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I can hardly believe that the academic 
year has come to an end. It has been 
such an eventful year for the Academy 
for so many reasons. I don’t believe 
I can count the endless times that I 
have written the word ‘pandemic’ and 
‘covid’ in my communication to you so 
I am that this newsletter will indeed 
be the last time that I have to make 
reference to these words at all – fingers 
crossed!

The focus of this newsletter is, rightly, 
our 10 year celebration as Skinners’ 
Academy. We have proudly served the 
local community; educating children for 
the last decade and we are truly excited 
about our many accomplishments. We 
look forward with eager anticipation 
to the next 10 years as we realise 
our ambitious plans of making a real 
difference in the lives of the young 
people within our care. I would like 
to thank staff, pupils, governors, and 
parents both past and present who 
have supported and contributed to the 

Academy over the last 10 years.

I must also take this opportunity to 
thank teachers and support staff for 
working tirelessly under the most 
difficult circumstances this year to 
ensure that we could continue to not 
only open our doors and provide an 
education to all pupils, but do so to 
such a high standard. I would also like 
to thank parents and carers for their 
continued support, partnership and 
commitment to us as a school. And last, 
but by no means least, I want to extend 
heartfelt thanks to our amazing pupils. 
I remember saying that the pupils 
at this Academy are a credit to their 
parents’ and carers when I first joined 
the school in September. I would like 
to echo that again. Having completed 
my first year at the Academy I can truly 
say that our greatest asset is our pupils. 
This year they have shown such resolve 
and resilience and they have continued 
to make me very proud to call myself 
the Principal of Skinners’ Academy.

I wish you all an enjoyable, relaxing 
and safe summer.

Shereka James 
Principal, Skinners’ Academy
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Skinners’ Academy Is Open!
After opening the Academy at the old site in Stamford Hill in September 2010, we finally moved to our wonderful new site in 
November 2010. The difference in our learning environment is amazing and all our staff and pupils now have the opportunity 
to work and achieve in this 21st century learning campus.

Skinners’ Academy was officially declared open by HRH the Duke of Gloucester KG GCVO at a ceremony on 12 April 
2011. 

Guests at the event were reminded about the vision of the school and the benefits of its open-plan, bright and spacious learn-
ing space. It was also a chance to say thank you to the Skinners’ Company, one of the great twelve livery companies with a 
history spanning back 700 years, for their continued commitment to education in Hackney and specifically for their role with 
the Academy.

The Duke was given a tour by pupils before unveiling a plaque in the main reception to mark the occasion. He said: “It is a 
great pleasure to join you on this day of celebration to mark the opening of the Academy and to see this splendid building.”

Facts and figures about the Skinners’ Academy building:
• It cost £27.2m to build, funded by the Department for Education
• Is has 10,340m² of accommodation for 1150 students from Year 7 to Year 13 (the site has since been expanded)
• It incorporates a number of sustainable environmental features including the recycling of rainwater, a seeded roof which 

aids ecology and provides a learning tool for the pupils, highly insulated walls, exposed thermal mass, natural ventilation, 
biomass boiler and has stunning views of Alexandra Palace. 

• Existing trees were incorporated into the planting scheme where possible.
• The Academy has been nominated a Considerate Constructors Scheme National Site Award in recognition of the high 

standards of building work.

September 2010 - July 2011

The Rowan Tree 
Arrives at the 
Academy
On Friday 14th January the Rowan 
Tree, originally planted at the 
Skinners’ Company’s School for 
Girls in Stamford Hill was moved and 
planted in the Academy grounds. The 
tree was bought by the Skinners’ Old 
Girls Association for the Girls’ School.  

The Rowan Tree was the original 
emblem of the school when it was 
founded by the Skinners’ Company in 
1890 (inset image).
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Eu Comenius - Turkish Project
Skinners’ Academy has been successful in securing funding through the EU 
Comenius for an international project partnering with Lutfi Ege Anadolu 
Ogretmen College in  
Denizli, Turkey. 

Students are participating in a textiles and onyx project with Lutfi Ege College 
which will run for 2 years. Students have been researching and comparing the 
history of art, textiles and the onyx industry in Turkeyand the UK as well as 
import and export fairtrade goods. 

Building this wonderful international school partnership has increased student 
awareness and understanding of cultures and enhanced one of our key aims in 
terms of global citizenship.  

As part of the project Mr Zafer Dumlupinar & Mr Mustafa Zeybek, teachers 
from Lutfi Ege College, visited us in December. twenty  6th Form students from 
Skinners’ Academy travelled to Denizli in Turkey to visit partner school Lutfi 
Ege Anadolu Ogretmen  College on 18th February  27th February 2011. 

During the trip our students visited the historical regions around Denizli, as 
well as textiles, weaving and onyx producers. Our hosts also gave them a tour of  
Buldan, Karahayıt-Pamukkale-Laodikia and the beautiful waterfalls at Antalya.

Students also gave presentations about Skinners’ Academy, the London    
Borough of Hackney and about the English Education system to the Ministry of 
Education in Denizli. 

Ms Kurtuldu, Teacher of Business Studies

Jack Petchey Award
Congratulations to Mr Burcham 
(Premises Manager)and our Sixth 
Form students Ifeyinwa E, Beauty A 
and Bahar D who all received the Jack 
Petchey Achievement Award. 

The Jack Petchey Award is given 
to individuals who have worked 
exceptionally hard not only for 
themselves but also for the good of 
their school. 

Mr Burcham was nominated for the 
award on ‘Outstanding Leader’.by 
Skinners’ students.
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September 2011 - July 2012

Prize Giving
On 8 November, we held our first ever Skinners’ Academy Prize Giving event – 
with prizes awarded to pupils who clearly demonstrated that they exemplify the 
Academy core values; friendship, respect, equality, determination, inspiration, 
courage and excellence.

In addition, prizes were awarded to pupils for GCSE, BTEC and A-Level results 
and special prizes from Sir Michael Colman and the Skinners’ School Old Girls’ 
Association.

Rubbing Shoulders with Royalty
As celebrations for the Diamond Jubilee took place across the UK and around the world, one Skinners’ Academy student 
rubbed shoulders with members of the royal family in celebrating the occasion. Samroz T Year 12, was nominated to attend 
the Diamond Jubilee lunch at Westminster Hall and she vividly describes her experience of this most unique of opportunities 
below:

“I was nervous, but excited, as not many people get an opportunity like this. I never thought that an ordinary person like me 
would be invited to such a grand event, although as a result of this invitation, I am starting to feel not so ‘ordinary’ after all! As 
our sponsors The Skinners’ Company is one of the Top 12 Livery Companies, I was chosen to represent Skinners’ Academy 
at the luncheon to celebrate Her Majesty’s Diamond Jubilee. When I was first told about attending this event, I didn’t quite 
realise the importance of it until I saw how over the moon, yet nervous my family and friends were.

As the main doors opened, I was astounded by the arrangements made for the lunch. I went to my table, number 15, which 
was very close to the orchestra. Each table, chair, piece of cutlery and decoration looked priceless. It was very elegant. I 
familiarised myself with the other people on my table (members of The Skinners’ Company and representatives from their 
other schools). A fanfare of trumpets sounded as the Queen entered with the royal family leaving everyone mesmerised… she 
looked absolutely beautiful. It was very kind and thoughtful of the royal family to spread out and sit on different tables with 
the Livery companies and I was glad to be sat so close to members of the family. Lunch was served followed by the toast 
proposed by the Lord Speaker. The rest of the event featured toasting the Queen, a rendition of the national anthem and a 
final fanfare of trumpets. Witnessing it felt so surreal.

I was honoured to be a part of the celebrations and would like to especially thank the Master of The Skinners’ Company and 
my Princial for including me!

Our Prize Giving events were held 
every November from 2011 - 2019
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Voyage of Achievement
Year 12 students Yemi A and Levi P celebrated the finale of the Tall Ships Youth 
Trust Voyage of Achievement, when they sailed under Tower Bridge London 
on Wednesday 13 July while manning the yards of Tall Ship Stavros S Niarchos, 
45-metres above the River Thames.

They were among a crew of 48 students from 24 schools across England who set 
sail from Newcastle on a voyage which took them to Leith in Scotland and the 
Dutch port of Scheveningen before their arrival in London. During the HSBC 
funded voyage they worked in teams to scale the ship’s masts, scrubbed decks, 
kept watch and practiced man overboard and other safety drills - all around the 
clock. They have great memories of the voyage which they described as a ‘once 
in a lifetime experience’.

Throughout the Voyage, the students were mentored by the Tall Ships Youth 
Trust’s crew, all experienced at carrying out youth work at sea. Tim Law, 
Operations Director of the Trust, said: “For 11 days, the students have been 
living in close quarters in a new and challenging environment. They have forged 
friendships, faced challenges and taken part in new experiences – at the same 
time developing skills that will stand them in good stead for their future lives. 

Unique Advertising Achievement
Skinners’ Academy’s teen talent has played an instrumental part in promoting the 
UK launch of a Hollywood blockbuster thanks to a project with Metro and 20th 
Century Fox, through the Ideas Foundation.

The Ideas Foundation inter-agency challenge saw six of the UK’s leading 
creative agencies mentoring young people aged 16-18 from Skinners’ Academy, 
to produce an advertising pitch in a week. Fast forward to 31 October 2011 
and Ewelina S and Katarzyna S were on the red carpet at the launch of new 
Justin Timberlake movie, In Time, after the movie studio was wowed by their 
promotional ideas.

Together with their advertising agency mentors, the girls came up with an idea to 
‘win a year of your life’, based around the film’s premise about time as currency.

Ewelina said, “I am really happy that 20th Century Fox, a global studio decided 
to use our main competition idea to promote the movie In Time. During the 
process, we had a lot of support from our mentors at The Creative Floor and they 
made sure that we felt comfortable with our work and presentation. Since my 
partner Kasia and I won the competition, we feel like some doors have opened… 
and have been given a chance to be involved in some future projects.

Enterprise Education 
Accreditation
In February, Skinners’ Academy 
was accredited with the National 
Standard For Enterprise Education 
(NSEE). The NSEE is designed 
to provide a benchmark for good 
practice in enterprise education.

As an Academy, we were able to 
demonstrate an integrated approach 
to enterprise education which has 
had a significant impact within the 
curriculum across a range of subject 
areas and activities. 

Mr Rex Lewis
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September 2012 - July 2013

Skinners’ Accompany Olympic Athletes as 
they Launch London’s Olympic Games
With a global audience of 27m watching at home on their TV screens and 80,000 
live in the Olympic Stadium glued to Danny Boyle’s unfolding spectacle, 34 
Skinners’ pupils were waiting in the wings, ready for their big moment.

Year 7 and 8 pupils from Skinners’ Academy were selected to participate in the 
opening athletes parade as ‘petal children’ – the children accompanying each 
country, holding the copper petals that would eventually form the massive 
Olympic cauldron. Pupils walked with athlete delegations from countries M to P 
and Conrad, Year 8 (who accompanied the Mauritania delegation) describes his 
experience:

“We spent long tiring hours waiting for our turn to come but it was worth it. 
When I first walked out to join the opening ceremony I was shocked at what 
I saw. The lights were beaming down on me and at first I wondered if I’d got 
confused and it was a dress rehearsal because I couldn’t see anyone in their seats. 
It was mind-blowing - the Olympics is truly amazing and it is definitely a once in 
a lifetime opportunity.”

Following their big night on Friday, Mercy and Conrad were up and at BBC 
temporary studios from 6.30am the next morning where they shared their 
experience in live interviews on BBC Newsround and the BBC News Channel.

Governor Visit
Eight of our top Year 7 pupil – Molly, 
Alexix, Gokcen, Nur, Aren, Felix, 
Klude and Tajai - were selected to 
take part in a special lesson to show 
their Design & Technology skills to 
visiting Chair of Governors, Rt. Hon. 
the Earl of Malmesbury.

The pupils had a great time making 
shortbread and fairy cakes and the 
Earl of Malmesbury also had a great 
time decorating his own shortbread 
biscuits.

Mr Williams, Teacher of Design & 
Technology
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Freedom Charity
This term our pupils have been 
selected to become ambassadors for 
the Freedom Charitya and have been 
working closely with Aneeta Prem 
the Founder of Freedom Charity and 
author of ‘But it’s Not Fair’.

Freedom Charity aims to empower 
young people with the tools and 
confidence to support their peers 
around the issues of forced marriage 
and dishonour based violence.

Our pupils have participated in a 
range of events with Freedom Charity 
including; appearing on Al Jazeera 
TV, BBC News Online, and attended 
the new Freedom Charity phone 
app launch held at the prestigious 
Lancaster House.

TES Schools Award recognition
The TES Schools Awards celebrate schools, individuals and teams whose 
dedication, innovation, and hard work are making a real difference to their pupils 
and their communities. This year, sixth former, Philippa McIntosh had the 
quality of her creative work praised as she was shortlisted for an award and this is 
what she said of the experience:

“I took part in a competition with ‘I Am Creative’, an organisation that allows 
you to work on live creative briefs from some of the top brands in the UK. The 
brief required me to create a campaign to promote Digital Design & Technology 
in schools. I created three posters and a stop motion video to promote traditional 
3D Printing as a form of Digital Design and Technology. The stop motion video 
shows me using a glue gun to create a tree and a high heel shoe using the process 
of layering. My final outcomes for this brief were successful in promoting Digital 
Design and Technology as I was one of four to be shortlisted out of several other 
schools nationwide for the final.

I attended the awards ceremony at the Park Plaza hotel in London. The ‘TES 
Schools Awards’ is a major event and I was very privileged to be a part of 
something so great. I did not win but was more than delighted to be shortlisted 
and come in the top three which was a brilliant achievement. The event was 
amazing. It was very classy. The awards were presented by comedian Dara 
Ó’Briain who also showcased his talent. This was a major high for me. 

Meeting Holby City’s Hari Dhillon
As part of the London Enterprise Challenge a group of pupils were invited to 
speak to actor Hari Dhillon, who plays Dr Michael Spence from Holby City. 
This visit was made possible due to our links with the Mosaic Network, founded 
by HRH The Prince of Wales.

This was the pupils’ chance to find out what it is like to be an actor. Hari 
advised them that the routes into acting are now more open to anyone with 
a bit technological know-how and the determination to keep working. The 
traditional route of going to Drama School (expensive and still no guarantee of 
work especially for actors, stage managers and musical theatre students tend to 
have better employment rates) is becoming old in the light of Youtube and social 
media sites where you can write, film and post your creative ideas online.

Acting itself is not hard, according to Hari, but life can be - and you have to be 
prepared for change and be able to look for work and create the work. As young 
entrepreneurs the pupils have seen how keeping your minds open, taking risks, 
and working hard can pay off. 
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September 2013 - July 2014
Live from the BBC Radio 1 Teen Awards
On Sunday 3 November, two of our Year 10 BBC School News Reporters hit 
the red carpet at the BBC Radio 1 Teen Awards to interview celebrities as they 
arrived at the awards. Tabassum N and Brando W rubbed shoulders with the 
stars. Tabassum’s account of the experience is below:

We had the best time ever! My highlight was interviewing all the celebrities 
followed by watching the award ceremony and the live music. Pixie Lott was 
really nice she complimented my eyes (which nearly made me faint!) and so 
was Fall Out Boy. Conor Maynard and JacksGap complimented our uniform. 
Both Professor Green and Conor Maynard shared inspirational messages with 
us, mentioning that when times are hard “it will always get better.” They 
emphasised “Don’t let anyone tell you, you can’t.”

The experience of being a BBC News School Reporter at the BBC Radio 1 Teen 
Awards has definitely built up my confidence and helped to make my career 
aspirations so much clearer now. Overall I think it was one of the best moments of 
my life. It was amazing. If I could I would do it all over again!

Reward Trip to Wembley
On Friday 17 January, 28 Year 10 pupils who gained Distinctions for their Junior 
Football Leader (boys) or Sports Leaders UK award (girls), as part of their 
vocational PE course, were rewarded with a trip to Wembley Stadium. 

The pupils began their tour under the crossbar from the 1966 world cup final, 
where Geoff Hurst’s famous shot re-bounded, as the third goal in a 4-2 win as 
England were crowned champions. This was followed by the press room and 
media area, where they had a chance to take photos sitting in Roy Hodgson’s 
seat! They were then taken inside the huge changing rooms, shower and massage 
area followe by the tunnel, where pupils formed two teams to walk out to see the 
famous Wembley pitch. Finally, pupils walked up to the royal box to lift the FA 
cup! An enjoyable day was had by all.

Mr Legge, Teacher of Physical Education

Year 11 cohorts have taken part in the Leaders Programme for several years. 
They love the opportunity to boss around the pupils from Woodbury down.

Sports Day
On 10 July, Skinners’ Academy’s 
annual Sports Day took place in 
Finsbury Park. 

The weather wasn’t kind to us so 
unfortunately the day was stopped 
before all evets were complete 
however the sports men and women, 
supporters and organisers are all to be 
commended. Congratulations to all 
involved. 

Going strong since 2011, Sports Day 
is a real crowd pleaser.

Mr Legge ALWAYS wants to be the 
one to use the starting gun!
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Commonwealth Day
Fourteen pupils who have taken part 
in Mosaic programmes were selected 
to become flag bearers in the Royal 
Commonwealth Day Observance. 

The Observance is a special 
yearly event held at Westminster 
Abbey to celebrate the modern 
Commonwealth. It was attended 
by royals including Her Majesty 
The Queen, the Commonwealth 
Secretary-General, Commonwealth 
High Commissioners, government 
ministers, and over 2000 guests. 

Dogukan Han, Year 10 stated “I held 
the Barbados Flag with honour. The 
event was excellent and I am proud to 
have been selected to participate.

Fairtrade Fortnight
In March we marked Fairtrade 
fortnight with a series of assemblies 
and activities. 

Year 7s and 8s took part in a “Can 
You Taste Justice” tasting session, 
with Ms Syme running a Banana 
Challenge over two lunchtimes 
to highlight the plight of many 
poor farmers in less economically 
developed countries.

Mr Lyons and a number of Year 8 
shop assistants ran the Academy’s 
first Chocolate Pop-Up Shop. Over 
50 Year 8 pupils applied to work 
in the shop and 25 were selected. 
The shop made over £160 (a staff 
event added a further £50) and the 
department will be making a donation 
to a charity working in Uganda to 
support primary education. Taking it to the next level at Edale

On 9 May 2014, 22 totally amazing GCSE geographers went to Edale Youth 
Hostel for a weekend to take part in the most UP CLOSE and personal 
Geography experience there is. This trip was designed to show our pupils what 
they could experience if they chose to study the geography a-level.

We went into deep dark caves and switched off all the head torches, we 
clambered through tiny gaps, we walked over hills and down dales in pouring rain 
and magnificent rainbows, we climbed millstone grit cliff faces and we played the 
world’s biggest game of hide and seek. We learnt to map read, take bearings, play 
scrabble and chase sheep.

We understood the geology of the Peak District National park from above ground 
and below ground, from the top of the dale and the bottom of the valley. We 
taught each other lessons about the Peak District National Park and the conflicts 
within it, we quizzed each other until we remembered amazing facts and then we 
played the best game of charades EVER. 
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September 2014 - July 2015 (          )
A YEAR FILLED 
WITH FIRSTS... 
IT EARNED TWO DOUBLE 
PAGE SPREADS

Grease is the word
Grease, the popular musical based 
on the 1978 film of the same name 
was the Academy’s first ever drama 
production. The show ran from 11-13 
February and was a great success 
due to the collaboration between a 
number of departments including 
drama and music.

Skinners’ hit the Slopes
0n 27 March, 40 pupils embarked on Skinners’ Academy’s first ever international 
ski trip to Saalbach-Hinterglemm in Austria for one week. On arrival at the 
resort, pupils were given their equipment and took part in a skiing test designed 
to determine everyone’s individual skiing level before being split int groups. 

The groups all completed four hours training per day before they could practice 
the skills they had picked up on the various levels of slopes. The blue runs 
(beginner slopes) are where the majority of the pupils (and half the staff) began 
their skiing experience. Five of the pupils who had previous skiing experience 
along with the remaining members of staff took to the red runs (intermediate 
slopes) where they enjoyed the beautiful tree-lined pistes on both sides of the 
valley and the open snowfields above Hinterglemm. 

As well as skiing the pupils also got to watch an ice hockey match and take a 
tour of the local town, Zell am See, where they appreciated the view of lakes, 
mountains and the chance to buy a few souvenirs. They also rode the Maisiflitzer 
Alpine-Coaster where they could decide how fast they wanted to descend from 
the mountain peak down into the valley. Those who were brave enough and 
decided to keep their fingers off the breaks experienced speeds of up to 40km/h.

Every evening all pupils and staff would take part in a range of activities 
including being split into teams to complete quizzes. The final evening before our 
departure was spent recognising the various achievements which had been made 
throughout the week. Pupils were presented with certificates for various reasons 
such as ‘most improved’, ‘best crash’ and best scream on a roller coaster’. 

Ms O’Neill, Head of PE

Our first Ski trip in 2015 was followed up by second successful trip in 2017.
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Sculpture Roof
We are pleased to announce the 
opening of the sculpture roof by the 
main reception, our first art display 
outside of the department. 

The sculptures have been created 
by GCSE art pupils as part of their 
coursework. They have been created 
uing various materials and techniques 
including cardboard and papier-
mâché (canon & balloons), origami 
paper (dragon) and laser cut wood 
(flock of birds)

Look out for more art being displayed 
around the Academy.

Mr Devlin, Head of Art & Design

iRoundUp are the National Champions! 
Our high flying Year 10 pupils have pitched their way to business glory and hold 
the accolade as the first ever Skinners’ Academy team to reach and win the 
Grand Finals of the Mosaic Enterprise Challenge. Brothers Mark and Matthew 
Daniel along with Agnieszka Rudnik, Daisie Spiteri and Elif Sucu who form the 
team ‘iRoundUp’ competed against four other finalists from schools from across 
England to be crowned the winners of the 7th Mosaic Enterise Challenge and the 
chance to make their business idea a reality.

The Grand Finals were held at the offices of Hogan Lovells LLP in London on 
23 April and was hosted by TV presenter and broadcaster Natasha Kaplinsky 
The event represented the final hurdle to being crowned the 2015 Enterprise 
Challenge Champions. 

In front of a capacity crowd, the pupils pitched their ideas to a judging 
panel including Claude Littner, adviser to Lord Alan Sugar on BBC’s ‘The 
Apprentice’, Mohammed Amersi founder and CEO of Emergent Telecom 
Ventures and Perween Warsi CBE founder and CEO of S&A Foods.

As a result of the win, the team has secured a £2,500 cash prize for the school and 
a £500 seed fund to start up their business as well as multiple goodie bags filled 
with prizes. The pupils were whisked off immediately after their win on a tour of 
the ITN News studio, the Bank of England and the London Eye followed by an 
exclusive tour of Clarence House conducted by James, personal butler to HRH 
Prince of Wales.

The Business Plan
iRoundUp impressed the judging panel with their winning business concept of 
the same name - ‘iRoundUp’. This is an ingenious yet simple scheme whereby 
pupils (with the permission of their parents) and teachers can volunteer to round 
up each lunch transaction made on their ParentPay/ID cards to the nearest 10 
pence. These few pence are donated to one of six charities of their choice.

iRoundUp has the opportunity to expand this idea across the 5000 schools that 
use ParentPay’s services. On the basis that all the schools opt-in to the scheme, 
iRoundUp can potentially raise £14.4 millon (per year) in charitable donations.                                                 

Ms Dalia, Marketing & Enterprise Coordinator                                          

iRoundUp officially launched in November 2016 in all 6000 schools who use 
ParentPay’s service. It ran for 9months, raising over £42,000 for charity.
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Viva Valencia: 
Bringing Spanish to 
life
In October 2014, 40 Year 10 and 11 
Spanish GCSE pupils embarked on a 
trip to Valencia city to visit our linked 
school, which was a great opportunity 
for them to gain first-hand experience 
of using their Spanish linguistic skills 
and to fully emerge themselves in 
the Spanish culture. The pupils were 
treated to four days of activities in this 
sunny, vibrant and lively city.

Overall, the Spanish trip was a great 
success and a wonderful experience 
for the pupils, which brought Spanish 
culture and language to life ahead of 
their exams in the subject – hopefully 
enriching their educational lives. 

I want to say a big thank you to our 
school governors, pupils, parents and 
teachers for making this trip such a 
big success!

Ms Smith, Head of Spanish

Year 7s have a whale of a time in Wales
At the end of March, the entire Year 7 cohort went on an exciting residential trip 
to The Hampshire & Cass Foundation Mountain Centre in the Brecon Beacons, 
South Wales. This was a brilliant opportunity to experience some challenging 
outdoor activities and make some new friends. 

Read about Isabella CV(7A2) experience below:
A 7.30am start seemed so early but when I arrived at 7.15am many people were 
waiting, excited to begin our journey to Wales. 

As soon as we arrived at the Cass Foundation Mountain Centre, the instructors 
told us where to get our equipment and we started our first activity…caving! 
We were given torches and began our treck into the cave. It was quite tiring, 
especially for classmates who were tall and had to crouch, but I didn’t have to as 
I’m quite short so I could just walk!

On day two of our exciting trip I was shocked when I found out we were climbing 
the highest mountain in South Wales – Pen y Fan. From the bottom of the 
mountain we could see there was snow at the top. We climbed for a long time 
and as we got closer to the top it was harder to carry on as it was so steep. At the 
top we sat down and ate our lunch and realised that a girl in our group (Donelia) 
had fallen asleep! On the way down the mountain we played with the snow and 
everybody was sliding down. Over dinner we laughed about everybody’s stories: 
one of my classmates (Summer) had fallen down and got her face covered in mud 
– even she was laughing!

On the last day we saw some waterfalls. Our Wellington boots filled with water 
and people were falling in all over the place and laughing. When we got back to 
the centre we had time for a final birthday celebration with some cake, and then 
it was time to head back to London. It was certainly a journey to remember!

Our visit to Wales was such a success it has become an annual trip for our Year 7 
pupils, giving them a great opportunity to bond and experience new activities.
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Goodbye Year 11
Skinners’ Academy’s first cohort of 
Year 7 pupils have made it to Year 
11 and are bidding us farewell. Our 
Year 11’s finished their final year off 
in style with the Academy’s first ever 
Year 11 Prom. Pupils and staff got 
dressed up for the event which took 
place at Arsenal’s Emirates Stadium. 
The night was filled with music, 
dancing, good food, goodbye hugs 
and some tears.

We will miss our class of 2015 but 
look forward to welcoming some of 
you back to our new Sixth Form in 
September.

Duke of Edinburgh (Bronze)
The Year 11 pupils who have taken part in the Duke of Edinburgh Bronze 
Award have all done extremely well on their recent expidition to Kent over two 
weekends (28 February - 1 March & 7 March – 8 March). There was some great 
teamwork, cohesion and determination from both groups and we are very proud 
of their commitment and dedication. There were some excellent moments from 
both weekends.

Leading youth charity the Duke of Edinburgh (DofE) gives all young people 
aged 14-24 the chance to develop skills for life and work, fulfil their potential and 
have a brighter future. By taking part in the DofE, you will take part in a range 
of activities, all leading to the achievement of an Award that’s recognised by 
universities and employers alike.

The Bronze Award programme has four sections, Volunteering, Physical, Skills 
and Expedition. Pupils must complete a minimum of three months activity for 
each of the Volunteering, Physical and Skills sections, and take part in a two day 
(one night) expedition. 

The Duke of Edinburugh programme at Skinners’ Academy has been one of our 
greatest highlights. Over the years 1000+ Year 10/11’s have achieved the Bronze 

Award and 30+ Sixth Formers have worked towards the Gold Award. 
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September 2015 - July 2016
Sixth Form Centre - Official Opening
On 2 October, we celebrated the official opening of our new sixth form centre. 
The establishment of a vibrant and high performing sixth form marks an exciting 
new chapter in the development of our very special and thriving community. 

The centre was officially opened by The Hon. Mrs Emmeline Winterbotham, 
Master of the Skinners’ Company. Speakers at the event included Robert 
Farquharson, Chair of Governors for Skinners’ Academy; Tim Clark, Principal 
and our newly elected Year 12 Head Boy and Girl, Denzel A and Esin A.  

New York, New York
10 Year 12 students embarked on their first international visit as part of the 
new sixth form, to New York. The main focus of the trip was to visit Harvard 
University, broaden the educational possibilities available to our sixth form 
students and develop their culture and personal awareness.

The group departed from Heathrow Airport on 21 October to begin their five day 
experience in one of the most populous urban cities in the world. The itinerary 
was filled with activities including:
• Day trip to Harvard University
• Historical walk of the Grand Central Terminal and Chrysler building
• Staten Island ferry ride to see the Statue of Liberty
• Visit to the Empire State Building & Rockefeller Center
• Exploring Governors Island
• A journey on the Columbus Circle subway line from Times Square to Bryant 

Park, alighting at Herald Square for a trip to Macy’s.
• Tickets to Broadway and a tour of Times Square
• Paying repects at Ground Zero and the Freedom Tower
and more...

Soaring Through the 
Skies
On 27 April, a small group of Year 
12 students attended a Gliding 
Taster day at The Air League base in 
Dunstable. 

Standing in the middle of a field, 
we were quickly briefed about 
safety and how to control the glider. 
There were looks of concern as 
they demonstrated how to put on a 
parachute and how the eject button 
worked on a glider. 

Everyone took turns to get towed up 
in the air behind another plane before 
their glider was detached. If you have 
ever been on a rollercoaster, than 
you know the uneasy feeling of rising 
higher and higher, knowing that 
you’re going to have to come down at 
some point. With a brief reminder of 
how to fly by stick and rudder, I took 
over control of the glider. 

For all the panic and the fear for my 
life, if I was offered to fly a glider 
again I would probably jump at the 
chance. Everyone (including the 
staff!) enjoyed themselves and I would 
recommend similar experiences to 
anyone who is offered the chance.

Year 12 Student

Our first trip to New York in 2015 was followed up by a second trip in 2016.
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Mosaic Mentoring 
welcomes Her 
Excellency
The Mosaic Mentoring Programme 
kicked off this year’s cycle on 9 
November with a special guest 
observing the first session, Her 
Excellency the Honourable Linda 
Dessau AM the Governor of Victoria, 
Australia. 

Her Excellency and her party 
were welcomed to the Academy 
by a walkway lined with Skinners’ 
Academy ambassadors comprised 
of pupils from Year 7 – 11 and our 
Head Boy & Head Girl. She was then 
introduced to the party to the Year 
10 pupils taking part in this year’s 
programme and their mentors. As 
Her Excellency and her husband; His 
Honour, Judge Anthony Howard left 
the session, His Honour expressed 
how “well behaved and respectful all 
the pupils they had encountered had 
been”. 

Lights, Cameras...SPLURGE!
Following on from last year’s Academy production of Grease, this year’s 
adaptation of Bugsy Malone ran from 10 – 12 February with a spectacular cast of 
pupils ranging from Year 7 – 11.

Set in New York, Bugsy Malone is loosely based on events surrounding the 
Prohibition from the early 1920s to 1931. The original show was unique due to 
its cast featuring only child actors depicting the exploits of real-life gangsters like 
Al Capone and Bugs Moran.

iRoundUp Rub Shoulders With Royalty
Team iRoundUp were invited to represent Mosaic at their Business in the 
Community’s AGM and Leadership Networking event. What the team didn’t 
know was that there was a very special guest at the event, Prince Charles, who 
was amongst 500 guests including representatives from social enterprises in the 
UK together with CEOs from companies driving responsible business in the UK 
to attend the Business in the Community Leadership Network event.

iRoundUp were part of a small group selected to meet Prince Charles and escort 
him out of the building. Matthew D, Year 11, provided HRH with a hand signed 
copy of their ‘official letter’ which iRoundUp had been distributing to businesses 
at the event to encourage them to release some of their staff for a few hours a 
week to act as mentors for the various programmes run by Mosaic.

Elif S, Year 11, shared a lengthy conversation with Prince Charles where she 
explained the team’s winning idea from last year’s Mosaic Enterprise Challenge 
that allows pupils to donate spare change to a nominated charity from the 
electronic currency stored on their ParentPay school identity cards.

Prince Charles was very pleased to hear that the social enterprise is now in the 
early stages of production with hopes to be launched at the end of 2016.

One World Day
Skinners’ One World Day took place 
on 24 June and celebrated the wide 
diversity of our school community.

The event comprised of activities, 
cultural performances, stalls 
offering henna, and traditional food 
from countries including Eritrea, 
Poland, Ghana and Portugal. 
The community’s generosity was 
unparalleled and the feeling of 
togetherness was heart-warming.
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September 2016 - July 2017

Visiting Sorrento, Italy
In February, 23 pupils from Year 10 & Year 11 embarked on a visit to Sorrento, 
Italy for four days.

Sorrento is a town overlooking the Bay of Naples in Southern Italy. It is a popular 
tourist destination and can be reached easily from Naples and the ancient city 
of Pompeii, one of Europe’s most compelling archaeological sites. This unique, 
enriching experience was extremely rewarding and motivating for our geography 
and history GCSE pupils.

London’s 10K Run
On 5 February a small group of 
Sixth Form students and a handful of 
dedicated Academy staff, conquered 
London’s 10K Winter Run. The 
Academy running group prepared 
for their run by taking part in weekly 
training sessions right up until the 
race day. Not only did our runners 
successful complete the run along 
with over 2000 members of the public, 
but the Academy running group also 
managed to raise over £500 for both 
UNICEF and Cancer Research UK.

We Are The Champions...Again!
Salise B, Sezen G, Yaw O, Ionut T and Briana W, who form team ‘YouTeach’, represented Skinners’ Academy the Grand 
Final of the prestigious ‘Enterprise Challenge’ competition run by Mosaic, against five other regional teams from the South 
East, West Midlands, North West, Yorkshire and Glasgow.

The Grand Finals were held at Hogan Lovells LLP on 17 May. All six regional teams presented a three-minute business pitch 
in front of a panel of judges and a capacity crowd which included entrepreneur, chef and musician Levi Roots, who was made 
famous after his appearance on Dragon’s Den and was the event’s keynote speaker.

After a nail biting wait, Levi Roots was given a sneak peek of the envelope with the winning teams name inside. He raised 
his arms with excitement and joy before team YouTeach were announced as the first place team and champions of the 2017 
Enterprise Challenge. YouTeach secured this coveted win and in doing so made Skinners’ Academy the first school ever to 
win the competition twice since it was established 10 years ago. (Our first win was in 2015 with ‘iRoundUp’)

The pupils were whisked off immediately after their win in two luxury Rolls Royce Phantom cars, courtesy of Smart City 
Prestige, and treated to an exclusive lunch at Twitter’s London HQ followed by a London Eye private capsule experience. 
Finally, all teams were treated to afternoon tea at Harrods.

The Business Plan
YouTeach’s business concept was to unite schools across the country to share fun and educational content by offering a video 
sharing platform exclusively for school communities. It will nurture engagement around revision, careers and talent.

Ms Dalia, Marketing & Enterprise Coordinator     
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Duke of Edinburgh at St. James’s Palace
On 13 October, myself, Armend and two of our Skinners’ Academy PE teachers; 
Mr Howe and Ms Bouwers, made our way to St. James’s Palace to share our 
experiences of taking part in the Duke of Edinburgh - Bronze Award in Year 11. 
We were greeted by Deb Dowell who gave us a tour of the palace, including the 
throne room which with no doubt was the most jaw dropping area of the palace.

Armend and I shareed our experience taking part in the D of E Programme to 
a captive audience which included the likes of Mark Foster (former Olympic 
Swimmer) and Gillian Anderson (star of the X-Files), many of whom had 
themselves completed the D of E programme. It was an honour to speak at the 
event and meet all the amazing people who are involved with the programme.

The D of E has been an on-going experience for me, the expedition itself was 
thrilling, full of anger, pain and most importantly excitement. Being given the 
opportunity to tell people about this experience has made me realise how much I 
value the opportunity to take part in the D of E programme. I truly cannot wait to 
complete my Gold Expedition now that I am part of the Sixth Form.

Magdalena M, Year 12

Music, Dancing and... 
a Donkey?!
Our highly anticipated third Academy 
production was a musical adaptation 
of Shakespeare’s ‘A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream’. The show ran from 
8 - 10 February with a talented group 
of pupils ranging from Year 7 - 13 who 
formed our cast, tech crew and on 
stage band.

On a Midsummer’s night, four 
young lovers, from a far off land of 
Steam Punk wonder, find themselves 
wrapped in the dream-like arms of an 
enchanted forest where sprites lurk 
and fairies rule. While a feuding Fairy 
King and Queen are at war, their 
paths are crossed by Bottom, Quince 
and their friends presenting a play 
within a play. Chief mischief-maker 
Puck is on-hand to ensure that the 
course of true love is anything but 
smooth, and games of fantasy, love 
and dreams ensue.

Year 13 Leavers Party
29 June marked the end of the exam 
season for an exhausted yet delighted 
first cohort of Year 13 students. 
The students celebrated their 
achievements in style at the Year 13 
Leavers Party held at the Dead Dolls 
House, Islington. The venue was 
beautifully decorated, the food and 
drink was delicious and the DJ was 
exceptional.
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September 2017 - July 2018

Hackney Music 
Award
The music department are excited to 
announce that we were awarded two 
Mayor’s Music Awards (MMA) at the 
2017 Hackney Music Service Gala! 

We received the ‘Ensemble 
Development Award’ for tripling 
the ensemble provision at Skinners’ 
Academy. This was primarily 
achieved due to our Year 7 
Instrumental Project, which gives the 
entire cohort the opportunity to take 
part in extra-curricular instrumental 
lessons and ensembles for free, as well 
as various ensemble groups from Year 
8 – Year 13. 

The MMA also recognises individual 
pupil success. Our musically gifted 
piano player Abged S, Year 10, 
received the Mayor’s ‘Pupil Award for 
Musical Achievement’ and secured 
a prize fund of £1000 which will go 
towards additional piano tuition for 
the next two years, furthering his 
talent.

Ms Clare, Performing Arts TA

We Will We Will Rock You!
Our highly anticipated fourth Academy production was an all singing all dancing 
performance of the famous ‘We Will Rock You’. The show ran from 7 - 9 
February with a talented group of pupils ranging from Year 7 - 13 who formed our 
cast, tech crew and on stage band.

Featuring more than 20 hit Queen songs, We Will Rock You (School Edition) 
follows two revolutionaries as they try to save rock music in a post apocalyptic 
world. Earth’s name has changed to Planet Mall and is controlled by the 
Worldwide mega-corporation GlobalSoft, which is headed by the Killer Queen. 
Those who dare to stand against GlobalSoft’s enforced conformity are kidnapped 
and ‘brain stormed’ into submission.

Collaborating with the National Youth 
Orchestra (NYO)
In April, 70 of the country’s best young musicians from the National Youth 
Orchestra visited Skinners’ Academy to work alongside our own young musicians 
in a unique, bespoke and inspiring project! This was an incredible opportunity 
for our young musicians to be inspired by other young people, aged 13-19, who 
are juggling all the same commitments as our pupils, whilst playing in the greatest 
youth orchestra in the world! 

Approximately 90 orchestral musicians from Skinners’ Academy had been 
working on ‘Mambo!’ from West Side Story in preperation to rehearse and 
perform the piece in concert with the National Youth Orchestra. 

To promote the music provision at Skinners’ Academy we invited Caitlin from 
Parkwood Primary School to join us in playing her euphonium alongside NYO. 
Caitlin is planning to join the Academy in September 2018 and is excited to take 
part in the music provision at Skinners’ Academy. The Academy also invited 20 
violinists from Sir Thomas Abney Primary School and musicians from Clapton 
Girls’ Academy, Petchey Academy and the Hackney Youth Orchestra to take part 
in this once in a lifetime opportunity. 

Our work with NYO did not end 
in 2018. In 2019 we welcomed the 

Orchestra back as part of the ‘Play to 
School’ programme.
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Destinations - 2017
Skinners’ Academy’s new Sixth 
Form celebrated tremendous success 
with our first cohort of 48 students 
receiving 100% A*-E in 17 of the 20 
subjects undertaken, and above 75% 
A*-E for the remaining three subjects.

96% of students who applied to 
university received a place including 
one student, Esin Akdogan, gaining 
a place at Oxford University and 
seven students accepted into a Russell 
Group University.

Science Fair
Skinners’ Academy celebrated British 
Science week with an outstanding 
collection of experiments and displays 
presented by eager groups of pupils 
from Year 7 to Year 10. We saw 
everything from edible water bottles 
to film canister rockets, from VR 
drones to magnetic fluids, slime to 
volcanos and rust inhibitors. 

Gap Medics visit the Dominican Republic
Year 12 Health & Social Care students, Evangeline A, Tajai B, Baran K and Bame 
M, took part in the Gap Medics scheme in La Romana, Dominican Republic. 
The students, all interested in careers in Medicine (Midwives, Nurses, Doctors 
or Surgeons), took part in a once in a lifetime experience, carrying out hands on 
work experience in a hospital.

Bame and Tajai were interested in midwifery and were allocated a Midwife to 
mentor them. The Midwife met them every morning at 8.00am so they could 
begin their days experiencing natural births and caesareans and were spared 
none of the grisly details. Bame and Tajai were able to stand in theatre with the 
expectant mothers during the birthing process, luckily they were not squeamish 
and were able to watch and ask questions throughout the procedure. They also 
had the opportunity to hold some of the new-born babies which I think was 
everyone’s favourite moment! 

Whilst the new trainee midwives were getting stuck in, our budding young 
doctors, Baran and Evangeline, were being introduced to the fast paced life of 
a surgeon. Their mentors, who were both top surgeons at the local hospital and 
private hospital, were incredibly generous with their time. On only the third day, 
Baran and Evangeline learned how to stitch flesh wounds on a pigs hoof from the 
local butchers. 

It wasn’t all work and no play, after work, students had time to take part in a range 
of activities. We visited the Ninos de Cristos Orphanage for boys, stopping off to 
buy toys for the children. We spent the afternoon with the adorable young boys 
playing puzzles, basketball, dominoes and racing cars. One afternoon we went 
off-roading in dune buggies through the sugar cane fields (stopping off for a little 
taste) and drove down to the Chavón River, where we all jumped straight in for a 
swim and to cool down! We all thought we were in paradise with its luscious green 
background and the sun beating down on us, we did not want to go home! 

Ms Clark, Teacher iC Psychology & Sociology

We all look forward to seeing our young scientists’ spectacular work at the annual 
Science Fair. Especially the rocket display, it’s out of this world. 
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September 2018 - July 2019
Climbing Wall
We now have a state-of-the-art 
climbing wall installed in our 
sports hall. It is a fantastic piece of 
equipment and a tremendous addition 
to our facilities. We look forward to 
all pupils making use of it over the 
coming months.

Red Nose Day
The PE department organised events 
to help raise money for comic relief. 
Pupils were given the opportunity 
to take on the staff in various sports 
events.

There were some big performances 
across all the sports on red nose day 
but the real winner on the day was the 
bake sale. Thanks to everyone who 
contributed throughout the day, we 
managed to raise a massive £225.25!

Mr Smith, Teacher of PE/AHOY7

Return to the Forbidden Planet
Our fifth Academy production was an all singing all dancing performance of 
‘Return to the Forbidden Planet’. The show ran from 2 - 4 April with a talented 
group of pupils ranging from Year 7 - 13 who formed our cast, tech crew and on 
stage band.

Return to the Forbidden Planet is a Jukebox musical by playwright Bob Carlton 
based on Shakespeare’s The Tempest and the 1956 science fiction film Forbidden 
Planet. It was billed as “Shakespeare’s forgotten rock and roll masterpiece”.

Just one of the many charitable 
fundraisers we hold at Skinners’.     
We look forward to many more

Condover Netball Tour
The Year 8 & Year 9 girls went to Condover Hall for a netball tour, involving 
schools from all over the country.

The Year 8 girls started off shaky and lost their first two matches. However, they 
demonstrated great character and turned their fortunes around to start picking up 
points with two draws and two wins in their next four matches.

The Year 9 girls got off to a brilliant start before they came up against tricky 
opposition, a club team called Beachwood. Overall, the girls showed a good 
account of themselves.

Ms C Bell, Teacher of PE

Over the years, our girls’ netball 
teams have competed annually at the  
tournament held at Condover Hall. 



Skinners’ Academy Newsletter July 2021 - 10th Anniversary

Holland Football Tour
30 pupils had the once in a lifetime 
opportunity to travel to Holland to 
represent the Academy at our first 
ever international football tour at the 
end of May. 

The trip was action packed from 
start to finish, involving two friendly 
matches against local club teams, 
a day of sightseeing in Amsterdam 
including an Ajax Stadium Tour and 
canal cruise, a trip to a waterpark, 
some time to relax on the beach, as 
well as glow in the dark minigolf and 
tenpin bowling. Keep reading to find 
out how our individual teams did.

Mr Legge, Teacher of PE/HOY8/
Talented Coordinator/DofE Manager 
| Mr Smith, Teacher of PE/AHOY7

Arsenal Opens our New Pitch
December 2018 brought more than the usual amount of Christmas cheer to 
Skinners’ Academy, thanks to a surprise visit from four of Arsenal FC’s first team 
squad. The players arrived to try out our new 3G pitch construction funded by 
The Arsenal Foundation and designed and installed by ETC Sports Surfaces.

The visit – part of the Foundation’s “Arsenal Giving Together” initiative – saw 
the Gunners’ right back, Hector Bellerin, enjoying a kickabout with our selected 
pupils, whilst Arsenal Women forward, Danielle Carter, mingled with the crowds. 
Meanwhile, centre back Laurent Koscielny (who made his first appearance of the 
season just 24 hours earlier) and midfielder Lucas Torreira delighted pupils further 
by handing out Christmas presents during the meet and greet.

The players excitedly tweeted photos of their visit they clearly enjoyed their 
visit as much as the Academy’s pupils. Bellerin took to Twitter to highlight the 
importance of providing a safe space for the youngsters to be themselves, with 
his followers proclaiming the visit to be “awesome” and a testament to his status 
as a “role model for so many young children”. Skinners’ Academy’s pupils 
also responded to Bellerin’s tweet to confirm that everyone at the Academy is 
“buzzing about football” thanks to the Premier League team’s involvement.

Our boys have been on several football tours including two tours to Great 
Yarmouth, one to Camber Sands, and this one to Holland in 2019.



22/23_Skinners’ Academy Newsletter July 2021 - 10th Anniversary

September 2019 - July 2020
Alice in Wonderland
This year, Wonderland was due to 
become real and alive on stage! The 
cast and different departments in the 
school worked together, costumes 
were in progress and the set looked 
awesome. Yes, it required focus. Yes, it 
required smiles. But more importantly, 
it required happiness and getting out 
of our comfort zone and a little bit 
of magic in order to make the show a 
success!

Doors were due to open on March 
31st, but because school had to close 
early in response to the Covid-19 
lockdown our performances of Alice 
in Wonderland have been postponed. 
We hope to announce our new 
performance dates soon!

Anastasia A, Year 9 

Stay at Home Summer Concert
On 14 July we successfully held a virtual Summer Concert showcasing some 
of the brilliant music you’ve been making in lockdown! Families and all of the 
Skinners’ community were invited to come and celebrate with us. We also 
presented some awards, said some goodbyes, and shared some thank you messages 
to everyone who has been involved in music this term. There were fantastic 
performances from the Skinners’ orchestra, brass, vocalists, bands and more! 

If you missed the virtual Summer Concert you can view it on YouTube here or, 
just search ‘Skinners’ Summer Concert’ and prepare to be blown away by all the 
musical talent.

Ms Adediran, Head of Music

Fantastic Effort in Art 
& Design
Well done to all the pupils that 
have been working hard during this 
lockdown period. We have received 
such wonderful work. Every week 
we have looked forward to seeing all 
of the creative pieces you have made. 
Keep up the fantastic effort- we are 
all extremely proud of you all! Below 
are some examples of your fantastic 
efforts.

Ms Memish, Head of Art & Design 
| Ms Biggs, Teacher of Art & Design 
| Mr Hodierne, Teacher of Art & 
Design

The seasonal concerts are a big deal at Skinners’ Academy and have taken place 
for several years. We couldn’t skip it, even if we were in lockdown.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V3wFVlmQGuU
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September 2020 - July 2021

London to Southend
Congratulations to Mr Alexis, Mr 
Shah, Mr Smith and stow away, Jeral 
SP (Year 10), who on the 15 May 
embarked on a 47mile charity cycle 
ride from London (Kensington) to 
Southend. The charity cycle was 
organised to raise funds and awareness 
to help the citizens of the Caribbean 
Island, St Vincent. Due to the 
eruptions from La Soufrière Volcano, 
20,000 island residents have been 
displaced. 

Before setting off, our fab four met 
H.E Mr Cenio E. Lewis, the High 
Commissioner for St Vincent & the 
Grenadines (pictured) who wished 
them luck on their journey! Their 
efforts have raised over £750 for St 
Vincent!

Toilet Twinning 
Skinners’ Voices have managed to raise £370 to help provide less fortunate people 
with functioning toilets and access to clean water in a school block in Uganda, a 
household latrine in Afghanistan, and a household latrine in Zambia through the 
toilet twinning project.

2.3 billion people don’t have somewhere safe and hygienic to go to the toilet. 
This can lead to diseases and even death. Worldwide 443 million school days 
are missed by children each year because of dirty water and poor sanitation, and 
girls often drop out of school altogether when they begin their periods. Toilet 
Twinning is an organisation that helps fund a project in a poor community that 
will enable families and communities to build a basic toilet, have access to clean 
water and learn about hygiene. 

We have received three certificates for our fundraising which have been placed 
next to Academy toilet blocks on each floor, and will serve as a reminder of the 
privilege we at Skinners’ Academy have to be able to go to the toilet without fear 
or shame.

Yasmin A, Year 12

Science Club
This half term, Year 7 pupils have been taking part in Science Club after school. 
They have enjoyed making virus models and learning about how viruses use spike 
proteins to enter body cells. They have also used their scientific knowledge to 
trace back to the source of a mock infection during an infection simulation. This 
week, they designed their own lateral flow tests using paper chromatography and 
developed an understanding of antigens and antibodies. 

Ms Siab, Teacher of Biology
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Symetrical Bugs
Year 7 have been exploring the theme of bugs and have been introduced to colour 
theory. This project has required pupils to draw upon the knowledge of their 
previous project of mark making. They have produced some amazing work and 
should be very proud of their efforts.

Mixed Media Tools
Year 8 have been exploring the theme of tools and mixed media. They have 
produced some amazing work so far in preparation for their final mixed media 
outcome. 

Ms Memish, Head of Art & Design

Lockdown 3.0 
Photography 
Competition
As a result of England’s third national 
lockdown, Skinners’ Academy had 
to close it’s doors to the majority of 
pupils and teach remotely from 6 
January to 8 March. To keep spirits 
high thought lockdown 3.0 we 
held our own weekly photography 
competition.

Pupils were encouraged to get creative 
and gain some house points. Themes 
included favourite food, colours of 
the rainbow, and wildlife & pets. All 
entries were judged by Ms James. 
The weekly winner recieved a £10 
Amazon voucher and their photo 
graced the front cover of the Parent 
Bulletin. 

New content begins here
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Year 12 Sports
On the 22nd of June 2021, the year 12 pupils studying BTEC Level 3 National 
Certificate in Sport hosted their very own sporting events for their year group.  
Beritan, Hivda and Lashmi lead a dodgeball tournament, Avant, Jamal and Jarrvis 
took charge of a Basketball tournament, and Chase, Ismail, Reice and Rizwan 
supervised a football tournament. 

Prior to the day, the named pupils had to plan their respective tournaments, this 
involved them having to complete a proposal form and a risk assessment. They 
then needed to promote the tournament to their peers.

On the day of the sporting events, all the hosts displayed great leadership qualities, 
such as good and clear communication, strong organisation skills, and the ability 
to problem solve and make decisions. 

Congratulations and well done to all involved!

Duke Of Edinburgh
Bronze
A big well done to the 147 Year 10 pupils who completed their Duke of 
Edinburgh Bronze Award expedition on 5 & 6 July 2021. Pupils started their 
award in September 2020, and have already completed the physical and skills 
section, and most of the volunteering section. 

The expedition section was adapted this year due to Covid-19, which meant no 
camping or staying overnight. However the trip was still able to go ahead and 
involved pupils map reading and orienteering, putting up tents, and cooking lunch 
on camp cookers. 

On day one pupils, in their groups, walked a route around Finsbury Park and 
Clissold Park hitting check points along the way. Day two involved getting to 
Epping Forest, walking a route around the forest, before getting back to the 
Academy via the Underground. Pupils did really well to keep going despite the 
heavy showers and tired legs. They all successfully made it to Epping Forest and 
back showing leadership, resilience, team work, communication, and map reading 
skills. 

Well done to all involved, but a special mention to Group 2X (Arlo, Louis, Adam, 
Monty, Sofenias, and Ali Benrabah) who completed both routes with ease! 

Year 10, please remember to get your volunteering forms in to complete your 
award! 

Gold (Pictured)
The D of E Gold Award practice expedition is took place between 12-15th July, 
with 20 Year 12 students. Due to Covid-19 this will be in Epping Forest this year, 
with a trip to Wales next year planned to complete the award.

Sports Clubs
From September ALL Sports Clubs 
are back up & Running!! 

Clubs that will be available are: 
Basketball, Football, Rugby, Table 
Tennis. Badminton, Netball, 
Handball, Dance, Fitness, Cricket and 
Rounders

We can’t wait to see you for All of 
our Trials, so make sure you get some 
practise over the summer.

House Captains
Congratulations to our 2021/22 Sports 
House Captains! From September 
House Captains will have weekly 
meeting and a lot more responsibility.

Year 11
Haitham G Alex D
Andrew V Nyron R
Ceana C Nissi K
Sonia O  Isabela N

Year 10
Rio M  Shai H
Kaleb L  Chady A
Natalie H Yezda M
Davine B Daniela K

Year 9
Henry F  Cole H
Jaydon P Kymani S
Jinan A  Lola H
Jaedyne L Zerda A

Year 8
Michael O Adrian M
Alejandro R George A
Fatma D  Ruby M
Chisom E Ceyda B
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Staff PLD Days

Keep up to date with news 
from the Academy here!
Our website: www.skinnersacademy.org.uk 

Instagram & Twitter: @skinnersacademy

EduLink One: Download the EduLink One 
(Overnetdata) app. 
Parents have been sent a username and password via 
email. Please note to access the Site Code (App only) 
use: skac

01 SEP 
& 

02 SEP

Term Ends
at 1.00pm

17 DEC

Covid Testing
Year 7, 11, 12 & 13

02 SEP

Covid Testing
Year 7, 11, 12 & 13

06 SEPCovid Testing
Year 8, 9 & 10

03 SEP

Term Starts
Year 7 & 12
(Covid Testing:Year 8, 9 & 10)

07 SEP

Year 12 
Assessment Week

27 SEP
to 

01 OCT
Half Term

25 OCT
to 

02 NOV

Year 11 & 13
Assessment Week

29 NOV
to 

03 DEC

Year 7, 8 & 9
Assessment Week

06 DEC
to 

10 DEC

Term Starts
All year groups

08 SEP

Click here to 
follow us on 
Instagram

All stories published in this newsletter (except those on 
pg.24-25) have been adapted from stories in previous issues 

of the Academy Newsletter. 

You can access our Newsletter Archive here.

http://www.instagram.com/skinnersacademy
http://www.instagram.com/skinnersacademy
https://www.skinnersacademy.org.uk/academy-newsletters
https://www.skinnersacademy.org.uk/academy-newsletters

