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Welcome... Once again our termly 
newsletter is a fantastic record of all 
that has happened since the start of 
the academic year.

After the long summer holiday we 
were comforted with the knowledge 
that many subject departments 
and individual pupils from last 
year’s Year 11 had attained some 
truly outstanding GCSE results. 
These results were the product of a 
phenomenal amount of dedication 
and hard work by both pupils and 
staff: my sincere congratulations to 
them all.

We returned in September to an 
Academy with some excellent 
additions to our facilities. The new 
sixth form centre, situated on the 
top floor, must have the best view of 
any school in London, and provides 
the perfect base for our new, high 
achieving sixth form. The new and 
enlarged outdoor area at the back 
of the Academy has created an 

excellent play/recreation area, and is 
a massive improvement on the small, 
muddy and often slippery grassed 
area that it has replaced. Finally, the 
new teaching block at the West end 
of the building has been completed 
to a high standard and is now in 
daily use. Our sincere thanks go to 
the Skinners’ Company for funding 
all these developments.

A tremendous amount has happened 
this term, and I encourage all pupils 
to make the most of everything that 
is offered to them at the Academy, 
both in the classroom and beyond. 
It is clear that Skinners’ Academy 
continues to go from strength to 
strength and, as I concluded my 
prize giving report, I feel confident 
to quote Ronald Reagan (former 
president of the USA) and say, “You 
ain’t seen nothing yet”.
A very Happy Christmas and 
prosperous New Year to you all.

Tim Clark, Principal
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MOvember at Skinners’
Throughout the month of November Skinners’ pupils and staff have taken on 
the MOvember challenge and have created our own official team - MoSkinners’ 
Academy.

MOvember is about raising awareness and educating people about men’s health 
issues such as prostate and testicular cancer, mental health and physical inactivity.

Many male teachers – ‘MrBros’ and a handful of sixth form students abandoned 
shaving in November and sported a Mo of various shapes and sizes. The female 
staff have not failed to play their part in the activities and the aptly names 
‘MoSistas’ pledged to “MOVE” and some even offered to not shave their legs.

The highlight of the month was our ‘Mo’fti Day’ which took place on 20 
November where the entire Academy participated in various activities throughout 
the day. Activities included the delivery of lessons on the serious issues in men’s 
health, taking part in quizzes and various planned games, making Mos, and 
running a incredibly popular house based bake sale. Other activities include a Tug 
of War and a balloon shaving challenge to finally answer the debate of who are the 
expert shavers, men or women.

The final activity involved a Barber’s chair, electric clippers and a cut-throat 
razor! Male staff and a few pupils with a furry upper lip were invited to have their 
Mos cleaned up by K The Barber from Kensal Green who volunteered  his expert 
services for the day. I braved the barber’s chair to receive a traditional shave using 
the cut-throat razor (a clip of which can be found on the Skinners’ Academy 
website).  

Mo’fti Day raised over £400 including donations from buying wrist bands and 
Mos resulting the final amount raised by Skinners’ Academy to sky rocket to over 
£2,000! The MoSkinners’ Academy team achieved 3rd place on the MOvember 
campaigns schools team leaderboard and MoSista Ms Clayton managed to 
achieve 10th place on the individual leaderboard for raising over £500.

Well done!

Mr Tuton, Teacher of Science & Lead MoBro

MOvember Bake Sale
Pupils and staff were encouraged to 
get their aprons on, channel their 
inner Mary Berry and get baking for 
MOvember!

Taking place on 20 November - 
‘Mo’fti Day’, the bake sale was 
organised to raise money for 
MOvember but it was also a house 
competition. Each house was told they 
would be given a designated sales area 
where house members could donate 
their sweet treats so they can be sold. 
The house that generated the most 
money would win house points and 
the prestige of knowing that they are 
an awesome team.

The sale was very popular with pupils 
and staff who wished to support 
the cause but also get a little snack. 
The money raised during the 20 
minute sale totalled to £223.98 and 
congratulations to Atwell for earning 
the most money.

1st Place – Atwell (£91.42)
2nd Place – Buchannan (£54.01)
3rd Place – Judd (£40.25)
4th Place – Hunt (£38.30)

Ms Ayeni, Teacher of Mathematics

To see a gallery of 
images from MOvember 
activities, visit the 
Academy website. 
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An insight into “Legacy Careers”
For the second year running, Skinners’ Academy participated in a project 
delivered by the London Legacy Development Co-operation and Future 
Foundations – which is known as “Legacy Careers” as the initiative focuses on 
jobs and careers that exist following the London 2012 Olympic Games. 

As Year 8 and Year 9 is a crucial time when it comes to starting to understand 
careers (due to this being the time of the first decisions pupils make in relation 
to subject choices), it was our current Year 9 that started the programme in the 
summer of Year 8 – and through getting involved in the four days of activities, 
explored a range of employability and enterprise skills and gained experience in:

• Filling in an application form 

• Doing a short interview

• Coming up with a business idea (for the Olympic Park)

• Planning and presenting said idea in a team and more… 

During the final day of the group project on Tuesday 1 December, one team’s 
idea was selected as the best from the Academy and those pupils participated in a 
national competition against other schools on Thursday 3 December. 

Congratulations to the team from the Academy which included Malachi 
Anderson, Guney Avgin, Gabriel Bastos-Pereira, Kieran Chaters, Ana Cubilos, 
Pedro De Lima, Berkan Erecer, Saa’im Jaw-Waad, Meher Kazmi, Faith Fatai-
Dere, Erin Opata, Gabriela Alves and Deborah Bristol Stairk. We didn’t place 
at the final competition but special congratulations to Guney Avgin who won an 
award for ‘Best Team Player’. 

 

I enjoyed the Legacy 
Careers trip. It was 
amazing and filled with 
fun and although we did 
not win it was a great 
experience which we 
can hugely benefit from 
when we’re older. It was 
also an eye opener to the 
opportunities we have 
and jobs we can achieve.

Faith Fatai-Dere, Year 9
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A highlights video of the event 
is available on the Skinners’ 
Academy website.

www.skinnersacademy.org.uk

Prize Giving Celebrations
On 5 November, Skinners’ Academy held its annual Prize-Giving ceremony –  
recognising some fantastic achievements from the 2014-2015 academic year.

The Principal, Tim Clark, noted that “Our annual prize giving ceremony is one 
of the highlights of the Academy’s annual calendar and enables staff, governors, 
pupils, parents and members of the Skinners’ Company (our sponsors) to come 
together to celebrate everything that has been achieved in the previous year. 
Obviously, high on the agenda this year was the celebration of some truly 
outstanding results in our first set of GCSE examinations. Prize-Giving, however, 
is not just about recognising academic excellence, but about success in all its forms 
– sport, music, the Duke of Edinburgh Award and much more.”

The evening included performances from the school choir, Year 10 steel band, and 
a selection of pieces from some of our most talented piano players. Special thanks 
to Ms Adediran for the wonderful arrangement.  

Prizes on the night were awarded by the Master of The Skinners’ Company, 
The Hon. Mrs Emmeline Winterbotham. They featured subject prizes which 
recognised pupils’ for their excellent progress in the 2014-2015 academic year and 
prizes for sporting excellence as well as SSOGA prizes for academic achievement 
and services to the Academy. This year’s ceremony also saw the introduction of 
the ‘Wilkins Prize for Enterprise’ which was awarded to one male and one female 
pupil who had applied their knowledge of the Academy’s 10 Enterprise Skills to 
their academic achievements throughout the year.

As an Academy, we look forward to continued pupil success in the current     
academic year and again, congratulate the prize winners on their well deserved 
awards.

Prize Giving 2014-2015 - Winners

Stay tuned...                     
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Subject Prizes Year 7
English Kevin Rzazada

Mathematics Vanessa Faeldonea

Core Science George O’Rourke 

Art & Design Mohammed Abubakar

Design & Technology Pinar Kartal

Drama Hakeem Doherty

French Ineta Bublyte

Geography Shuley Miah

History Simi Kaur

ICT / Computing Raekwon Francis-Wood

Music Berfin Koz

Physical Education Isabella Carvajal-Vargas

Religious Studies Summer Gayle

Spanish Godiva Chukwu

Subject Prizes Year 8
English Sude Akdag

Mathematics Azhar Hanif

Core Science Tasheena Tuitt

Art & Design Michael Layhe

Design & Technology Meher Kazmi

Drama Yen Phang

French Daniella Brown-Llabrés

Geography Tushig Baygal

History Salise Buldu

ICT / Computing Sofia Bras Aydin

Music Emily Hauca

Physical Education Lucas Wingrove

Spanish Pedro Beda

Year 7 Sports Person of the Year
Kevin Samuel Simi Kaur

Year 7 SSOGA Prize for overall academic 
acievement throughout the year

Abged Siddig Julia Heinrich

Year 7 SSOGA Prize for services to the 
Academy throughout the year

Deniz Bras Aydin Lauren Phillips

Year 8 Sports Person of the Year
Bile Bah Emily Hauca

Year 8 SSOGA Prize for overall academic 
acievement throughout the year

Samuel Boyer Yusra Shohid

Year 8 SSOGA Prize for services to the 
Academy throughout the year

Guney Avgin Briana Williams
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Subject Prizes Year 10
English Aishah Islam

Mathematics Leonardo Reis

Core Science Hallie Primus

Biology Malek Busari

Chemistry Eren Kinali

Physics Jessica Dervishi

Art & Design Armend Bajraktari

Business Studies Daisie Spiteri

Computing Hanan Guthmy

Drama Raissa Dell’ Angelo

Economics Tyreeka Williams

Food Technology Alanny Da Silva Almeida

French Eleonora Sorodoc

Geography /
Travel & Tourism

Mustafa Kulekci

Health & Social Care Mercy Osinlaru

History Emre Kilicarslan

ICT Ezgi Karraman

Music Di-Andre Ebanks-Silvera

Physical Education Daniel Rybski

Resistant Materials Agnieszka Rudnik

Spanish Elif Sucu

Textiles Reshamreej Lohia

Year 10 Sports Person of the Year
Samson Adeola Chinyere Ikey

Year 10 SSOGA Prize for overall academic 
acievement throughout the year

Derek Nguyen Judith Appiah-Nuamah

Year 10 SSOGA Prize for services to the 
Academy throughout the year

Samson Adeola Yvana Tuladhar Lorenzo 

Subject Prizes Year 9
English Pavandeep Kaur

Mathematics Lassamy Bayoh

Core Science Andreas Daullja 

Biology Joseph Merino Barros

Chemistry Shafiqa Raufi

Physics Molly Greaney

Art & Design Selver Toygun

Business Studies Selen Sucu

Computing Khalia Reid

Creative iMedia Afzal Hussain

Drama Joshua Gardner

Food Technology Jenai Walker

French Summaiyah Hoque

Geography /
Travel & Tourism

Caitlin Lovick

Health & Social Care Joy Onuba

History Zakiya Mahmud

Music Jelissa Lutula

Physical Education Daniel Afriyie

Religious Studies Holly Davison

Resistant Materials Osborn Barnieh

Spanish Khadija Abumaye

Textiles Gokcen Sevim

Year 9 Sports Person of the Year
Aren Caton Yener Makedah Henry-Spence

Year 9 SSOGA Prize for overall academic 
acievement throughout the year

Rohat Koz Rose Pepperday

Year 9 SSOGA Prize for services to the 
Academy throughout the year

Miles Broomfield Tajai Brown

The Wilkins Prize for Enterprise - Awarded to 
one male & female pupil in the Academy

David Ferreira Year 9

Sude Yilmaz Year 9
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Subject Prizes Year 11
English Connacht Sheffield

Mathematics Rebecca Greaney

Core Science Tracy Tran

Additional Science Yolanta Connolly-
Muzyczka

Biology Tolu Adisa

Chemistry Kelell Davison-Thomas

Physics Yu Hao Dong

Art & Design Kamran Rzazada

Business Studies Sirin Gultekin

Computing Michael Morris

Creative iMedia Rubel Rahman

Drama Jamike Dike

Economics Anwer Siddig

French Elsie O’Rourke

Geography /
Travel & Tourism

Liam Creary-Bennett

Health & Social Care Naseem Larosi

History Amel Mire

ICT Polina Halabitska

Music Jaden Hope

Physical Education Murat Apat

Religious Studies Laolu Salvador

Resistant Materials Cynyee Wong

Spanish Elif Sucu

Textiles Roxania Thomas-Rattray

Year 11 Sports Person of the Year
Usmaan Abed Faizah Khatun

Year 11 SSOGA Prize for overall academic 
acievement throughout the year

Khalid Raufi Esin Akdogan

Year 11 SSOGA Prize for services to the 
Academy throughout the year

Ronnie O’Connor Irem Yesildag



Sixth Form Go Green
Green group is an environmental 
group made up of sixth form student 
volunteers that have given up their 
free time because they care about 
the schools carbon footprint and the 
environment.

Our group’s aim is to improve 
sustainability within the school over 
the course of this whole academic 
year. We meet once a week on a 
Monday with Miss Potter and have 
already started a paper recycling 
programme. We are also in the 
process of planning an education 
programme which will enable pupils 
across the school to heighten their 
awareness about the implications and 
consequences of global warming, 
which is a very serious issue. Finally, 
we have a marketing sub-committee 
that create posters and presentations to 
try and encourage pupils and teachers 
to be more sustainable in school.

Our main aim is to achieve the Green 
flag from Eco Schools on behalf of the 
Academy within the next couple of 
years.

Esin Akdogan, Year 12 (Head Girl)
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Sixth Form Centre - Official Opening
On 2 October, Skinners’ Academy celebrated the official opening of our new 
sixth form centre. The establishment of a vibrant and high performing sixth form 
marks an exciting new chapter in the development of our very special and thriving 
community. 

The centre was officially opened by The Hon. Mrs Emmeline Winterbotham, 
Master of the Skinners’ Company. Speakers at the event included Robert 
Farquharson, Chair of Governors for Skinners’ Academy; Tim Clark, Principal 
and our newly elected Year 12 Head Boy and Girl, Denzel Asiedu-Bouh and Esin 
Akdogan.  

Guests included Skinners’ Academy Governors, Skinners’ Company Court 
members, SLT members and individuals from various companies/organisations 
who have worked closely with the Academy on various projects. The event 
was also attended by representatives from Rivington Street Studio and T&B 
(Contractors) Ltd who designed and built our brand new sixth form centre in 
addition to the new western extension.

The event began with a drinks reception in the new sixth form centre followed by 
the formal opening. The event was concluded with a buffet lunch and a chance 
for guests to interact with each other as well as meeting our new cohort of Year 12 
students.

The official opening of the sixth form centre was an important occasion in the life 
of the Academy, and we are grateful for all those who shared the moment with us.

Focus on the new Sixth Form

 

I was really nervous about my speech, as I had never 
spoken to such a large and important audience before. 
It was a great experience, one of the highlights of 
my year! Following our conversation, Mrs Emmeline 
Winterbotham agreed to fund a microwave for the 
sixth form area, which I felt pretty chuffed about.                    
Denzel Asiedu-Bouh, Year 12 (Head Boy)



UK University Search Fair
Sixth form students visited the Emirates stadium to attend the UK University 
Search Fair.  The fair was based in the exhibition centre which overlooks the 
Arsenal pitch, and even if you’re not a football fan it was extremely impressive. 
The event was attended by a wide selection of universities and students were 
able to talk to representatives from each one about the courses they offer and 
entry requirements.  There were also talks throughout the morning delivered by 
guest speakers including tips on writing the perfect personal statement through to 
the subject specialist seminars on studying subjects as varied as medicine through 
to performing arts.

Ms Potter, Head of Business Studies / 2iC Sixth Form
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TalkingWorks
On 7 October, all sixth form students participated in full day of training with the 
organisation TalkingWorks. 

TalkingWorks provides an intensive one day mediation skills workshop delivered 
by professional trainers, assisted by a team of accredited mediators who volunteer 
their time and coach the students in role-plays.  We were lucky enough to have 
seven trained mediators and lawyers volunteer to work with the sixth form 
students.

Students developed the skills needed to resolve arguments in school, at home and 
in the work-place and the training allowed students to find out more about legal 
and mediation based careers.

Feedback from the event was very positive will all students really enjoying the 
experience and finding it a worthwhile exercise.

Ms Potter, Head of Business Studies / 2iC Sixth Form

Careers at the Bar
On 5 November, Tabassum and I went 
to a seminar focused on ‘Careers at the 
Bar’ which was held at the extravagant 
Inner Temple. I was interested in 
finding out more about how to get into 
jobs to do with law with a key focus 
on becoming a barrister. 

There was a judge, a couple of 
barristers and students who were 
studying law who gave us insightful 
lectures on how to become a barrister. 
There was also an interactive session 
with some practising barristers who 
helped us write an opening statement 
and then put on a wig and cloak 
to read to the whole group! It was 
without a doubt one of the best, most 
prestigious trips I have been on.

Esin Akdogan, Year 12 (Head Girl)

 

University fairs offer us 
an excellent opportunity 
to find out about the wide 
variety of choices we 
have available to us when 
we finish school.  The 
fair showed us we have 
lots of decisions to make 
about our future and 
helped me to think about 
the preparation I need to 
do in order to make these 
decisions.
Ammandeep Kaur, Year 12

 

I am really grateful 
for the time the 
TalkingWorks trainers 
gave up so we could 
get an insight into their 
careers.  I know now 
I can help my peers if 
there is ever a conflict or 
argument. 
 
Tomiwa Akingbade, Year 12
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New York, New York
A group of 10 Year 12 students embarked on their first international visit as 
part of the new sixth form, to New York. The main focus of the trip was to visit 
Harvard University, broaden the educational possibilities available to our sixth 
form students and develop their culture and personal awareness.

The group departed from Heathrow Airport on 21 October to begin their five day 
experience in one of the most populous urban cities in the world. The itinerary 
was filled with activities including:
• A day trip to Harvard University
• Historical walk of the Grand Central Terminal and Chrysler building
• Staten Island ferry ride to see the Statue of Liberty
• Visit to the Empire State Building & Rockefeller Center
• Exploring Governors Island
• A journey on the Columbus Circle subway line from Times Square to Bryant 
Park, alighting at Herald Square for a trip to Macy’s.
• Tickets to Broadway and a tour of Times Square
• Paying repects at Ground Zero and the Freedom Tower
and more...

 

Let’s just say you don’t 
want to share a room 
with Adam

and

“The trip was 
magical…”  
Tosin Ajibade, Year 12

 

The best bit for me was the Harvard University trip; 
it was an insightful experience of the rich history and 
culture. The funniest bit was the coach journey there, 
as they are the types of stories I’ll tell my grandkids.

Tabassum Nusibhya, Year 12
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The best bit was going to Central 
Park at night and seeing some very 
interesting characters.

Ronnie O’Connor, Year 12

 

As a drama student, going to see one 
of the best theatrical productions on 
Broadway was an amazing experience.

Sirin Gultekin, Year 12

 

It was life changing… everything was 
bigger and better.

Adam Akinlade, Year 12

 

Shopping in New York was so much 
more fun, and it was a good thing the 
exchange rates were on our side.

Valerie Bob-Manuel, Year 12
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Career & Education Awareness Fair 2015 

Careers & Education Awareness Fair success
“The highlight of the event for me was meeting the different people and 
learning about jobs I didn’t know existed”. This comment from one of the 
students who attended the fourth Careers & Education Awareness Fair held at 
Skinners’ Academy is a great indication that the fair served its purpose. Held 
on 14 October, the event was designed to be a positive source of motivation, 
information and choice for young people and was well attended by pupils, parents, 
staff and exhibitors. The Year 10 – 12 pupils who attended the event generally 
left more inspired, better informed, better connected and with a greater awareness 
of important labour market information – i.e. insight into the labour needs of the 
UK in the coming years. All of this means pupils who attended are in a beneficial 
position as they embark on A Level and BTEC subject choices, alternative post-
16 options and post-sixth form planning. 

The event featured 16 universities, sixth form colleges, and training providers as 
well as 25 local, national and international businesses and organisations (see full 
list to the right). The evening also included interactive panel discussions, giving 
pupils access to information and anecdotes about how to make the most of their 
work experience, insight into growing & changing industries and the expanding 
world of STEAM opportunities (Science, Technology, Engineering, Art & 
Maths), with each panel featuring university ambassadors and professionals in 
industry.

The careers programme at Skinners’ Academy is inspired by the The ACEG 
(Association for Careers Education and Guidance) framework for careers and 
work-related education and this event fits into this programme. It is part of our 
pupils’ discovery process when it came to figuring out (1) what career and lifestyle 
they would like to create for themselves and (2) the steps they would need to 
take to get there. The fair allowed pupils to gain access to a range of companies/
organisations and encouraged them to be proactive in networking and building 
industry links. It was especially important for our current Year 10 pupils to utilise 
contacts which could lead to work experience opportunities in the summer term. 

Pupils and exhibitors were positive about the event. Molly Rai, a representative 
from Brunel University commented “The highlight was the enthusiasm and 
energy of pupils and the opportunity they had to interact with employers and 
universities at the same event.”

Do visit the Skinners’ Academy website to view the highlights video.

Mrs Visram & Miss Dalia, the careers team at Skinners’ Academy

THANK YOU 
to organisations 
and individuals 
who participated, 
including:
Amos Bursary, Arsenal, Autodesk 
Ltd. BBC News School Report
Berkeley Homes, Carib2UK, 
ELATT, EY (Ernst & Young), 
Government Legal Service, 
Hackney Learning Trust, Investment 
2020, Jason Bruges Studio, LDN 
Group, Leyton Orient, Linklaters, 
Manor House Development Trust, 
Metropolitan Police, Microsoft, 
Mustafa Kurtuldu (currently works 
at Google), National Youth Theatre, 
Natural History Museum, Pret A 
Manger, Prospects, Rivington Street 
Studio, Rocket Network and T&B 
Contractors. 

THANKS also to 
the education and 
training providers: 
Big Creative Education, 
Cambridge University (Corpus 
Christi), Canterbury Christ 
Church University, City Gateway, 
Imperial, King’s College London, 
Loughborough University, 
Middlesex University, Pearson 
College, Queen Mary University of 
London, SAE Institute, SOAS, The 
Fatherhood Institute, University 
of Bristol, University of Exeter, 
University of Greenwich, University 
of Westminster
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Overall the event 
was very helpful and 
motivational. It assured 
me that if I try hard I 
can achieve all I want.                          

Event attendee

 

My highlight of the 
event was the panel, 
which offered a wide 
range of not just types 
of job, but also types 
of mindset and how 
you should look at and 
approach your working 
life. From people saying 
uni is a necessity to 
others saying it’s about 
getting out there and 
gaining experience.                        

Event attendee

 

Thank you everybody 
that organized this event 
for us. I was happy that 
the representatives from 
the companies showed 
that they wanted to 
appeal to us…

This event was really 
beneficial.        

Event attendee

The Careers & Education 
Awareness Fair 
highlights video will 
shortly be available on 
the Academy website. 
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iRoundUp - Making It Happen
After pitching their way to glory and being declared champions of the seventh 
annual Mosaic Enterprise Challenge 2015, team iRoundUp are finally able to 
begin the first steps of production to make their scheme come to fruition.

iRoundUp; formed of brothers Mark and Matthew Daniel along with Agnieszka 
Rudnik, Daisie Spiteri and Elif Sucu, were invited to meet with Clint Wilson, 
CEO of ParentPay and his team to discuss the scheme in more detail and identify 
how it can be incorporated with ParentPay’s new software update. The meeting 
took place at ParentPay’s Operations and Software Development office which 
just so happened to be located within the Ricoh Arena / Stadium; home to 
Premiership Rugby team Wasps and Coventry City Football Club. The meeting 
was documented by Mosaic’s Head of Communications, Nizam Uddin and will be 
developed into a short film titled ‘Making It Happen’ which aims to showcase the 
growth of the iRoundUp scheme.

The meeting began with team iRoundUp being given an insight into how the team 
at ParentPay breakdown product briefs. They were asked to list all the steps it 
would take to ‘make the perfect cup of tea for everyone in the office’ and how long 
each step would take. After an extensive period of time and a range of varied steps 
including pre-warming the cup and what type of biscuits everyone liked, the team 
estimated that it would take ‘2hr13m’ to make the perfect cup of tea for the entire 
office. The next stage of the exercise was to separate all the steps into what was 
necessary to make a cup of tea and what was a luxury. This concluded in a much 
shorter and realistic time to make the cups of tea. Needless to say, nobody wanted 
a cup of tea after the exercise was complete.

The pupils were given a guided tour of the ParentPay offices and the Ricoh 
Arena/Stadium by Clint. We also visited ParentPay’s brand new company Nimbl 
which provides a pre-paid account for users under 18. Parents will be able to 
top-up their child’s Nimbl account with money allowing the child to use their 
personalised contactless visa card to make purchases. Parents will also be able 
to track their child’s usage of their card on a dedicated website. Although the 
card is not ready for distribution just yet, Clint invited team iRoundUp to be the 
first ever pupils to try the accounts out during the final official testing period, an 
opportunity that the pupils were extremely excited to be given.

Finally the pupils and ParentPay sat down to discuss the iRoundUp scheme 
in detail and how each process will be monitored. All in all the first step of 
production went very well with ParentPay looking to launch the scheme sometime 
in 2016.

Thank you to Clint Wilson, the ParentPay team and Mosaic for their ongoing 
support.

Miss Dalia, Communication & Student Support Officer /
Business & Community Links Administrator

Enterprise

Mosaic Enterprise Challenge 
2016 begins on 06/01/2016; 
keep your eyes peeled for the 
spring term newsletter to see 
how this year’s teams do.

On Wednesday 9 December, team iRoundUp met Prince Charles 
(The Prince of Wales) at an event promoting Mosaic and the 
incredible work they do. Stay tuned to the website and the next 
newsletter to find out more. 
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Year 12 Company Programme
With the introduction of our new sixth form we finally see the launch of the Young 
Enterprise – Company Programme at Skinners’ Academy. Young Enterprise is 
working closely with two teams of Year 12 students. The students involved have 
volunteered to take part in the Company Programme which encourages young 
people to set-up and run their own real company.

Delivered across one academic year, our two teams; XO Corporations and 
CyFlex, will make all the decisions about their company, from raising the initial 
share capital through to designing their product or service to sell directly to 
customers and ultimately winding up the company and paying their taxes (a 
shocking concept to some who assumed all the profit they make belongs solely to 
them). All this takes place with the support of our two volunteer business advisors, 
John Gerken and Rad Akbari who work closely with our students and bring a 
wealth of business knowledge and expertise to their teams.

The programme culminates in the UK Final which will feature the highest ranked 
teams from across the nation battling it out to be crowned UK Company of the 
Year and to go on to the JA-YE European Final.

Miss Dalia, Communication & Student Support Officer /
Business & Community Links Administrator

Mosaic Mentoring welcomes Her Excellency
The Mosaic Mentoring Programme kicked off this year’s cycle on 9 November with a special guest observing the first session, 
Her Excellency the Honourable Linda Dessau AM the Governor of Victoria, Australia. Her Excellency was interested in 
viewing how mentoring programmes delivered by outside agencies are perceived within secondary schools and in particular 
how the Mosaic Mentoring Programme strives to raise the aspirations of young people and close the gap between those 
aspirations and their attainment.

Her Excellency and her party were welcomed to the Academy by a walkway lined with Skinners’ Academy ambassadors 
comprised of pupils from Year 7 – 11 and our Head Boy & Head Girl. The Principal, Mr Tim Clark then presented the 
party to the Year 10 pupils taking part in this year’s programme and their mentors. The first mentoring session ran extremely 
smoothly with 22 pupils from Year 10 being introduced to the seven mentors they would be working with for the duration 
of the programme. As Her Excellency and her husband; His Honour, Judge Anthony Howard left the session, His Honour 
expressed how “well behaved and respectful all the pupils they had encountered had been”. 

Consecutive sessions saw the group covering topics such as communication and positive role models. During each session 
pupils were asked to individually present their opinions on the main topic of discussion. For each presentation the pupils were 
given tips by the mentors and their peers on how they could further boost their confidence when presenting.

Skinners’ Academy would like to thank Mosaic and the mentors assigned to the Academy; Ella Blakesley, Iren De Pasquale, 
Adam El-Hout, Roohi Hasan, Sadiqul Islam, Eddie Mir and Sophia Montgomery, for aiding the support of our pupils’ 
academic achievements.



Family Life in Cordoba, Spain
40 pupils from Year 9, 10 & 11 embarked on a homestay visit to Cordoba, Spain 
to practice their Spanish speaking skills and experience the Spanish culture and 
family way of life.

Pupils stayed with host families and experienced a range of exceptional cultural 
opportunities. Their host families knew very little English (if any), so pupils had 
little choice but to speak to them in Spanish, therefore enhancing their vocabulary 
by learning the common phrases and expressions used in Spain and improving 
their pronunciation by listening and absorbing the rhythm of the language and the 
accent.

Pupils also got to experience the reality of Spanish daily life; the culture, and even 
simple things such as meal times which are very different in Spain compared to 
England. Pupils were required to adapt to this as part of their experience. 

In addition to the experience with their host families, pupils visited a different 
city each day and saw various tourist attractions in that region. It was a brilliant 
experience for them, and the itinerary was jam packed with educational, cultural 
and fun activities. 

Ms Smith, 2iC MFL
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Modern Foreign Languages

Day 1
• Arrived in Malaga and headed 
to the beautiful rocks of Antequera 
and had lunch on the top of the 
mountains.
• Headed to Cordoba City where 
we visited ‘El Torre de Calohorra’, 
a museum containing an exhibition 
of the rich Cordoban history, 
which characterises the peaceful 
co-existence of Jewish, Muslim and 
Christian followers over centuries.
• Pupils were nervous but excited 
to finally be introduced to the 
families they would be staying with. 

Day 2
• Visited the Royal Alcázar Palace in Seville which is an ancient Muslim royal 
residence from the time of the Moorish invasion. The gardens and architecture 
were magnificent and the pupils thoroughly enjoyed the scenery and splendour.
• Experienced a horse and carriage ride around the city.
• Finally we visited to a bull ring, the cathedral and the expressive Giralda 
tower where we experienced some of the most spectacular views of Seville. 

 

It was an unforgettable 
experience. As someone 
who went on last year’s 
trip to Valencia, Spain 
I can positively say, 
Spanish trips get better 
and better! I enjoyed the 
culture very much and 
enjoyed having political 
and social discussions 
with my host family.
Armend Bajraktari, Year 11

 

The whole experience 
was amazing. It was so 
much fun, learning about 
the history and culture of 
Spain, spending time with 
my Spanish host family 
and walking the beautiful 
streets of Cordoba. It was 
a something I will never 
forget!
Catia Sousa-Dimas, Year 11
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Day 3
• Explored the whole city of 
Cordoba by foot and the first stop 
was ‘La Mezquita” (Mosque of 
Cordoba) which dates back to the 
10th century. The pupils enjoyed 
a guided tour around the mosque 
which is one of the most famous in 
the world.
• Headed to a professional dance 
academy where all pupils (and 
teachers) learnt the basic steps of 
flamenco dancing. 

Day 4
• Explored Granada City where we visited the great palace ‘La Alhambra’. 
The fortress and palace has the most beautiful ancient Moorish architecture 
and it is one of the most breath-taking views of Granada city. Pupils thoroughly 
enjoyed being in the mountains and admiring the architecture and the views. 

Day 5
• Headed back to Malaga city and 
visited the famous Picasso museum. 
We had the opportunity to see 
original pieces of his art which was 
extremely interesting for the pupils.
• Went shopping in the city to buy 
souvenirs. The sun was beaming 
and we were sad that this was our 
last day and would be leaving soon. 

 

Four cities in four days, 
it was amazing. I really 
enjoyed staying with my 
host family, it boosted my 
confidence. My Favourite 
part of the trip was 
visiting the Alhambra 
Palace in Granada.
Yasemin Kelimet, Year 11

 

It was an amazing 
experience, especially as 
we had the challenge of 
only speaking Spanish to 
our Spanish family - my 
Spanish improved a lot. 
Erim Bulut, Year 11



New Young Voices Unite
This year the music department are collaborating on an exciting choral project 
with 16 East London schools.

Stratford Circus New Young Voices Choir will be providing singing and vocal 
workshops, performance opportunities, specialist tuition and inspirational 
musicians as part of the programme. The first workshop took place on 20 October 
and pupils from Year 7-11 sang a variety of songs including one about East 
London called ‘I am Home’ by Bryon Gold. 

Further workshops will be taking place on Wednesday 13 January 2016 and 
Wednesday 2 March 2016.

Mass Choir
All pupils in Year 7 & 8 sing 
together every week as a mass choir, 
developing their vocal skills and 
experiencing a positive and uplifting 
start to their day.

Year 7 have worked towards their first 
ever Christmas Concert and Year 8 
have a vocal competition underway 
culminating in a mass singing event!
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Instrumental Lessons
Over 100 pupils have taken up instrumental lessons again this year ranging 
from the learning to play the Violin to the Electric Guitar, Steel Pans to Drums!  
Instrumental lessons are delivered to pupils as a pair or in small groups and take 
place on a rotational timetable.

Musical Ensembles
A range of musical ensembles are 
available for pupils again this year 
and are included in the list below. 
The choir have already taken part in 
their first performance of the year at 
Prize-Giving and the other ensembles 
are busy preparing for concerts and 
performances which will take place 
throughout the year.

Every Monday from 3.00-4.00pm 
Steel Band 
Rock and Pop Bands 

Every Tuesday from 3.00-4.00pm 
String Ensemble 

Every Friday from 3.00-4.00pm 
Choir 

Music

Reminder: The next payment for current pupils taking 
up instrumental lessons is on Monday 1 February (Spring 
Term).  We ask for six weeks’ notice if pupils would like to 
stop instrumental lessons.  

 

The best part of being in 
a band is that everyone 
respects each other’s 
musical contribution and 
dream. I enjoy live music 
because you can express 
yourself freely.

Chipaka Henry, Year 8

 

I like music because it’s not a subject that forces you 
to a deadline, you can develop at your own pace.

Eleonora Sorodoc, Year 11

  
I enjoyed singing because 
it was a good way to 
bring everyone together 
and it was a lot of fun.

Tyler Farrell, Year 8
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Academy Production

Bugsy Malone...Coming Soon!
The cast and crew of the 2016 Skinners’ Academy production of Bugsy Malone 
have been working extremely hard in rehersals to prepare for performances over 
three nights in February.

The all singing, all dancing pupils involved in the show have been attending 
rehersals every Monday after school to practice their lines, get to grips with the 
various dance routines and work on their vocals.

Put the performance dates in your diary now so that you don’t miss out on seeing 
all the hard work the cast and production team have put into the show!
•   Wednesday 11 February - 7.00pm
•   Thursday 12 February - 7.00pm
•   Friday 13 February - 7.00pm
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Spring term 
dates for your diary
Tuesday 5 January 
First day of spring term

Thursday 14 January 
Year 11 Parents’ Evening

Thursday 21 January 
Sixth Form Open Evening

Thursday 28 January 
Year 7 & 8 Academic Mentoring 
Day

Wednesday 3 February 
Year 12 Parents Evening

Wednesday 10, Thursday 11 & 
Friday 12 February 
Bugsy Malone Production

Friday 12 February 
Deadline for sixth form applications

Thursday 25 February 
Year 10 Parents’ Evening

Monday 7 - Friday 11 March 
Year 10 exams

Monday 14 - Friday 18 March 
Year 12 AS Level exams

Wednesday 23 March 
Spring Music Concert

Thursday 24 March 
Term ends

Meteorology Masterclass
On 4 November we went to Reading University for a Meteorology Masterclass. 
Meteorology is the study of the atmosphere and analysis of different weather 
conditions.

Before we arrived, I was a little doubtful about being able to understand anything 
we would learn about, but I was pleasantly surprised because it was the exact 
opposite of what I expected. I thought it was going to be like another language for 
me, but the fact that I understood much more from these university lectures made 
me feel more confident in myself and I warmed to the idea of going to a university 
to read a degree in the sciences.

Esin Akdogan, Year 12 (Head Girl)

Science Club
This year in science club we have been drawing more emphasis on pupils being 
able to complete experiments that they can take home such as a storm in a glass, 
a mobile phone hologram, iron from a thermite reaction and an aerodynamically 
folded paper.

We have demonstrated the imploding can, precipitate reactions and discussed 
how a fan (on loan from the Dyson Company) uses Physics to create a very 
unique and effectively designed bladeless fan.

Pupils also took part in a competition to make model cells which are now dis-
played in our science labs.

We aim to make science fun and interesting for our pupils at Skinners’ Academy. 
To achieve this, the pupils are able to give their own input into which experi-
ments they would like to be able to perform.

We are all looking forward to continuing this next year.

Mr Tuton, Teacher of Science

Science
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Creative iMedia

DVD Cover Creation
In Creative iMedia pupils have been creating DVD covers this term. 
This unit helps pupils:

• To understand the concept and process of creating a professional style DVD 
cover for a given client

• Gain further awareness of SMSC (spiritual, moral, social and cultural 
development) considerations through legislations surrounding the use of 
digital assets

• Use and develop ICT skills to develop their DVD covers making use of 
specialist graphics applications

Projects like this have an important “real world” element as the design and 
creation of the DVD cover has enabled pupils to:

• Explore the nature of managing a product from the planning to the review 
stage

• Use a range of software applications to manage the project and achieve the 
desired outcomes

• Develop and implement a process of reviewing and improving their product

When it comes to producing CVs and talking about the skills they possess, this 
is the kind of work pupils can be referencing to when giving examples of their 
enterprise and employability skills. 

  
Making the DVD cover 
was very enjoyable. 
Our ability on this 
course is developing 
and this project helps to 
understand the design 
industry. 
Mohammed Afzal Hussain,  
Year 10

Into Film Festival - 3D Shoot and Post 
Production
In November, Creative iMedia pupils attended the Into Film Festival 2015 held 
at the W London cinema in Leicester Square to learn about 3D shoots and post 
production skills.

Pupils had the opportunity to meet Richard Mills (Chief Technical Officer) 
from Onsight, a pioneering facilities company which provides both production 
and post production services for television such as ‘David Attenborough’s 
natural History Museum Alive’ and film such as Prometheus and The Martian, 
as well as leading the developments in virtual reality.

Pupils had the opportunity to develop a better understanding and appreciation 
for camera work within productions as well as the use of 3D technology for 
graphics manipulation and effects applied in digital products..

 

The Into Film Festival 
2015 trip has inspired 
me to explore the 
different aspects of 3D 
video footage and post 
technology in digital 
media.  I have learnt 
about how polarized 
lenses allow different 
images into our eyes.

Osbert Barnieh, Year 10

 

I get to learn new things 
and whilst doing that I 
can have fun making my 
own DVD cover. I am 
getting to learn how to 
use Adobe Photoshop.

Gurkan Berber, Year 10
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ICT & Computing 
E-Safety
This term in computing, our Key Stage 3 pupils have been exploring and 
developing their awareness of E-Safety through a series of lessons which include 
a range of tasks to help pupils develop their understanding of important matters 
relating to the use of technology.  

E-safety is a term which not only refers to the internet but other ways in 
which young people communicate using electronic media, e.g. mobile phones. 
Teaching this is a priority from Key Stage 3 and it helps to ensure pupils are 
protected from harm and supported to achieve the maximum benefit from new 
and developing technologies without risk to themselves or others.

The aim of promoting E-safety is to protect young people from the adverse 
consequences of access or use of electronic media, including from bullying, 
inappropriate sexualised behaviour or exploitation.

Tasks this term involved worksheets, research and class discussions and pupils 
have been able to explore issues relating to cyber bullying, identity theft, online 
grooming, and digital footprints as well as:
• How to use technology respectfully
• The range of methods used to keep safe when using technology
• How to use technology responsibly
• Methods used to keep data and personal data secure
• How to recognise inappropriate content and identify ways to deal with it
• How to recognise and deal with inappropriate contact
• How to recognise and deal with inappropriate conduct online and via 
communication devices.

 

E-safety keeps us safe 
and our computers safe. 
That’s what I learned in 
Computing.

Laura Pepperday, Year 7

 

I enjoy my lessons about 
E-safety and now know 
how to keep myself safe.

Santiago Hernandez-Grattarola,  
Year 8

Key Stage 3: Computing Fundamentals
Key Stage 3 computing pupils have been given the opportunity to explore 
computing fundamentals ranging from data, social networks and virtual models. 
They discover and learn about:

• The use of computer models that mimic real-world problems and physical 
systems

• The concept of algorithms that reflect computational thinking and processes.
• Hardware and software components that make up a computer system.
• How computer system components communicate with one another
• How computer systems communicate with other computer systems
• The use of instructions and how these are executed by computer systems
• How instructions are stored by computer systems
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Exploring Games Design
Year 9 Computer Science pupils have embarked on a new specification which 
consists of three components; computer systems, computational thinking, 
algorithms & programming and a programming project. Pupils are developing 
their enterprise related skills through working in teams to develop the concept 
for a new game. Their brief is to design a game that will have a computer-based 
and non-computer based versions. 
This will enable pupils to appreciate the planning, preparation and problem 
solving skills required for their final practical assessment. The design and 
creation of the games project has enabled pupils to:
• Develop enterprising skills such as communication, team work, resilience and 

evaluation
• Use a range of software applications to realise their games concept Use peer 

assessment and set group targets, taking ownership of the work whilst 
developing their independent learning skills

• Consider the notion of SMSC (spiritual, moral, social and cultural 
development) by creating games that explore characters from a range of 
ethnic backgrounds.

  

Computing has helped 
me to combine my artistic 
and computing skills 
together.  I like the fact 
that more girls are now 
taking part in the subject.

Megan Quintero-Guthrie, Year 9

Pupils interested in game 
design as a career option are 
encouraged to explore:

•   Work experience 
opportunities at Playstation 
(applicable to current Year 10 
pupils)

•   The BAFTA Young Game 
Designers website. An excellent 
site with top tips for game 
makers and competitions.

Key Stage 5: Exploring Computer Science
Year 12 Computer Science students have embarked on a journey to explore 
and develop their understanding of the computing world.  They are looking 
at computing principles and how these are applied in the real world.  The 
algorithms and problem solving components enables students to use their 
mathematical skills to develop systems designed to solve specific problems.
Students are encouraged to use a wide range of resources and tools to aid them 
in their journey through the course. They have been working on developing 
their collaborative, questioning, problem solving, recording and reviewing 
skills when faced with the KNEX challenge which has been a ‘warm up’ to 
the Robotic challenge still to come using the Meccano Meccanoid G15 KS 4ft 
robot.

 

After completing my GCSE in computing, I was left 
with some unanswered questions.  Not only did I pick 
Computer Science to get those questions answered 
- I picked Computer Science to learn more about the 
driving force that is changing to world. This is the 
study of the future. The class may be small, but the 
learning is huge!

Kelell Davison-Thomas, Year 12
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Art & Design
Christmas Card 
Competition
Our new sixth form art students 
have embraced the Christmas spirit 
at Skinners’ Academy by entering 
the annual ‘Design your own 
Christmas Card Competition’. The 
winning design has been turned 
into a festive card for the Principal, 
Tim Clark to send to the Skinners’ 
Academy staff, governors and 
organisations within the community.

This year’s winning entry ‘Let 
It Snow’ is a Lino Print design 
created by Year 12 student Tomiwa 
Akingbade (image immediately 
below).

The Creative Process Lectures
This term the sixth form art students and Armend Bajraktari from Year 11 
attended a day of lectures by leading and internationally recognised artists at 
the Institute of Education. This was an amazing opportunity to hear first-hand 
about a wide range of creative processes. The speakers on this occasion were: 

• Sculptor and installation artist Cornelia Parker OBE RA, considered one of 
Britain’s most celebrated contemporary artists. 

• Simon Roberts, a British photographer whose work deals with our relationship 
to landscape and notions of identity and belonging. He has published 
and exhibited widely and in 2010 he was commissioned as the official 
Election Artist and was recently made an Honorary Fellow of the Royal 
Photographic Society. 

• Stuart Person Wright, widely regarded as one of the UK’s leading portrait 
artists. His work can be found in the National Portrait Gallery.

• Mark Coulier, Creative Director of one of Europe’s leading make-up effects 
companies, Coulier Creatures FX. He started out as a freelance sculptor 
and make-up artist and went on to be involved in a wealth of film projects, 
including Alien III, Star Wars and The Mummy. 

The lectures have provided a great deal of debate and inspiration for our 
students and this will feed into their art practise and hopefully beyond. Seeing 
how individuals have forged successful careers has been extremely useful and 
informative for our students.

Mr Devlin, Head of Art & Design

  

I found the talks very inspiring and they gave a new 
perspective on my own work.

Kamran Rzazada, Year 12
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Tate Tours
This term art pupils have enjoyed visits to both Tate Modern and Tate Britain, 
for many of them it was the first time they had ever visited the galleries.

The visit to Tate Modern was an eye opening experience as the pupils 
investigated the global story of Pop Art, from Latin America to Asia, and from 
Europe to the Middle East. This explosive exhibition connects the dots between 
art produced around the world during the 1960s and 1970s, showing how 
different cultures and countries responded to the Pop Art movement.

At the Tate Britain, it was the sheer range of work which made the greatest 
impact on our pupils.

Mr Barton, Teacher of Art & Design

Pupil of the Term
The ‘Art & Design Pupil of the Term’ is awarded to Year 10 pupil - Selver 
Toygun, who has made the most progress and is now working beyond her age 
group. Her painting ‘The Clenched Hand’ will be going on display for all to 
admire in the Spring Term.

Year 7 Sculpture 
Competition
This year’s entries for the Sculpture 
Competition once again highlight 
the creativity and ingenuity of our 
pupils. The images shown are from a 
shortlist of 12 entries which will be 
judged towards the end of the term. 
The winner will be announced on 
our VLE art homepage just before 
we begin the Christmas break.

Tree by Victor Avgin
Arms by Kyarah Williams-Morris
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Design & Technology

Schools to Market
Some of the Year 10 Food Technology pupils have recently taken part in 
‘Schools to Market 2015’ project. In its third year the project saw 36 schools 
from across the UK embark on a journey from seed to supermarket with their 
local Whole Foods Market UK store. Each store worked with their local school 
to grow and cook the ingredients for a range of jams and chutneys that were 
eventually sold outside their branch.

Skinners’ Academy worked closely with our local Stoke Newington branch of 
Whole Foods to encourage our pupils to make and sell their own jam. In order to 
do this the pupils took part in two workshops; an assembly about the marketing 
process and a demonstration on how to make jam from a specialist chef. 

Instead of using supermarket-bought strawberries, pupils handpicked 
strawberries from the locally based Stanhill Farm. The pupils really enjoyed 
their visit to the farm and each manged to successfully pick a punnet of 
strawberries.

Once back at the Academy, the strawberries were cleaned, cut and frozen in 
preparation for the making of the jam. When it was time for the practical lesson 
pupils took great care to sterilise the jam jars and insure that the jam reached 
boiling point safely.

All pupils were asked to design a label which would be used to brand our jam. 
The winning labels were designed by Iardena Andreican and Wiktoria Sieczko 
and were chosen for their simple yet effective appearance. 

On the day of sale, pupils were professional, polite and made an excellent sales 
team and Skinners’ Academy were the first school to sell out of jam.

Well done to the pupils who took part in this very successful project which left 
the D&T department extremely proud. 

Ms Greco-Addo, Head of Design & Technology 

 

Winning the label design 
was excellent. It made 
me really proud to see 
my design on real jam 
jars and being sold to 
public. 
Iardena Andreican, Year 10

 

I really enjoyed the 
experience. I have learnt 
how to sell to the public 
and how to draw them in 
to buy products.

Kapryce Ellis, Year 10
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Year 11 Controlled Assessment
The Year 11 Resistant Materials class are working hard to 
complete their final GCSE controlled assessment. Their 
design brief is to create an animal themed children’s toy. 
The products they have come up with are very creative 
and the pupils have worked incredibly hard on making 
them so we can’t wait to see the final pieces.

Sweet Machines
Year 9 pupils who have chosen Resistant Materials as 
one of their GCSE options have been busy making sweet 
machines with the theme of a children’s movie.
The sweet machines are made of pine and have been 
decorated using paint and stickers to reflect their favourite 
movie.

This is the first introduction for Year 9 pupils to a GCSE 
level project. They have done an awesome job.

Special congratulations to Shemul Ahmed Hossain, Gabi 
Alves, Debora Bristot Stairk, Giovanna Ramos Riccomini, 
Ismail Shaikh, Kyce Grant and Berkan Erecer.

Crazy Clocks
The Year 11 Resistant Materials class are working hard to 
complete their final GCSE controlled assessment. Their 
design brief is to create an animal themed children’s toy. 
The products they have come up with are very creative 
and the pupils have worked incredibly hard on making 
them so we can’t wait to see the final pieces.

London Fashion Weekend
This October, the Year 12 Textiles students experienced 
London Fashion Weekend (London Fashion week for the 
public) at the Saatchi Gallery. Students spent the morning 
exploring new fashion designs from various designers, had 
a talk delivered to them from a bag designer about how to 
get into the industry and watched a catwalk show titled 
‘Latest Trends’ which linked perfectly to their coursework 
theme. 

All students were a credit to the Academy and I hope the 
experience will aid them in receiving full marks for their 
research unit. 

Ms Greco-Addo, Head of Design & Technology

 

I really enjoyed going to London 
Fashion Weekend. The catwalk was 
by far the best experience and it linked 
to my coursework which has really 
helped me to understand the current 
trends and know what I can include in 
my own designs.

Nasra Bana, Year 12
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Geography
Highlights in brief...
It’s been a busy start to the year in the geography department and below are 
some of the highlights of the term to date:

• Year 7s have been making pop up drainage basins in their lessons, skilfully led 
by our new PGCE student, Ms Gilbert. 

• Year 8s have made model Favelas which, for the purposes of this task, meant 
they had to create a quick home for themselves using nothing but waste 
material. A favela is a slum in Brazil, within urban areas. The first favelas 
appeared in the late 19th century and were built by soldiers who had nowhere 
to live.

For this task, within 20 minutes, pupils had to create something that was 
waterproof, with solid walls and included one window separated into two 
rooms, with various hazards to contend with. At one point members of the 
family of builders had to work with their eyes shut as the lack of street lighting 
in the Favela meant they were finishing their home in the dark. We asked the 
moral and ethical questions about our responsibilities to people who live in 
countries and circumstances worse than our own. 

• Year 9 and 10 spent a day in the river at Epping Forest, freezing their fingers 
while measuring stream flow, wetted perimeter and mapping meanders, slip off 
slopes and river cliffs. Wet and muddy doesn’t even get close!

Travel &
Tourism
Autumn Term 
Highlights
• Year 11 travel and tourism pupils 
took a well-deserved trip to Thorpe 
Park, a theme park and resort 
owned by Merlin Entertainments, 
the largest European entertainments 
company operating in Europe 

As part of the visit, the pupils gained 
valuable insight into the service 
industry in action, how complaints 
are dealt with, and could see that 
quality management occurs through 
meeting the needs of all customers, 
whether they are aged 6, 16 or 65.

• Year 10 travel and tourism pupils 
visited local travel agents to research 
related activities and business 
opportunities

• Year 9 pupils visited the Science 
Museum to see how well a London 
tourist site caters for the needs of 
different types of customers



‘He named me Malala’
In religious studies pupils have been studying ‘Gender roles in religion & 
society’ and ‘Peace & conflict in religion’. This has enabled them to become 
more informed on these topics and be able to discuss and share the differences in 
opinion they may have as well as the opinions of society in general.

On 4 November a group of Year 10 pupils were given the opportunity to watch a 
special screening of ‘He Named Me Malala’ and take part in a Q&A with Malala 
herself which was chaired by Harry Potter star Emma Watson.

‘He named me Malala’ documents the life of Malala Yousafzai who at 15 years old 
was targeted by Taliban assassins after daring to speak out against the closing of 
schools to girls in her area.

After miraculously surviving a gunshot wound to her head, Malala has used 
her horrific experience to promote peace and advocate for access to education, 
especially for girls who are at risk of being denied this right.

The screening of the film launched the start of the 2015 ‘Into Film Festival’. 
Held in Leicester Square, the festival is a free and annual celebration of film and 
education for 5-19 year olds across the UK.

Ms Oleforo, Head of Religious Studies

Black History Month
To celebrate the rich and diverse cultural backgrounds of our pupils, the RS/
Citizenship departments showcased the annual Black History Month display.
 
For two weeks pupils were set extended studies tasks which pushed them to 
interview family members/family friends in order to find out as much as they 
could about their chosen participants’ lives, their background, their experiences 
or any stories they could share and whether or not they have always lived in 
England. 

Pupils were then asked to bring in family photos of themselves along with any 
photos of the person/people they had interviewed. 

This project helped pupils to learn more about themselves and their cultural 
background. We know there are many stories to tell, many family trees to be 
proud of and many faces and places we would like to see as part of our history at 
Skinners’ Academy. 

Ms Oleforo, Head of Religious Studies

Skinners’ Academy Newsletter December 2015

Religious Studies / Citizenship

  
Malala is an inspiration 
for girls like myself and 
she has taught me to not 
take my education for 
granted.

Holly Davison, Year 10

  
I really enjoyed the film. 
It was good to see what 
Malala is really like.               
Joy Onuba, Year 10

Pupils also reported on 
this event for BBC NEWS 
SCHOOL REPORT. See 
the Academy website 
for coverage. 
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Business Studies

Health & Social Care
Florence 
Nightingale 
Museum
The Year 10 Health and Social 
Care pupils visited the Florence 
Nightingale Museum which is 
located at St Thomas’ Hospital, 
London. Pupils were able to explore 
the differences in health care today 
compared to health care in the past. 

The pupils participated in 
workshops, group discussions and 
took part in interactive activities.

Ms Bushay-Morgan, Head of 
Health & Social Care

Student Perspective: Sixth Form Book Fair
The Year 12 BTEC Business Studies group and the Learning Resource Centre 
(LRC) hosted a book fair for the pupils in Skinners’ Academy. It is part of Unit 
18 in the course and their efforts will go towards the sixth formers’ grades. This 
book fair encourages pupils to read which will help them in their academic life 
and in the future. 

The fair ran over five days from 30 November – 4 December during the lunch-
break. The last day of the fair also saw a special sale at the end of the school day 
specifically for parents who wished to attend and purchase books.  

A challenge that we faced when organising the book fair was organising 
ourselves. This was because there was a lot of work to do for the book fair and 
not a lot of time to do it in, while also completing assignments for other subjects. 
None of us had any experience of organising an event before which made it 
difficult to plan. 

Another challenge that we came across was coming to an agreement with what 
types of books we wanted to order for the fair as we had such a wide range to 
choose from.

What we all enjoyed about organising the fair was working as a team because 
it helped us to develop our communication skills as well as encourage us to 
support each other with our individual  tasks. We also enjoyed being responsible 
for planning and running the event with assigned job roles. 

Overall, we have had a great time planning the event and were really pleased 
with the outcome.

Larissa Dang, Jaswinder Kaur, Selin Kuday,
On behalf of the Business BTEC team 

 

Overall, we have had 
a great time planning 
the event and were 
really pleased with the 
outcome.

BTEC Business Studies Year 12s



Bronze awards for 
mathematically talented sixth 
formers
Our Year 12 students as well as those from across the 
United Kingdom took part in the Senior UK Mathematics 
Trust (UKMT) Challenge on [date?] . The challenge 
is aimed at all 16-19 year olds studying mathematics 
in England and Wales and at the equivalent stage in 
Scotland and Northern Ireland.

The challenge is not based on the National Curriculum, 
but instead tests students’ general ability to think logically 
and mathematically by deducing their own methods.  
Three of our students were recognised for their 
achievements in this competition receiving Bronze 
awards. Congratulations to Tracy Tran, Nasra Bana and 
Con Sheffield. Con Sheffield was also awarded the best in 
school prize!

Mr Simpson, KS5 Maths Co-ordinator

Blocks, paper, scissors...MATHS!
This year both Nurture classes are participating in the pilot 
of the Mathematics Mastery programme. The programme 
boasts an innovative approach to mathematics teaching 
and learning as it focuses on the deep understanding of 
mathematical concepts and problem-solving.

We spend more time on fewer topics which allows every 
pupil to deepen their understanding of mathematical 
principles and for previously missed blocks of knowledge 
to fall into place. Pupils use different manipulatives 
(blocks, beads, rubber bands, charts and drawings) to 
visualize problems which make them easier to talk about. 
These discussions provide opportunities to embed and use 
correct mathematical terminology and to encourage pupils 
to articulate their thoughts fluently, in full sentences, 
giving them a fantastic opportunity to embed literacy in 
each lesson. With this “concrete to abstract” approach, 
our aim is to develop our pupils’ analytical thinking as 
well as to build their self-confidence to solve mathematical 
problems in everyday contexts. 

Ms Tarnoczi, Teacher of SEN / Nurture

MathematicsLearning Resource
Centre (LRC)

Author Visit- Inbali Iserles
As part of our Book Fair launch Skinners’ Academy was 
visited by Inbali Iserles, author of the Foxcraft series. She 
met with excited Year 7 pupils and spoke to them about 
her experiences and how she came to be a writer.

Towards the end of her visit pupils were given the 
opportunity to speak individually with Inbali and to buy a 
copy of her book and have it signed.

To finish of the event Inbali officially opened the Book 
Fair which was organised by some of our sixth form, 
giving select Year 7 pupils a preview of the Book Fair’s 
offerings.

Book Fair Poster Competition
The Year 12 Business Studies students running this 
term’s book fair organised a promotional competition 
which asked KS3 and KS4 pupils to design a marketing 
poster for the Book Fair. It was judged prior to the Fair’s 
opening, with the best three entries winning vouchers to 
spend at the Book Fair. 

BookBuzz
BookBuzz is a literacy initiative organised by the 
BookTrust which aims to encourage reading for pleasure 
and a whole school reading culture. Year 7 pupils are 
given the opportunity to choose a book from a fantastic 
selection which they can take home free of charge.
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Nurture Group
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World Mental Health Day
World Mental Health Day is an annual event held on 10 October to drive 
support for mental health and raise awareness of mental health issues around the 
world.

In the week leading up to World Mental Health Day all pupils attended an 
assembly on mental health & emotional wellbeing and were encouraged to take 
part in an interactive display in the foyer. 

The assemblies looked at what mental health & emotional wellbeing is, why it is 
important to be aware of how we’re feeling, how to look after our mental health 
& emotional wellbeing, how to be there for others and where to get support.

At the Academy we believe in and support the key message from ‘Time to 
Change’ (the mental health anti-stigma campaign run by Mind and Rethink 
Mental Illness): We all have mental health, make time for a mate and don’t 
discriminate.

We asked pupils & staff to get involved by building a #SmallThings tree. They 
were encouraged to create leaves for the tree which included suggestions on ‘the 
small things they do for others to support them’ and ‘the small things they would 
like others to do for them when they’re having a tough time’.

There were so many great things posted on the #SmallThings tree by pupils & 
staff it was difficult to choose a few but here are some of the suggestions…
•  “Make sure they know that I care. When they need me I’m there.”
• “Listen to them and spend time with them, encourage them. Have a laugh.”
• “Have a chat and a giggle.”
• “We always go to the park and have a picnic while we talk.”
• “Take them to a nice place together to cheer them up.”
• “Buy them something they like and share things with them.”
• “Take them for a good walk. Give them a hug!”
• “Go out for lunch.”
• “Make them happy. Don’t make them cry. It will be sappy, so just say ‘Hi’!”
• “I’d offer to cook dinner, help them with the washing, or whatever is falling 
behind.”
• “Singing songs.”
• “Let them talk and talk until they’re ready to stop. Hugs and chocolate and 
cuddles and reassurance.”
• “When my friends are down I would normally buy food for them. Always 
makes them happy.”
• “Send them a friendly text. Lots of support & love. Tell them why I love being 
their friend.”
• “Bake a cake.”

In recognising the treatment they’d want, pupils said:
• “Talk about it but don’t judge me. Just listen and that will make me feel better”
• “If they ask if I’m fine, be able to tell the truth.”
• “When I say nothing is wrong I want someone to say ‘I know there is.”
• “Notice when I’m feeling sad and talk to me about it.”
• “I like to play football with my friends.

Ms Windebank, Academy Counsellor 

Student Services

  
It was good to address 
mental health not 
necessarily as something 
‘wrong’ with you but to 
open the conversation that 
we all have mental health. 
The #SmallThings Tree 
was an opportunity to 
carry on the conversation 
and anonymously share 
our thoughts.
Miss Shepherd, Teacher of English

Stay in touch via www.
skinnersacademy.org.uk, 
via Twitter on  
@skinnersacademy 
and via Facebook on 
www.facebook.com/
skinnersacademyhackney.

Do also look out for 
information about the 
Skinners’ App, being 
trialled from January.
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Physical Education

Duke of Edinburgh - Bronze Award
127 Year 11 pupils received their Duke of Edinburgh Bronze certificates after 
12 months of hard work and endeavour. The highly regarded award involved 
learning a new skill, taking part in a new physical activity, completing 16 hours 
volunteering, and finally completing a four day expedition.
 
Pupils developed skills in First Aid, whilst completing courses in trampolining, 
vaulting and boxing for their new physical activity. For their volunteering they 
offered help to various places such as youth clubs, small shops, libraries and 
restaurants.

The expedition took place in July to Epping Forest and involved camping for 
three nights, cooking using camp stoves, and trekking during the day time 
which aided pupils to develop their teamwork, resilience, leadership and 
navigational skills. Using maps and compasses pupils planned and navigated 
in small groups from checkpoint to checkpoint. Despite a few wrong turns all 
pupils successfully completed their routes! 

Skinners’ Academy had the most pupils achieve the Duke of Edinburgh Bronze 
award in all of London. Looking to the upcoming year, Year 10 pupils have just 
started their D of E bronze for completion at the end of the academic year.

Mr Legge, Teacher of Physical Education (PE) and Talented Co-ordinator

  
I found it quite hard 
at first, but during the 
expedition it got much 
easier for me. All the 
walking and climbing up 
hills paid off as I passed 
my bronze award which 
therefore made me have 
more confidence in my day 
to day life.
Vijayant Singh Pannu, Year 11
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Hackney Sports Awards
Now in their 11th year, the Hackney Sports Award recognise the achievements 
of the borough’s sporting talent who have participated at local, county or 
national levels in various events over the past year. There are also awards for 
volunteering, services to sport and coach of the year.

The 2015 awards took place on 4 November at the Hackney Empire, Mare 
Street with representatives from Skinners’ Academy being nominated to receive 
awards.

Year 11 pupil Samson Adeola received the runners up award for the ‘Voluntary 
Services to Sport and Physical Activity Award’ for his contributions to the 
Academy’s basketball team.

The Year 10 rounders team were also nominated for the ‘Under 18 Team of the 
Year Award’ after winning the Hackney Rounders League.

Hackney Borough 
Netball League
The current league tables for the 
Hackney Borough Netball League 
show the Year 7 team from Skinners’ 
Academy in first place. All our other 
teams are not at the top yet, but 
with other fixtures still needing to 
be played, our teams are working 
harder than ever to put us in that 
first place position across the board.

Here are the results so far:
Year 7 – 1st place
Year 8 – 4th place
Year 9 – 2nd place
Year 10/11 – 2nd place 

Hampshire and CASS Mountain Centre
We took 20 Year 10 pupils to the Hampshire and CASS Mountain Centre to 
complete a five day intensive canoeing course which will contribute towards 
their GCSE PE practical grades. All pupils worked through adverse weather 
conditions including heavy rain and strong wind to develop their skills. This 
culminated in the pupils leading a journey down a river using the natural flow of 
the river to their advantage resulting in every pupil achieving outstanding grades 
through their tenacity and hard work.

For more photos of sporting 
highlights and team photos, 
visit the Skinners’ Academy 

website:

www.skinnersacademy.
org.uk
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Skinners’ are Rugby Ready!
Inspired by the World Cup, this September rugby has arrived at Skinners’! 
Rugby Club has been booming every Thursday after school with Ms Bouwers, 
Mr Howe and the help of professional coaches.  Several events have already 
taken place this year including:

• Rugby World Cup Screening of England vs. Wales which over 40 pupils 
watched 
• Girls’ and Boys’ Development coaching session and Matches at Harringey 
Rhinos RFC 
• Professional coaches leading tasters in curriculum 
• Saracens Premiership Rugby Club coaches delivering a rugby themed 
assembly
We have already formed three teams with more to come - watch this space…. 

Get involved every Thursday after school from 3.00 – 4.30pm

Ms Bouwers, Teacher of PE

Under 14 Girls Basketball - Central Venue 
League
The Skinners’ Academy U14 Girls Basketball team looked impressive in their 
bottle green uniforms at their first game against Heartlands High School. 

The Heartlands teams battled hard but despite their possession our girls 
stopped them from getting extra points on the board by blocking a lot of their 
players from completing a lay-up. Both teams defended well but ultimately the 
Skinners’ side won 18 – 10 by managing to successfully complete an open
lay-up against the opposing team. 

In their second game, the girls
achieved their second win with
a solid display against
Gladesmore Community School
winning by 20 – 10. Skinners’ 
competed well for possession
of the ball but also boast a few
key players with strong shooting
skills who racked up the points.

Mr Donovan, Teacher of PE

Under 16 Boys 
Haringey Schools 
Basketball League
This year the decision was made 
to enter our boys into the Haringey 
Schools Basketball League. 
Although the league is notoriously 
known for amazing basketball talent 
the boys have stepped up to the 
challenge.

So far the team have played 
Fortismere School winning 32 – 28. 
The game was played to a great 
standard and although it took the 
boys a while to get to terms with 
our new defence strategy, their 
determination and teamwork cannot 
be faulted. They moved the ball 
quickly and set up some good plays. 
Next up for the boys is a trip to Park 
View Academy.

Hackney Schools 
Basketball Cup
Skinners’ Under 16 boys put in a 
valiant effort to ease past Petchey 
Academy’s team and claim their 
place in the Hackney schools 
basketball cup final. Notably this 
year the team have come back 
stronger and hungrier to succeed.  

The Skinners’ Under 14 boys also 
put in a tremendous display against 
the hard working U14 team at 
Petchey Academy. The game ended 
Skinners’ 18 – Petchey 8. There 
were some great performances with 
Year 9 boys Erdem Akinci, Jommel 
Solis and Bile Bah putting in a great 
contribution. The Under 14 boys’ 
team have earned themselves a place 
in the London stages of the youth 
games. Well done!

Mr Donovan, Teacher of PE
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Sixth Form: Apply before 12 February

 

The educational trips 
offered in the sixth form 
are excellent. They 
introduce us to different 
environments that are 
related to our subjects 
and help us to expand 
our knowledge.

Tomiwa Akingbade, Year 12

 

The highlight of sixth 
form so far for me has 
been the Philosophy and 
Debates Enrichment 
session. The teacher 
is enthusiastic and 
the class is interactive 
which makes our 
debates stimulating and 
interesting.

Mehmet Tas, Year 12

 

My favourite part of 
being in Skinners’ 
sixth form is having our 
own space. We have a 
kitchen for socialising, 
a common room for 
independent or group 
study and a silent study 
area in the library which 
are exclusively for sixth 
form use.

Ilayda Tuncel, Year 12

Sixth Form First Term Highlights
The sixth formers have hit the ground running in their first term here at 
Skinners’ Academy. In addition to getting to grips with their demanding A 
Level and BTEC courses, they have been spoiled for choice when it comes to 
activities which will enrich their sixth form experience. 

In this first term alone, students have been involved with the Careers & 
Education Awareness Fair, a student finance talk from the Dept of Innovation, 
Business and Skills, a Women in Banking Conference at Credit Suisse; an 
Introduction to Research Workshop; a London Fashion Week Trip; a World Of 
Physics Day at Reading Uni; a V+A Museum trip; a Careers at the Bar seminar
lecture at the IOE; drop-in careers appointments; a Hackney Youth Parliament 
workshop, a “Meet the Director” event, the UK University Search Fair; 
‘Talking Works’ Mediation training; the BSix Hackney University Extension 
Programme which includes University visits e.g. City University, UEA, UEL; a 
CV workshop; The Company Programme (enterprise related); Movember; and 
a ‘Suffragettes’ Cinema trip. There’s much more to come so watch this space!


