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Welcome to the first end of term 
newsletter of this academic year.
Since September the Academy has 
witnessed a number of significant 
changes, and this newsletter 
provides plenty of evidence that the 
Academy is a vibrant, successful 
and happy place to work and learn. 
The vast majority of our pupils are 
benefiting fully from everything 
that the Academy offers and the 
staff continue to go that extra mile to 
provide an exciting and varied range 
of activities in the classroom and 
beyond. 

In this edition of the newsletter, 
you will find out a bit more about 
the Senior Leadership Team 
(S.L.T.); share in the Prize-Giving 
celebrations; walk the red carpet 
with two of our pupils; find out 
more about how we celebrated 
Black History Month and the life of 

Nelson Mandela and generally gain 
a snapshot of the many opportunities 
our pupils enjoy. 

Finally for now, I’d like to thank 
all pupils who applied for roles 
of responsibility this term and 
congratulate our new Year 10 
prefects (pictured above) Serena 
Adebisi, Esin Akdogan, Melisa 
Atim, Kelell Davison-Thomas, 
Boluwatife Duyile, Diane Ejimadu, 
Rebecca Greaney, Ammandeep 
Kaur, Tabassum Nusibhya, Owen 
Nwanebu, Elle Scott, Connacht 
Sheffield and Irem Yesildag.

This newsletter is a wonderful 
record of the first term. Please read, 
enjoy and have a fantastic holiday 
season.

Tim Clark, 
Principal, Skinners’ Academy
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Tim Clark 
Principal

What 3 words best describe you? 
Committed, interested, enthusiastic 

What is your favourite thing about 
Skinners’ Academy?  
So many keen, motivated and friendly 
pupils and working with an incredibly 
committed and motivated staff. 

What are you excited about in the 
upcoming academic year? Working 
towards our vision of being the best or 
one of the best schools in London.

What motivational quote would 
you like to share with our Skinners’ 
community? “Always aim for the stars 
and, one day, you may hit the ceiling, 
the roof or beyond.” 

Meet the Senior Leadership Team
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Mark Johnstone 
Vice Principal, Bursar

What 3 words best describe you?
Supportive, hard-working, reliable

What is your favourite thing about 
Skinners’ Academy? The people…… 
Staff, Students, Parents, Governors! 
The staff are a fantastic group, 
absolutely committed to the success 
of the students and the Academy 
as a whole. The students are great, 
and have such enormous potential. 
The people in the building are then 
supported and challenged brilliantly 
in equal measure by the parents and 
governors. This makes for a great 
place to work, which will continue to 
get even better as we become more 
established. 

What are you excited about in the 
upcoming academic year?  
The academy breaks new ground 
every year. Student progression is 
key, and it will be great to see the 
Year 9 and 10 pupils progress further 
towards the academy’s first GCSE 
exams. This will be supported by new 
staff joining our existing team, under 
the leadership of our new Principal. 
Momentum is building, and it will be 
exciting to see how far this takes us.

What motivational quote would 
you like to share with our Skinners’ 
community? 
“Whether you think that you can, or 
that you can’t, you are usually right” - 
Henry Ford

Zehra Jaffer 
Vice Principal  (Pastoral)

What 3 words best describe you? 
Enjoy, achieve and make a difference 
(sorry not three!)

What is your favourite thing about 
Skinners’ Academy? Our students 

What are you excited about in the 
upcoming academic year?  
Students learning and achieving 
excellent results together with being 
happy and confident young people.

What motivational quote would 
you like to share with our Skinners’ 
community? Our waking hours form 
the text of our lives, our dreams, the 
commentary. Anonymous

Simon McNaught 
Vice Principal (Curriculum)

What 3 words best describe you? 
Patient, reliable, enthusiastic

What is your favourite thing about 
Skinners’ Academy? The students

What are you excited about in the 
upcoming academic year? Seeing the 
academic and personal development 
of the Academy community

What motivational quote would 
you like to share with our Skinners’ 
community? Something my father 
used to say to me when I was at 
school: “Try hard, work hard, play 
hard”

David Francis 
Assistant Vice Principal  

What 3 words best describe you? 
Honest, positive, dedicated

What is your favourite thing about 
Skinners’ Academy? The diversity 
and strength of character of students 
and staff.

What are you excited about in the 
upcoming academic year? Ensuring 
Key Stage 4 prepares our students 
for the greatest possible examination 
success.

What motivational quote would 
you like to share with our Skinners’ 
community?  ‘Imagination is more 
important than knowledge’ – Albert 
Einstein

Abdullah Fathulla 
Assistant Vice Principal  

What 3 words best describe you?
Team player, flexible and loyal. 

What is your favourite thing about 
Skinners’ Academy? My favourite 
thing about Skinners’ Academy is 
the fantastic education offered and 
tailored to the needs of every pupil 
from all different backgrounds. It is 
simply a world class education that is 
culturally diverse and rich. There is 
a high expectation for every pupil to 
work hard, value each other’s feelings 
and sense of respect for themselves 
and others. I get thrilled when I see 
pupils arrive at the gate with good 
morning and smiles on their face. 
More than six hours later they depart 
with similar smiles. 

What are you excited about in the 
upcoming academic year?
I am excited about the opportunities 
we provide for the pupils to develop 
their own spiritual and moral 
capabilities. We will continue to 
encourage pupils to accept their 
responsibilities to themselves, 
the Academy and the local and 
wider communities. We will be 
assisting pupils to become mature, 
hardworking, and enthusiastic about 
learning. I am looking forward 
to seeing the transformation in 
their attitude towards positive, 
wholehearted and creative 
environment.  I am also excited about 
our commitment to learning for pupils, 
staff and local community. Therefore, 
it is the duty of pupils, parents 
and staff to take the active part in 
supporting the Academy’s mission to 
achieve excellence. 

What motivational quote would 
you like to share with our Skinners’ 
community?
“Nothing great was ever achieved 
without enthusiasm.” Ralph Waldo 
Emerson. 
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Skinners’ School Reporters Live from the BBC Radio 1 Teen Awards
On Sunday 3 November, two of our Year 10 BBC School News Reporters hit the red carpet at the BBC Radio 1 Teen 
Awards. Their assignment: to interview celebrities as they arrived at the awards – and ask them about what they were like as 
teenagers. 
Tabassum and Brando rubbed shoulders with starts including Rita Ora, Pixie Lott, Professor Green, Conor Maynard and 
many more – and describe the experience as a unique (and amazing) one which has built their confidence and helped them 
increase and identify their skills. Best described in their own words… Tabassum’s account of the experience is below:

It was amazing! We had the best time ever! My favourite moment had to be meeting and interviewing all the 
celebrities, especially Pixie Lott, Fall Out Boy, Conor Maynard and JacksGap! I think Pixie Lott was really nice she 
complimented my eyes (which nearly made me faint!) and so was Fall Out Boy. I’m so used to seeing them on the 
internet or TV in America and it was so weird to actually see them in person.  Conor Maynard and JacksGap were 
really nice they complimented our uniform and were really interested in our school. Both Professor Green and Conor 
Maynard shared inspirational messages with us, mentioning that when times are hard “it will always get better.” 
They also emphasised “Don’t let anyone tell you, you can’t.”

In terms of the process of interviewing celebrities on the red carpet, I learnt that you had to scream to attract their 
attention  to come over and do interviews with you but also that you have to be good at coming up with questions 
on the spot to ask new celebrities. The experience of being a BBC News School Reporter at the BBC Radio 1 Teen 
Awards has definitely built up my confidence. It makes me feel that if I can talk to celebrities then I can talk to anyone. 
It also helped to make my career aspirations so much clearer now. I feel like I have a better idea of what I want to 
do… something to do with presenting and media would be really nice and fun! Overall I think it was one of the best 
moments of my life. It was amazing. If I could I would do it all over again! 

Congratulations to Tabassum and Brando  
for successfully completing this assignment.  
 
For more information about Skinners’  
involvement in the BBC News School Report, 
speak to Mr Todd (English Teacher). 

Patrick Robbins 
Assistant Vice Principal

What 3 words best describe you?
Creative, Determined, Enthusiastic

What is your favourite thing about 
Skinners’ Academy? Difference isn’t 
just tolerated it’s celebrated.  I love 
working with varied but uniformly 
caring staff, in a rich multicultural 
environment. Whatever your 
background, gifts or talents, the 
Academy will allow you to play your 
part. Everyone here, members of staff, 
governors, students, pupils and parents 
are valued and expected to contribute 
to making us an inspirational learning 
community. The creativity coming 
from our pupils is infectious. A ‘Can 
do!’ philosophy is emerging.

What are you excited about in the 
upcoming academic year?
...The prospect of getting my first 
groups to perform really well in their 
Physics GCSE. Building a firm and 
successful foundation at GCSE for 
future studies is such an important 
stage in pupils’ lives. I know that 
as pupils become successful their 
confidence grows and their aspirations 
rise higher and higher. Looking 
further forward I will be setting up 
and offering A Level Physics. I’ll 
feel we’ve put ourselves on the map 
when our students come back from 
top Universities to work with us 
on enthusing  and inspiring a new 
generation of children.  

As a senior leader I feel privileged to 
be part of a team led by Tim Clark 
that is charged with moving Skinners’ 
Academy on. I am determined to play 
my part in ensuring that we are not 
just seen as a ‘Good’ school but an 
‘Outstanding’ one. 
 
What motivational quote would 
you like to share with our Skinners’ 
community?
An unexamined life is not worth 
living. – Socrates
So…examine your life! – Robbins

04/05_Skinners’ Academy Newsletter December 2013

Emma Hobbs 
Assistant Vice Principal  
Curriculum Lead for P.E.  

What 3 words best describe you? 
Energetic, Loud and Honest

What is your favourite thing about 
Skinners’ Academy? 
Although London is my home it is 
not where I am from (my family all 
still live in Wales) and therefore my 
favourite aspect of the academy is the 
‘family feel’.  I think the place has 
some great characters, and I enjoy 
spending time learning and having fun 
with both the staff and students!

What are you excited about in the 
upcoming academic year?
There are lots of up and coming 
projects that excite me this year but 
I am delighted to be heading up the 
student council.  

By placing student voice at the heart 
of learning and academy life, and 
giving pupils some control over aspects 
of their learning should lead to much 
greater engagement.  Pupils will learn 
from being exposed to real life issues 
and challenges.  They should learn 
that they don’t always get what they 
want, but that their voice is heard 
in real decision making things that 
matter to them.  In order to make 
the student council successful there 
must be action, I want to ensure 
that projects are completed and 
that achievements are visible to all 
students, staff and the community.  

What motivational quote would 
you like to share with our Skinners’ 
community?

“Success doesn’t come to you...you go 
to it.”
Marva Collins

Sarah Redman 
Assistant Vice Principal 
Curriculum Lead for English  

What 3 words best describe you? 
Forward thinking, determined and 
organised

What is your favourite thing about 
Skinners’ Academy? I love the 
vibrant energy of our students and 
their commitment to achievement 
through hard work and determination. 

What are you excited about in the 
upcoming academic year? I am 
excited about developing the way 
our pupils are assessed and reporting 
their achievements. It is great to see 
progress and I enjoy working out 
new strategies to help both teachers 
and pupils reach their targets.                                                                                                                                         
                                                                                                                                                 
What motivational quote would 
you like to share with our Skinners’ 
community? “If you think you can do 
it, you can.”    (John Burroughs)

Rex Lewis 
Assistant Vice Principal  

What 3 words best describe you? 
Approachable, Considered, Fair

What is your favourite thing about 
Skinners’ Academy?  The rich ethnic 
diversity amongst staff and students 
and local community

What are you excited about in the 
upcoming academic year? The 
chance to build an Academy in which 
all stakeholders feel a sense of pride.

What motivational quote would 
you like to share with our Skinners’ 
community? “A journey of a thousand 
miles begins with a single step.” 
Chinese philosopher Laozi

You can see links on the BBC News School Report website here:  
 
In pictures: Red carpet reporting at Radio 1 Teen Awards 2013: 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schoolreport/24776977  
Pixie Lott wrote some songs on her first album in her teens:  
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schoolreport/24804784
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Prize-Giving Celebrations 
On 7 November, Skinners’ Academy held its annual Prize-Giving ceremony – recognising some fantastic achievements from 
the 2012-2013 academic year. 

The evening, which included performances from a Year 7 choir, a selection of drama students and some of our talented 
musicians – featured subject prizes which recognised students for their excellent progress in the 2012-2013 academic year as 
well as prizes for academic and sporting excellence. 

In addition to the prizes awarded to last year’s Years 7 to 9, it was lovely to welcome back some of our recent Year 13s – 
who have now moved on to universities including Kings College, Queen Mary University of London, Brunel University, 
Southampton Solent, UWE Bristol and more – and are reading subjects as varied as Business Management to Occupational 
Therapy and International Politics with Professional Development to Biomedical Science. These students are a great example 
of hard work and perseverance and we look forward to our current students progressing to great success not just in their GCSEs 
but also into the 6th form when it re-launches in September 2015 (with our current Year 10 students). 

As an Academy, we look forward to continuing and increased student success in the current academic year and again, 
congratulate recent the prize winners.

Prize-Giving Winners 2012-2013
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Subject Prizes Year 7
English Ashley Fowler

Mathematics Dogancan Aydemir

Science Henry Vu

Art and Design Stanley Harrison

Design and Technology Khadija Abumaye

Drama Selver Toygun 

French Sude Yilmaz

Geography Ababacar Maurice Diallo

History Argtim Ibisi

ICT / Computing Tajai Brown

Music Mehmet Gozubuyuk

Physical Education Rose Pepperday

Religious Studies Umaimah Ashif

Spanish Dorian Szczawinski

Subject Prizes Year 8
English Naeema Hanif

Mathematics Hanan Guthmy

Science Samson Adeola

Art and Design Aishah Islam

Design and Technology Joyce Mafolo

Drama Inan Sakar

French Yvana Tuladhar Lorenzo

Geography Matthew Daniel

History Alanny Da Silva Almeida

ICT / Computing ReshamReej Lohia

Music Helin Boztas

Physical Education Ozkan Ozdemir

Religious Studies Tyreeka Williams

Spanish Nata Goncalves Da Silva

 Year 7 SSOGA Prizes for Services to the life 
of  the Academy

Mehmet Gozubuyuk
Tajai Brown

 Year 7 SSOGA Prizes for overall academic 
achievement throughout the year

Fuad Hussein 
Andrea Salinas

 Year 8 SSOGA Prizes for overall academic 
achievement throughout the year

Derek Nguyen
Dhara Damania

 Year 7 Sports Person of the Year
Christian Lawrence
Holly Davison

 Year 8 Sports Person of the Year
Reinako Jones
Kamara Martin

A highlights video of the event is available on the Skinners’ 
Academy website.  
 
Please visit www.skinnersacademy.org.uk to access it. 

 Year 8 SSOGA Prizes for Services to the life 
of  the Academy

Morgan Charles
Robyn Barrett
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 Year 9 SSOGA Prizes for Services to the life 
of  the Academy

Ronnie O’Connor
Tabassum Nusibhya

Subject Prizes Year 9
English Irem Yesildag

Mathematics Polina Halabitska

Science Elsie O’Rourke

Art and Design Connacht Sheffield

Drama Kamran Rzazada

Economics Esin Akdogan

French Nasra Bana

Geography Rebecca Greaney

Health and Social Care Khadidja Benfetouha

History Tolulope Adisa

ICT Larissa Dang

Computing Kelell Davison-Thomas

Music Jaden Hope

Physical Education Tracy Tran

Product Design Ammandeep Kaur

Religious Studies Sabiha Alam

Spanish Sabah Hussein

Textiles Emine Huylu

 Year 9 Sports Person of the Year
Brando Williams        
Shaquele Lewis-Frame

Key Stage 5 Awards
Best Sixth Form 
achievement awards

Oya Kucukler
Juliana Volpato
Rachel Anyetei

SSOGA award(s) for 
contribution to life of the 
Academy

Omoyemi Aileru
Vanesia Asaftei
Sadia Aden
Kushnuma Mamadicbal

Sixth Form Prize Winners 2012-2013

Key Stage 5 Awards
Sir Michael Colman Awards

Best A2 results Samroz Tandel

Best AS results Siddiqa Tandel

BTec Business (Level 2) Emmanuel Andrews

BTec Business (Level 3) Agata Ciszewska

BTec Childcare (Level 2) Anita Abraham

BTec Health and Social Care Sana Patel
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Information Communications Technology (I.C.T.)

Creating an interactive product 
using multimedia components 
This term, pupils in Year 9 have been given the opportunity 
to study a unit which helps them to understand the process 
of planning and designing an interactive website for a 
client. This sort of task is reflective of a brief someone in 
this industry would receive in the work place. They have 
been developing their research, planning and design skills 
to develop a series of work leading to the production of an 
interactive website.  The unit is enabling pupils to:

 • Understand the various stages of a project

 •  Identify and understand the importance of the           
     Client’s needs

 •   Develop literacy skills to communicate their  
     proposals for the interactive website

 •   Explore and understand the need to produce 
     planning and design documentation

 •   Use planning and development tools to create a 
     product to meet the needs of the client

 •   Assess and review the project and product.

Ms Rao, Curriculum Leader for ICT

 

Planning my work in ICT has helped 
me a lot, I feel more confident; due to 
my confidence I was able to produce a 
fantastic amount of good quality work 
that I am proud of.

Kamara Martin, Year 9

 

I really enjoyed planning my work 
because it’s going to really help me 
create my website and make it easier 
for me.

Ezgi Kahraman, Year 9

  Year 9 SSOGA Prizes for overall academic 
achievement throughout the year

Michael Odetola
Connacht Sheffield
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Nelson Mandela is an 
inspiration person to 
people of all races and 
backgrounds. Also, he 
helped the people of 
South Africa find what 
they really wanted 
– freedom… He will 
always be in the hearts 
of many people he has 
helped
 
Keziah Malungu, Year 8

Remembering Nelson Mandela
 

You have inspired me to stand up for what I believe in 
and to never give up… because you never gave up on 
your dream! Thank you. 
 
Emer Sheffield, Year 8

Remembering Nelson Mandela
Following the death of Nelson Mandela, the revered statesman who emerged 
from prison after 27 years to lead South Africa out of decades of a racist apartheid 
system, Skinners’ Academy pupils have been reflecting on the impact he made to 
the world… and to them. 

Since Friday 6 December, the morning after the news broke, assemblies, advisory 
time and notice boards have been just some of the platforms used to explore the 
work and message of South Africa’s first black president, Nelson Mandela, and 
why/how this relates to us now.

Staff and pupils participated in a minute’s silence and some then watched a video 
featuring a reading (by Morgan Freeman) of the poem that got him through his 
dark days in prison – Invictus. In addition, in advisory groups, some pupils also 
explored this quote from Mr Mandela: 

“I have walked that long road to freedom. I have tried not to falter; I have 
made missteps along the way. But I have discovered the secret that, after 
climbing a great hill, one only finds that there are many more hills to climb. 
I have taken a moment here to rest, to steal a view of the glorious vista that 
surrounds me, to look back on the distance I have come. But I can only rest 
for a moment, for with freedom comes responsibilities, and I dare not linger, 
for my long walk is not ended.”

Some of the messages pupils posted are visible below – and some early responses 
fed into the breaking news story, resulting in Skinners’ Academy being featured 
on the BBC News School Report website.  
You can access these via http://www.bbc.co.uk/schoolreport/25259600. 

Black History Month Celebrations
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Nelson Mandela – you 
have inspired me to 
follow my faith and what 
I believe in. You are also 
my biggest inspiration. 
Rest in Perfect Peace. 
 
Anika Foster Cabey, Year 9

 

R.I.P. Nelson Mandela. 
You are one of the 
greatest heroes of 
our time and you are 
truly the “unofficial” 
president of the world. 
You will be dearly 
missed. 
Armend Bajraktari, Year 9

Black History Month 
Concert 
Song, music, dance and food were 
all elements of Skinners’ Academy’s 
Black History Month Celebrations 
held on Thursday 24 October. 

Black History Month, an annual 
observance for remembrance of 
important people and events in the 
history of the African Diaspora was 
recognised through the month and 
culminated in this event – which 
featured lively student and staff 
performances.   

Thanks to Ms Oleforo, Ms Bushay- 
Morgan and the many members of 
staff and students who participated in 
the organisation of the event as well 
as through performing and buying 
tickets for the show, which raised 
£351 for Cancer Research UK.  
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Business & Enterprise

Half Price Book Fair 
As a Business National BTEC class we organised a book 
fair which took place on Monday 2nd to Wednesday 4th 
December 2013.  This formed part of the assessment of our 
qualification but also allowed us to organise an amazing 
event for the benefit of the whole Academy community. 
The purpose of organising a book fair was to promote 
literacy and a love of reading books.  It also allowed us to 
raise funds for resources for the library and offer students 
50% off the price of books. 

We organised the book fair through a company called 
Scholastic and ran the fair over three days. We received 
many customers at lunchtime and after school.

The book fair event has been very successful as we received 
excellent feedback from our customers and we made over 
£1,200 in book sales. Our profits will be used to buy new 
books for the library for everyone to borrow. 

Sephora Ndombe, Year 13

Mosaic Mentoring Programme - World of Work visit at the BBC
As part of the Mosaic Mentoring Programme 20 Year 10 pupils were invited to attend a World of Work visit at the BBC New 
Broadcasting House, located in Portland Place on 6 November.
His Royal Highness The Prince of Wales founded the Mosaic programme in 2007 with the aim of creating opportunities for 
young people. The programme is delivered by volunteers from the business and public sectors and helps to lift the aspirations 
of pupils by introducing them to subjects not normally taught at as part of the school curriculum.
Our Year 10 pupils were given the opportunity to meet BBC staff, and discussed the career opportunities available at the 
BBC. They were lucky to meet and interview BBC London News reader and journalist Asad Ahmad. Pupils asked him 
questions like “What did you study at school, college and university?”  “Who inspired you as a young person”. 
Our pupils had a tour of the New BBC Broadcasting House and also took part in a radio drama activity. This gave the 
students an insight into how these plays are planned and organised and what skills are required to get into radio.

Ms Kurtuldu, Business Studies Teacher / Deputy Head of Year 10

  
It was really inspiring meeting and listening to BBC London news reader Asad 
Ahmad.
 
Mehmet Kivrakoglu, Year 10 

Business & Maths
Investors Challenge
Year 10 students have been taking part in a joint business and maths after school 
enrichment called the Investors Challenge with Ms Potter and Ms Ottway.  
Students have to manage a portfolio of stocks and shares worth millions of 
pounds.  The stocks and shares have to be bought and sold weekly and their 
prices match trading prices based on the London Stock Exchange.  Students 
need to predict which shares will rise and which will fall each week to try and 
improve the value of their portfolio.  The students are competing nationally 
against other schools and if any of our teams investments prove to be the most 
lucrative they will have a chance to win a trip to New York City. 
Ms Potter, Head of Business Studies & Ms Ottway, Second in Maths

History
Whose Remembrance? 
On 27 November, five Year 10 pupils went to the Whose Remembrance? event 
at the House of Commons, Westminster. Whose Remembrance? is a short film 
produced by the Imperial War Museum that focuses on the role of colonial troops 
in both World Wars. The film aimed to demonstrate the impact that a community 
history project can have on social inclusion and provide a platform for discussion 
of how the contribution of colonial troops can best be addressed. The viewing was 
followed by a roundtable discussion led by Suzanne Bardgett, Head of Research at 
Imperial War Museums and the event was chaired by Diane Abbott MP.  

All the pupils who attended were great ambassadors for the school and not for 
the first time, members of the public commented on their appearance and their 
professional manner. Several of the pupils took part in the discussion and Diane 
Abbott also expressed how impressed she was with our pupils.  They made such a 
positive impact that we were invited to another discussion by Arthur Torrington 
who is the secretary of the Windrush Foundation at the Royal Geographical 
Society (please see information about the event below). 

Mr Alexis, Head of Year 10

Making Freedom – Riots, Rebellions & 
Revolutions 
Very soon after the Whose Remembrance? event, four Year 10 pupils attended 
a talk on Making Freedom – Riots, Rebellions & Revolutions held at the Royal 
Geographical Society on Tuesday 3rd December. The presentation focused on 
the Morant Bay Rebellion by Cecil Gutzmore and discussed the revolt on 11th 
October 1865 where hundreds of Africans were led by Paul Bogle (1820-1865), 
a native Baptist deacon, into the town of St. Thomas in the east of Jamaica. 
The rebellion that followed had repercussions which spread to other Caribbean 
colonies and Britain.
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Christmas Card 
Competition 
This year saw a variety of creative 
responses to the annual Christmas 
card competition. Special thanks to 
Year 7 in particular who made a big 
effort and were very responsive to 
the competition. The work of the 
following pupils was shortlisted and 
very well received. 

Selver Toygun 8Y4- Winner

Lucas Wingrove 7Y2- Second Place

Eda Apat- 8Y2 - Third Place 

The final design which is being used 
for the Academy card was created by 
Aafreen Jaffer 10X1. The design uses 
an observational drawing of an acorn, 
the object often used in Christmas 
decorations - combined with a 
seasonal colour. 

Mr Devlin, Curriculum Leader for Art

Second Place - Lucas Wingrove 7Y2

Third Place - Eda Apat 8Y2

Winner - Aafreen Jaffer 10X1

Science
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Year 10 Art Exam Masterpieces 
This term Year 10 Art students took part in an all-day art 
exam, in conditions which are similar to what they can 
expect in their GCSE next [academic] year. Their work 
was based on a single natural form drawn from life. Painting 
styles and techniques were explored and students developed 
their own individual method of work. The outcomes were 
very strong and will be exhibited later in the year.

Tate Modern Visit 
On 20 November, a group of Year 10 art students visited 
the Tate Modern museum as part of their Art exam 
preparations. The visit was designed for students to explore 
and learn about painting techniques and the different effects 
possible with the medium of paint. Students worked in 
groups discussing the art work and their sketchbook pages 
inspired by the visit demonstrate the excellent conversations 
and thoughts they had. 

Mr Devlin, Curriculum Leader for Art 

Art & Design

Science Club
The Science department is running after school science clubs every Wednesday 
between 3-4pm. The science club has covered a variety of demonstrations 
including making elephant toothpaste, using Van der Graaf generator and 
combustion of methane bubbles. Feedback from pupils so far has been very 
positive.

Hallie from Year 9 describes her science club experience as “a fun event that had 
many practical experiments” and “I have learnt that gas can still be set alight even 
if it is surrounded within a liquid bubble”. Yusra from Year 9 thought the activities 
were “fun” and “amazing” because it was the first time they were demonstrated.

We would like to thank all pupils who have attended the science club for their 
participation and welcome any suggestions from pupils on the experiments they 
would like to see in future.

Mt Tuton, Science Teacher 
Mr Han, Science Teaching Assistant 

Winner - Selver Toygun 8Y4



Geography Department Rewards 
The Geography department had its first “Pizza Lunch”, for 
Diane Ejimadu, who achieved 20 rewards in Geography. 
She cashed them in for a 12” pizza lunch to share with a 
friend.  If the students continue to collect rewards they 
can go on an after school trip (30 rewards) to Greenwich 
Meridian  or the Crystal via the O2 gondolas, the Natural 
History Museum to see the EQ galleries or Kew Gardens to 
look at ecosystems . 

The best reward to save up for is a weekend of activities, 
climbing, caving and canoeing (50 rewards) in Edale, 
Derbyshire, with the Geography teachers in May. We look 
forward to celebrating many more student successes as the 
year progresses. 

Mrs Syme  
Curriculum Leader for Geography

Geography
Teaching Tectonics 
This term, a number of pupils took 
part in The Great Shake Out, an 
annual opportunity for people in 
homes, schools, and organizations 
to practice what to do during 
earthquakes, and to improve 
preparedness. 

The Great Shake Out took place on 
17 October and involved 25,000,000 
people worldwide practicing for an 
earthquake or other natural disaster.

The Year 10 geographers in Skinners’ 
Academy learnt what to pack in a 
disaster kit, and how to stay alive in a 
collapsing building, which relates to 
their GCSE tectonics topic.

FYI (here are the top tips): Get 
outside if you can or get under a table 
or in a door frame. Have a designated 
meeting place for your family, pack 
water purification tablets, tins, a can 
opener, a wind up torch and radio and 
spare warm clothes. 

Mrs Syme,  
Curriculum Leader for Geography
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E-Safety and Cyberbullying 
On Thursday 26 September, Alex Holmes from the Princess 
Diana Awards for Anti-Bullying visited Skinners’ to talk to 
Year 9s and 10s about his experiences. Now 25, Alex was 
himself bullied at school but subsequently became known 
for raising awareness and speaking out against bullying 
in his home town. The campaign surrounding e-safety 
and cyberbullying is progressing nationwide, with many 
famous faces backing the fight against bullying. In his talk, 
Alex Holmes spoke to the students about E-Safety, Cyber 
bullying and staying safe online. The students took part in a 
number of activities which emphasised the teachings around 
these issues and also highlighted where to seek help if under 
threat. The students found it very engaging and informative. 

Ms Oleforo, Curriculum Leader, RS and Citizenship

Religious Studies/Citizenship

Skinners’ appoints anti-bullying 
ambassadors
On Wednesday 27 November, representatives from The 
Princess Diana Awards delivered training to 19 Key 
Stage 3 pupils – enabling them to become Anti-Bullying 
Ambassadors for Skinners’ Academy. 

The Anti-Bullying Ambassador programme offers fun, 
informative and interactive training to young people, staff, 
and parents to help them tackle bullying in their schools and 
communities. The practical ideas, information and top tips 
are designed to leave staff, young people and parents feeling 
confident, motivated and inspired to stamp out bullying. The 
programme works in partnership with the Department for 
Education and has trained over 4500 ambassadors in over 
600 primary and secondary schools to date.  The training 
has equipped appointed pupils with inspiration, practical 
ideas and top tips to fulfil their role and each student 
received a badge and a certificate in recognition of their new 
position. The official list of Anti-Bullying Ambassadors for 
Skinners’ Academy is on the right hand side of this article. 
Congratulations on being appointed!

Year 7
Taher Ali 7X1

Daniella Brown-Llabres 7X1

Salise Buldu 7Y1

Aishah Busari 7Y3

Teon Christian 7Y3

Aasta Clark 7Y1

Dontai Edwards 7Y3

Wiktoria Kurzawa 7X1

Lamia Osman 7X1

Melvin Sakyi 7Y1

A Cautionary Tale: Shaun Attwood
On 27 November, Shaun Attwood, an author and speaker, featured on Banged-Up/Locked-Up Abroad following his stint in 
a notorious prison in Arizona visited Skinners’ Academy. Addressing Years 7 and 8, the aim of the Shaun’s talk was to discuss 
and share his jail experience and the consequences he faced by getting involved in drugs, crime and the wrong friends - clearly 
highlighting the negative consequences he faced as a result of his actions. He speaks to students and audiences across the UK 
and Europe due to the powerful nature of his story and it was a real eye opener for pupils.  Shaun donated his book ‘Hard time’ 
to the school library and it has been really popular since.

Year 8                                          
Felix Brocklehurst 8X1

Miles Broomfield 8X3

Usmangani Dawood 8Y1

Nicolas Goncalves 8X3

Zaher Khan 8Y3

Mikolaj Krus 8Y1

Christian Lawrence 8Y1

Joy Onuba 8Y3

Tara Paul Reid 8Y1

Khuloud Hamid 8Y3
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Access to Employment Starts Now:  
Work Experience for Year 10 pupils 
We are pleased to confirm that in the summer term, Year 10 pupils will be given 
the opportunity to experience the World of Work through the Inspire! Work 
Experience programme. Inspire! is the Education Business Partnership for 
Hackney and every year provides support to more than 3,000 young people, 
ensuring their time in the workplace is beneficial and enjoyable. 

Work Experience will take place on Monday 30 June – Friday 4 July 2014 and 
although Inspire! will be sourcing sufficient opportunities for the entire year group, 
Year 10s and their parents/carers also have the opportunity to seek their own 
placement if they want to be specific with the type of placement they do (beyond 
our attempts to align pupils with the areas of interest they express). 

We held an Introduction to Work Experience session for Year 10s (pictured) and 
on Tuesday 21 January 2014, at 6.30pm, we will be following up with a ‘Work 
Experience Information Evening’ for Year 10s and their parents/carers and request 
that you return the slip on the letter (to follow) to reception…  by 14th January. 

At the age of 14/15 –  all types of work experience are valuable as it helps to build 
essential transferable employability skills – and we look forward to supporting our 
first cohort of Year 10 students as they embark on this exciting experience. 

Mrs Visram,  
Careers Development Co-ordinator / Communications & Marketing Manager

Cadets Opportunity 
for Years 9 & 10 
We have been invited by the City of 
London Police to suggest names of 
pupils who may be interested in joining 
their cadet force. 

Applications are welcome from 
everyone between 13 and 18.

Being a cadet encourages teamwork 
and gives you leadership training. 
Membership looks very good on CVs 
and job applications. Membership will 
also help you gain highly regarded 
qualifications such as the Duke of 
Edinburgh Award and First Aid 
certification. The main requirements 
of being a cadet are to be enthusiastic, 
committed and to attend one training 
session per week.

Training sessions are held near Old 
Street – tube or bus 141 from Manor 
House or train from Finsbury Park. 
There is a membership fee of £25 per 
term (£75 per year) but there are ways 
of helping with these costs.

If interested, pupils are encouraged to 
please speak to Mr Clark asap. 
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Careers & Aspirations Corner
Student Finance Workshop 
Distinctly ahead of the official 15 January 2014 deadline, 
all Skinners’ Academy Sixth Form students have now 
completed their UCAS university applications and are 
waiting for responses from universities. A number have 
already received some exciting conditional offers to the 
universities of their choice. 

In preparation for getting offers to study at university, on 
18 November, all Sixth Form students participated in a 
Finance Workshop as part of the Student Finance Tour put 
on by Student Finance England to help them get clued up 
on the loans, bursaries and grants available to students.  The 
tour presenter was a recent graduate, trained and equipped 
to deliver the presentation and answer any questions that 
students may have about the financial support available – 
and his ability to connect with the age of and stage of our 
students made this an especially useful talk. 

Ms Potter,  
Head of Business Studies / Deputy Head of Sixth Form 

Sixth Form: Interview Skills
On 27 November, all Sixth Form students participated in 
a work shop designed to prepare students for the transition 
from school to university.  Delivered by FutureReach, 
an organisation which supports diverse university bound 
students to access to top employers, the workshop included 
content about the job hunting process, university interviews 
and developing interview techniques. 

Information about interview techniques were brought 
to life by actors who demonstrated scenarios of good 
and bad interview practices - before getting students to 
try interviewing each other.  The programme was fun 
and engaging and students really developed their self-
confidence and ability to ask and answer difficult interview 
style questions.    

 

 I think yesterday’s workshop was 
very useful for me because it enables 
me to develop some of my skills as 
my strengths. I enjoyed the workshop 
because it helped me have an idea of 
what an interview situation will be like 
in the real world and this enables me to 
be more confident in my own ability.

 Oluseun Olayinka, Year 13

Keep up to date with news from the Academy all year round 
through our varying communication channels - including:
Our website: www.skinnersacademy.org.uk 

Twitter: @skinnersacademy

Facebook: www.facebook.com/skinnersacademyhackney

Keep in Touch

 

 I think the workshop was beneficial to 
me because it showed me the skills that 
employers look for and what I have to 
do in an interview.

 Kapunga, Year 13
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Skinners’ Star Chefs 
In the last academic year, the Design & Technology 
department nominated Felix Brocklehurst (Year 8) and 
Alexix Powell (now a former pupil) as ‘up and coming star 
chefs’.  Both students were selected by ITV to cook a dish 
on their new children’s TV programme ‘Munch Box’. The 
show is aired on both ITV and CITV their episode aired in 
early December (7 December) but may still be available on 
ITV player .

Ms Greco-Addo,  
Curriculum Leader for Design & Technology 
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Design & Technology
Eat Well Plate 
This term, the Year 9 Food Technology GCSE group have 
been learning about the importance of the Eat Well Plate. 
Pupils looked at why it was important to ensure that each 
meal of the day reflected the Eat Well Plate and what 
role each section plays in keeping your body healthy. For 
three days, pupils kept food diaries and the majority of 
the group did very well at putting the theory of what they 
learnt into practice. The next stage was to work in pairs as 
food designers and create a meal which met the Eat Well 
Plate guidelines. All pupils worked very well and created 
some amazing dishes.  

Mr Williams, Design & Technology Teacher  

Learning Textiles Techniques 
through Quilting  

The Year 9 GCSE Textiles group has been working towards 
making mini quilts this term. 

Each section of the quilt has been created using different 
Textiles techniques to allow students to explore different 
methods within the subject and to discover where their 
strengths lie. 

Some of the different techniques used were: 

• Batik – The method of using hot wax and fabric dye to 
create an image 

• Embroidery – The method of using wool to sew an image 

• Applique – The method of sewing different fabrics 
together using the sewing machine to create an image 

• Knitting – The method of using knitting needles and wool 
to knit a square 

• Lino printing – The method of using Linoleum sheets and 
a sharp gauge to carve out an image before printing using 
fabric paint 

• Tie Dye – The method of tying fabric with thread before 
dip dying it to create weird and wonderful patterns 

• Pocket Making – Learning how to make a pocket 

Message from the Parent 
Governor
Dear Fellow Parent, 
 
I trust and hope that you are well. As the Autumn term 
draws to a close, may I take this opportunity to extend 
congratulations and thanks for your continued support of 
the Parent Forum as a group and to Skinners’ Academy as 
a whole.

The start of this school year saw a new Principal in post 
and with this comes a very different management style. In 
general terms, discipline within the classroom and within 
the Academy has improved. Let us continue to support 
and encourage our children to do their very best both at 
home within the Skinners’ Community. Let us continue to 
monitor and track their progress and get their point of view 
on life at the Academy.

Also our support and regards to the staff at Skinners’ 
Academy is of vital importance as this teaches our children 
respect for authority and an appreciation of mutual 
collaboration in their learning.

Fellow parents, I value you all. Thank you for giving your 
time to meet and sharing your views in an open forum. 
From 2014, you will be hearing more about the newly 
dubbed “Parents’ Association” and about how you can 
get involved with the shared mission of supporting the 
Academy. 

Hope to meet soon. 
Ronnie

Ronnie O’Connor 
Parent Governor

Parents’ Corner
Some Dates for your Diary
Monday 6 January: 
Back to school for Spring term

Wednesday 15 January, Individual 
times 
Academic Mentoring Day  
for Years 7 & 8 and their parents/carers

Thursday 16 January; 4pm 
Year 10 Parents’ Evening

Tuesday 21 January, 6pm: 
Work Experience information evening for 
Year 10s and parents/carers

Wednesday 22 January, 4pm 
Year 9 Parents’ Evening

Wednesday 29 January, 5pm 
Parents’ Training opportunity:  
VLE, ePortal, MyMaths, Accelerated 
Reader etc. 

Please note: 
 
Details may be subject to change. You 
will generally be notified of key events by 
letter and / or text.

If ever you have any questions, please call 
reception on 020 8800 7411. 



22/23_Skinners’ Academy Newsletter December 2013

Physical Education (P.E.)
Hackney Tennis Victory

Congratulations to Kane Elkin (Year 8) and the Hackney 
Tennis team he is part of for being named Team 
Contribution winners (i.e. overall winning team) at the 
London Youth Games 2013. 

This is a fantastic accomplishment and follows four of our 4 
students representing Skinners’ Academy at the Games. 

Ms Hobbs, Curriculum Leader, P.E. 

Autumn Term Sports Personalities 
Congratulations to pupils who have been awarded Sports 
Personality of the month (for those with outstanding sporting 
performance) during this first term:

September: Eren Kinali, Ore Shoyinka

October: Hubert Kosciuk, Wicktoria Tomaszewska

November: Adam Akinlade, Emily Hauca 

SEPTEMBER WINNERS

OCTOBER WINNERS

NOVEMBER WINNERS

Year 7 Boys Football Success
Year 7 football team have played 4 games and won them 
all and at the time of going to press, were successfully 
moving up the league and on the cusp of moving to the top 
of the table. 
In a recent game, with 6 minutes to go, Skinners’ 
Academy were losing 4-2 when Sameer Abdulwasie 
scored to bring the score to 4-3. This goal galvanised the 
team and their ‘never say die’ attitude came through. 
Timmy Junior Samuel-Alasie scored to tie the game and 
30 seconds later Timmy completed his hat-trick to seal 
the victory. Skinners’ won 5-4.
A great victory and great attitude which should see the 
team go from strength to strength. Congratulations. 
Mr Howe, PE Teacher 

Extracurricular P.E. Clubs
Here are some of the extracurricular clubs you can get involved with. We look 
forward to you joining in:

Netball Update 
Our Year 8 team is doing especially 
well in Netball and are currently 
second in the Hackney league, only 
losing one match (to Clapton Girls) 
so far. Congratulations to Joy Onuba, 
Emer Sheffield, Holly Davision, 
Kapryce Ellis, Pavandeep Kaur, 
Makedah Henry–Spence and Beste 
Yilmaz on their great teamwork 
and hard work which has led to this 
success. 

Year 9 and Year 10 teams have a 
number of games winning against 
Bridge Academy and more… and our 
ladies at present they are mid table 
with some tough games yet to play. 

Match Report: Year 
9 basketball vs. 
Petchey 91-14
The Year 9 boys’ basketball team 
made it two wins from two with 
an outstanding team performance 
against Petchey which resulted in 
a final score of 91-14. Dominating 
right from the first quarter, Skinners’ 
well organised defence and clinical 
attack scored regularly whilst 
restricting their opponents. Even 
when well ahead, Skinners’ pushed 
for more and more points, coming 
close to 100 points. An excellent 
all round display which bodes well 
for the rest of the season. Well done 
to Samson, Soulaiman, Reinako, 
Gokay, Jonah, Peter, Matthew, 
Malek and Mark. 

Mr Legge, PE Teacher

U13 Girls Football
Congratulations to our Under 13 Girls 6-a-side Football Club who has done 
exceptionally well this term, placing second (to date) out of 12 in the Hackney 
league. Special mention to the following players who have given up their last 6 
Monday nights to achieve this great result - Zelal Aslan, Nur Apat, Evangline 
Appiah, Melka Nezic, Eda Apat, Kyara Duggan-Morgan, Keziah Malungu, Eda 
Sevim, Jelissa Lutula, Khalia Reid, Selin Kilic, Salise Buldu. 
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Academy in Pictures


