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‘We are now officially open!’
After a very successful formal opening 
of the Academy in April this year by 
HRH The Duke of Gloucester we are 
now finally ‘official’. The event was 
well supported by the Governors, 
the Skinners’ Company and many 
of our friends, parents and partners. 
Academy students were excellent 
guides and hosts for our visitors clearly 
demonstrating their enthusiasm and 
pride in the new learning environment.
Year 11 and the Sixth Form have been 
focused on their GCSE and Sixth Form 
examinations and for the first time the 
performance theatre was transformed 
into an excellent Examinations Hall. 
All of the staff and students are eagerly 
awaiting the results due in August;
A’ Level results: 
Thursday 18 August     10am-12noon
GCSE results  
Thursday 25 August     10am-12noon

Our Year 11 Record of Achievement 
presentation afternoon took place 
on Friday 24 June. This was a very 
important occasion for all our Year 11 
students as it formally recognised the 
end of their compulsory education.
Year 11 students finished off the 
afternoon of celebrations by embarking 
on a cruise along the River Thames 
with some sightseeing, music and 
dancing on board!
As you will read we have been very 
busy in other curriculum areas. 
Our students have represented the 
Academy in both local and national 
events.
This edition has also given the 
Governing Body an opportunity 
to introduce themselves and their 
thoughts for the future of the Academy.
Best wishes.

Jenny Wilkins
Principal
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EnterpriseEU Comenius:
Textiles and Onyx Project a Historical Perspective

Skinners’ Academy has been successful in securing funding through the 
EU Comenius and British Council for an international project partnering  
with Lutfi Ege Anadolu Ogretmen College in Denizli, Turkey. 

Students are participating in a textiles and onyx project with Lutfi Ege 
College which will run for 2 years. Students have been researching and 
comparing the history of art, textiles and the onyx industry in Turkeyand 
the UK as well as import and export fairtrade goods. 

Building this wonderful international school partnership has increased 
student awareness and understanding of cultures and enhanced one of our 
key aims in terms of global citizenship.  

As part of the project, twenty  6th Form students from Skinners’ Academy 
travelled to Denizli in Turkey to visit partner school Lutfi Ege Anadolu 
Ogretmen  College on 18th February  27th February 2011. 

During the trip our students visited the historical regions around Denizli, 
as well as textiles, weaving and onyx producers. Our hosts also gave them 
a tour of  Buldan, Karahayıt-Pamukkale-Laodikia and the beautiful 
waterfalls at Antalya.

Students also gave presentations about Skinners’ Academy, the London    
Borough of Hackney and about the English Education system to the 
Ministry of Education in Denizli. 

 

 
I have learnt that to the 
Turkish people their 
culture is very important.
It made me realise how 
much my Mum has 
done for me and I am 
very grateful for this 
experience.”

Satone Johnson

 

 
It was good to see how 
strong the community 
was in Buldan and how 
they support one another 
in terms of Fairtrade 
and textiles.  We were 
overwhelmed by the 
hospitality shown by our 
partner school’s staff, 
students and parents.

Ozlem Oz 
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Fairtrade Fortnight

On the 5th March, TV personality Aggie MacKenzie joined 
Skinners’ Academy students as part of Fairtrade Fortnight 
at the Hackney Town Hall organised by the Hackney 
Fairtrade steering group.

A group of sixth form students gave a presentation to 
Aggie MacKenzie, Councillors, businesses and the local 
community about their trip to Turkey and how they have 
linked it up with Fairtrade cotton products. Furthermore, 
a group of year 7 students gave a presentation about how 
they have implemented Fairtrade with their Achievers 
International project. Our year 7 students will be importing 
and exporting Fairtrade products with partner schools in 
Malaysia, India, Zambia, Germany and Georgia USA.

Due to the success and hard work of our students we were 
formally invited to attend an international evening event on 
the 28th March 2011, hosted and organised by the Speaker 
of Hackney, Cllr Sally Mulready. Our students had a stand 
where they promoted all the work they are doing to support 
Fairtrade.

Business & Enterprise Day
On the Wednesday 9th February all Year 7 
pupils took part in a Business, Enterprise and 
Creativity Day. 

In order to promote the importance of drinking water 
throughout the school day, the challenge for every Year 
7 was to produce a unique water bottle brand. In their 
business groups, pupils attended three sessions; they began 
by learning about branding, discovered about the design 
process and finally produced their own branded label, which 
they then attached to a water bottle and took home with 
them.

The day focused on developing team work, problem solving 
and decision making skills and each session was supported 
by Yr11 and Sixth Form Business students. The day was a 
great success and was finished with a celebration assembly, 
where eight overall winners were chosen.

 

 
I really appreciate your support and your 
contribution to the event helped to make 
it a great success.

Cllr Sally Mulready

Congratulationsgoes to Yolante Connolly, 
Yusuf Simsek, Chloe Bayliss, Ana-Paula 
Mazarini, Lalou Salvador, Ediz Keskinkilic, 
Cynyee Wong, Tracy Tran for their winning 
designs!
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Skinners’  Academy open...officially

Skinners’ Academy was declared open by HRH the Duke of Gloucester KG 
GCVO at a ceremony on 12 April 2011.

Guests at the event were reminded about the vision of the school and the benefits 
of its open-plan, bright and spacious learning space. It was also a chance to say 
thank you to the Skinners’ Company, one of the great twelve livery companies 
with a history spanning back 700 years, for their continued commitment to 
education in Hackney and specifically for their role with the Academy.

The building design was guided by the vision of Principal Jenny Wilkins, in 
particular that it becomes a centre point for the community – and within its first 
six months of being open – the potential to be that community hub is already 
apparent. 

The Duke was given a tour by students before unveiling a plaque to mark the 
occasion. He said: “It is a great pleasure to join you on this day of celebration to 
mark the opening of the Academy and to see this splendid building.”

Principal Jenny Wilkins said: “The vision to achieve a first class learning 
environment fit for the 21st century has been secured in this wonderful learning 
campus where our students will have the opportunity to learn, succeed and 
realise their potential in our ever changing society.”

She added: “Our specialism of Business, Enterprise and ICT has influenced the 
design and culture of our new school with the help and advice of our students.”

 

Our specialism of 
Business, Enterprise and 
ICT has influenced the 
design and culture of 
our new school with the 
help and advice of our 
students.

Jenny Wilkins

 

 
Our students will 
have the opportunity 
to learn, succeed and 
realise their potential 
in our ever changing 
society.

Jenny Wilkins
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Facts and figures about the 
Skinners’ building 
It incorporates a number of environmental features 
including the recycling of rainwater and a seeded roof, 
and has stunning views of Alexandra Pallace. 

£27.2m to build, funded by the Department for 
Education

10,340m² of accommodation for 1150 students 
(including 250 6th form students)

Sustainable features have been used throughout the 
design including highly insulated walls, exposed 
thermal mass, natural ventilation, biomass boiler, 
grey water recirculation, water conservation and 
biodiversity roofs. 

The building makes excellent use of recyclable 
rainwater that will be stored on site

Existing trees were incorporated into the planting 
scheme where possible

The seeded roof aids ecology and provides a learning 
tool for the students through consultations and 
monitoring of the plant life growth.

The Academy has been nominated a Considerate 
Constructors Scheme National Site Award in 
recognition of the high standards of building work 
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World Maths Day 1st 
March 2011

World Maths Day is a 
unique world event which 
presented a fantastic way 
to  promote numeracy at 
Skinners’ Academy. 

As one of over 50,000 schools 
worldwide who participated, our 
students celebrated the 5th annual 
World Maths Day by playing 
60-second mental maths challenges. 
They had to complete as many 
questions correctly as possible 
within the time limit. However 
three wrong answers led to “striking 
out”. As well as playing against the 
clock students competed against 
other participants from around the 
world. Challengers were found using 
a web-based interactive map which 
displayed the location of each player 
in any given game.

World Maths day lasted for as 
long as it was Tuesday 1st March 
2011 somewhere is the world, 
which means that students at 
Skinners’ Academy were able to 
begin competing on Monday 28th 
February 11am and continue until 
Wednesday 2nd March 11am.

Students were really engaged in this 
activity and there was a dramatic 
improvement in their scores as the 
competition progressed.  The overall 
winner of the competition from 
Skinners’ Academy was Yomade 
Aileru who managed to get 2,523 
questions correct in just under 2 
hours. 

Staff were also able to participate 
and this was a huge incentive to 
some of the students to compete 
against some of their teachers. 

Maths
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UKMT Reginal Finals 
Recently, Skinners’ Academy students participated in a competition organised 
by The United Kingdom Mathematics Trust (UKMT). School based rounds 
were held before Christmas to choose a team to represent the Academy at the 
regional rounds of the UKMT Team Mathematics Challenge.  Four students 
(Kellel, Rebecca, Connacht and Alish) were chosen.  The UKMT is a registered 
charity whose aim is to advance the education of children and young people 
in mathematics. It organises national mathematics competitions and other 
mathematical enrichment activities for 11-18 year old UK school pupils. 

The Team Challenge is aimed at yr 8 and yr 9 students – however our Year 7s did 
us proud. The overall challenge is made up of several smaller challenges; including 
Group Competition, Head-to-Head contest, Relay race and Crossnumber – the 
latter of which we won!

Ms Dews

I am one of the select few students who were chosen to represent the school and 
compete in the UKMT Regional finals. We were given some training before 
we went to the Octagon, Queen Mary’s University which is where we were to 
compete. 

In the competition there are four rounds and a warm up. Our team performed 
incredibly well in the challenge in the second round - the cross number, a 
game like a crossword except with numbers instead, which involved pairs 
communicating to get an answer for certain questions. Although we didn’t place 
in the top three as a school, we were the only team that had students from year 
7 competing in the challenge so are proud of ourselves anyway. The day was 
interesting and a good way to involve our school. I enjoyed it.

Connacht Galvin Sheffield

Congratulations to Kellel Thomas, Connacht Sheffield, 
Alish Dortgoz and Rebecca Greaney.
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The Secondary  
Forum
The Forum is an opportunity for 
students who have SEN, disabilities 
or medical needs, to meet and build 
a dialogue around issues that are 
relevant to them.  Themes have 
touched on universal issues such as 
school, community, travel and family.

The Forum is also an opportunity for 
students from special schools to work 
alongside students from mainstream 
schools, and is a growing social 
network.  
This year the Forum has taken a new 
step, and is being hosted by Hackney 
secondary schools.  

Skinners’ Academy have hosted our 
most recent meeting during spring 
2011.  This gives a chance for the host 
school to extend their specialism

beyond their school community, and also raise awareness of access and disability 
issues among their own staff and students.  

Twenty-eight students from eight different secondary schools attended and 
learned to play Goalball, experienced dance and movement, thought about 
careers in sport, as well planning for their own futures, working hard, having a 
fabulous lunch, seeing a brand new school and making lots of friends.  

Lets Get Cooking!
This term has seen the beginning of 
Let’s Get Cooking during enrichment 
time on Mondays with Mrs Kaur & 
Ms Stern.

Lucky students have been given a 
head start on food preparation and 
cooking skills. The aim of Let’s Get 
Cooking is to involve and inspire 
students as well as encouraging them 
to eat healthier diet.

Each student at the end of the club 
sessions receives a pack with all of the 
recipes that they have learnt over the 
course of six weeks.

Last half term we saw students learn 
how to read, follow and understand 
recipes as well as follow health, safety 
and hygiene advice.

Students worked very well and paired 
up to create recipes using seasonal 
fruits and vegetables. 

They tried out recipes such as Leek 
and Potato Soup, Easy Pesto Pasta 
& Scones which included cherries or 
mixed fruit.

All the recipes are healthy options and 
use less salt.

Once students had gained the basics we 
ran a ‘Bring Along a Parent’ evening.
Students prepared all three dishes for 
their parents to try out.

We are very proud of our students and 
how well they carried off this event.
A big thank you to Ms Roberts & Mr 
Ayeni for helping out.

Coming up this half term – Summer 
Fruit Quenchers, Zesty Raspberry 
Lemon Muffins, Wildcats Purrrfect 
Pizza and Italian Chicken Pasta Salad. 
Looking forward to seeing you all at 
Let’s Get Cooking!

Mrs Kaur & Ms Stern
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English

The Globe Theatre 
Trip
On Wednesday 2nd March 90 Year 7 
students went to the Globe Theatre 
to see a production of William 
Shakespeare’s Macbeth in association 
with Deutsche Bank. They have 
been studying Macbeth in English 
this term. Despite the cold, we had a 
fantastic time watching the production 
which included soldiers sliding down 
zip wires from the top of the theatre 
giving everyone a surprise. 

 

I was involved in the 
BBC schools report as a 
camera woman. On the 
day I was involved in 
recording different stories 
such as an interview with 
a cyber-bullying victim 
and an interview with Ms 
Wilkins. 

Eboni Kirton

BBC School News 
Report
The BBC News Schools 
Report team worked 
together tirelessly to achieve 
the aim of broadcasting a 
video news report on the 
school’s website.

The team researched, wrote, filmed 
and edited their news broadcasts, 
including stories such as cyber-
bullying, Skinners’ Academy’s new 
building, the Japan earthquake, 
Comic Relief, entertainment, sport, 
weather and much more. This was a 
very exciting experience for the team 
and gave them an insight into how 
news is turned into a broadcast in the 
real world. 

The day featured a morning of 
rehearsing scenes, practicing using 
the camera equipment, filming 
“in the studio” and “on-location”, 
interviewing pupils and staff, and 
finally in the late afternoon editing the 
material for the final broadcast. The 
students involved now understand 
what good news is and are familiar 
with the content of a half an hour 
news report. This has been a 
challenging, but highly rewarding 
experience for all involved.

Thanks to all those involved who 
helped to make this day a huge 
success, you all worked incredibly 
hard and we couldn’t have done it 
without you! 

 

The Macbeth play was 
intense. I didn’t want it to 
end. Everything was so 
dramatic and so realistic. 
The play was so alive and  
modern.  I enjoyed it and 
I hope everyone will have 
the same experience as I 
did.

Le’andra Logie-Clyne
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Poetry Live  “To be, or not to be: that is the question”
On Friday 4th February many students in Year 11 attended Poetry Live which is 
an event where poets from the GCSE AQA Anthology perform live readings of 
their poems and discuss their ideas and inspiration. The line-up included three of 
the ‘key poets’, Simon Armitage, Gillian Clarke and Carol Ann Duffy, plus Imtiaz 
Dharker, Moniza Alvi and the incomparable John Agard. 

On Thursday 24th March, the Year 12 English A Level class saw a production 
of William Shakespeare’s Hamlet at the Hackney Empire. Shakespeare’s best 
known play was brought vividly to life exploring the essence of Hamlet through 
the revenge, tragedy, comedy and self-doubt trying to find a context for our 
own times. This was part of the Cambridge Pre-U Course which is an exciting 
qualification for 16-19 year olds who want to go to university.

It equips students with the skills they need to make a success of their 
undergraduate studies giving them a solid and coherent grounding in specialist 
subjects at an appropriate level; the ability to undertake independent and self-
directed learning and the ability to think laterally, critically and creatively and 
communicate effectively. 

Ms Roberts, English

The year 7 students got the opportunity to try dressing up as Lady 
MacBeth and even made their own costumes.

Parent Pay Notice

The ParentPay system 
for school meals is going 
well. Parents do need to 
remember however that 
it can take up to 36 hours 
for payment to appear 
on a student’s account. 
Parents of Year 7 students 
also need to bear in mind 
that as their children are 
on Family Service, the 
students don’t swipe their 
cards but their accounts 
are still charged by 
us. The cost of Family 
Service is £9.50 a week.

The Green Team

Our team of volunteers are working 
hard to recycle the Academy’s waste 
and with the help of Eco ACTIVE 
they are promoting greener practices 
and ensuring the Academy’s 
sustainability for the future. We also 
are trying to get involved with our 
local shops to make not only our 
school but our community go green 

Elle Scott
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Science

National Engineering 
& Science Week
As part of National Science & 
Engineering Week (15th-20th 
March), Year 7 took part in a 
Cosmetic competition making a 
range of their own beauty products 
here in the school and marketing 
them to fellow students and teachers. 
Products ranged from Bath Bombs to 
Lip Balm and could be as cheap (or 
expensive!) as desired. Students made 
the products, designed the labels and 
even produced their own adverts! The 
products will then be judged by the 
Science department and the winner 
will be put forward for a national 
award and maybe even a prize!
In addition to the Cosmetic 
Challenge, all students are also 
invited to compete in a poster 
campaign depicting an invention that 
you’ve created. It can be as wacky 
and un-imaginable as you think of, 
or it can be a practical solution to 
a common problem… You decide! 
Entries will also be sent to be entered 
into a prize draw with the top prize 
being a Nintendo DS!

 

I really enjoyed Science Week, it was great fun making 
our own cosmetic creams and I think learning this 
process really gave a boost to my grades and helped 
me understand more clearly.

Jahmai Scott, Year 7.

LRC - New opening 
times

The library hours have 
been changed to provide 
greater access before and 
after school.

Monday 8.00-5.30

Tuesday 8.00-5.30

Wednesday 8.00-5.30

Thursday 8.00-3.30

Friday 8.00-3.00 

Attendance 
Reminder

Please note that it is a legal 
requirement for parents and 
carers to ensure that school 
aged children (aged 5-16) go to 
school regularly and arrive on 
time. 

Unauthorised absences can 
lead to legal action being 
taken against parents or 
carers. Skinners’ Academy 
also encourages Sixth 
Formers to keep us informed. 
Please contact [Jo Monrose, 
Attendance & Home Liaison 
Officer on 020 8 800 7411, Ext 
109] by 9.25am to explain any 

Communications 
Audit

We are conducting a 
Communications Audit among 
students, parents/carers, staff 
and stakeholders to enable us to 
understand the preferences and 
needs at the Academy. 

Please complete the form 
by Friday 6th July (or 
earlier) and return it to Gina 
Visram, Communications & 
Marketing Officer, Skinners’ 
Academy, N41SY / gvisram@
skinnersacademy.org.uk / drop 
it at reception. If you have not 
received a form by Friday 24th 
June – please get in touch.

Newsletter 2 working.indd   10 29/06/2011   15:21



Skinners’ Academy Newsletter July 2011

Humanities
Visit to Hever Castle
On Wednesday 30th March and Friday 1st April the 
humanities department took all of year 7 on a trip to Hever 
Castle in Kent to develop their understanding of their study 
of the Tudors this term. 

“It was an early Wednesday morning and all of Page and 
Gray were getting ready to go on a trip to Hever Castle 
which everyone was really looking forward to. The intention 
of the trip was to learn more about the Tudor times.

I learnt about all the owners of Hever Castle and how Tudor 
people lived their lives. As the Castle was Anne Boleyn’s 
home we learnt how she lived her life. I found out that she 
was married to Henry VIII and that she had a daughter 
called Elizabeth. I also got to see her bedroom and to 
understand what it would have been like when Henry came 
to visit her.

While we were there we visited the Italian gardens, which 
were amazingly beautiful, and the castle, which helped me 
understand and see many things from the Tudor time. We 
also went to a tower maze which helped me remember the 
order of Henry VIII’s wives and the Yew maze which was 
my favourite part.

Daniella Cano, Year 7

Holocaust Memorial Day 
Eva Schloss, the step-sister of Anne Frank came to talk 
to year 7 students about her time during the Holocaust in 
Auschwitz concentration camp. Year 7 had been working 
on Anne Frank’s Diary with the Anne Frank Trust and this 
very special assembly came at the end of the two weeks. 
Eva Schloss is 81 years old and her mother married Anne 
Frank’s father after the war ended when tragically the rest 
of their families were killed by the Nazis. A book of year 7 
letters to Anne Frank will be published soon.

Right: Akeena Smith talking about her experiences of her 
visit to Auschwitz at the Hackney Town Hall.
Above: Eva Schloss taking to a Year 7 group during 
Holocaust Memorial Day
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Learning  
Resource Centre

Book Making 
Workshop
Throughout last term a group of Year 
7 students took part in a six week 
book making workshop during their 
enrichment.

The students developed skills in 
literacy, research methods, layout & 
design and book making techniques.

The group were given an open brief 
and asked to explore a subject matter 
of their choosing. They studied 
various books in the library as well 
as handmade artist books to get 
inspiration for their own work.

The finished books were fantastic; 
ranging from science fiction stories, 
fashion magazines and even an 
origami instruction booklet.

Copies of the students books are now 
available in the library for loan

Gregory Sodergren

Art & Design
Creative Partnerships
We are currently in the final year of a four year enquiry 
project with A New Direction, Arts Council of Great 
Britain.  During our four year partnership with A New 
Direction we have explored the history and legacy of 
the school and it’s transition from a non-denominational 
voluntary aided girls school to an ‘Academy’.
 
The theme for this years  project deals with ‘Movement’ and 
‘Transition’ and where we see ourselves in five years time.  
Through a series of workshops, the project aims to develop 
students as independent and creative researchers.
Our previous projects have involved exploring the history 
and archive of the Skinners’ Girls School and culminating 
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ICT

ICT Specialism Day
April 7th marked the successful launch of the innovative ICT games based 
learning programme with year 7. The idea behind games based learning is to use 
every day mobile devices such as Nintendo DS and Wii to support teaching and 
learning. All year 7 students had an opportunity to participate in four different 
activities. They used games such as Mario Kart, Scribblenauts and Just Dance 2 
to develop their literacy and numeracy skills in an engaging and fun way.  

A big thank you to all staff and students that made this day such a success and 
demonstrated that games do have a part to play in education.
“It was a fun day, it was active especially Just Dance 2 because I like sports. We 
learnt everyday life skills. It was good!”  Detroit Peart, Year 7 

Key Exam Dates
Summer examinations run 
from Monday 16th May to 
Friday 24th June 2011 for 
GCE & GCSE students

Release of exam  results:
Thursday 18th August 2011 – 
GCE & BTEC results

Thursday 25th August 2011 – 
GCSE results

Time and location to  collect exams 
will be published nearer the time

Clubs
Book Club 
Wednesday 4.30-5.30

Homework Club
Tuesdays 4.50-5.20

Maths Homework Help
Wednesdays 4.30-5.30

ICT Club
Thursdays 4.30-5.30

Design & Technology Club
Tuesdays 4.30-5.30

Parents’ Update: 
Message from 
Parent Governor 
Ronnie O’Connor 
I am mindful of the fact 
that my role as Parent 
Governor is quite a task, 
and that it is practically 
impossible to carry out 
without a collaborative 
and dedicated effort 
to meet the needs and 
concerns of my fellow 
parents.

I would like all parents to have a 
real connection with the school 
community, with their child’s learning 
and with the leadership and staff of 
Skinners’ Academy.

At a recent Parent Forum meeting 
some parents made known to me 
that they have ideas as to the format 
they would like the future meetings 
to be, so the next step is to discuss, 
communicate and decide on a format 
moving forward.  

I do appreciate the time constraints 
that we all have, and this makes it 
difficult to meet regularly, therefore 
the best way to keep sharing our 
ideas is through email. Please do 
not hesitate to drop me a line at: 
ocoronroy@msn.com

Do not underestimate your role in 
your child’s learning within the school 
community and the partnership we 
need to form with the leadership and 
staff through the Parent Forum. 

Skinners’ Academy is a beautiful 
school. I applaud the vision and out-
of-the box concept that has made 
all this possible. Let us, as part of 
the school community, reflect such 
beauty and transparency in how we 
relate with one another and share our 
ideas for the common good of raising 
great leaders for the future.

I look forward to seeing you at an 
upcoming meeting and hearing from 
you in the meanwhile. 
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Governors In Focus

Lucy Lee
I started my career as a 
Management Consultant 
for a large global company 
advising on Human 
Resources and Change 
Management. More 
recently I worked for 
Rt Hon David Willetts 
MP and then as a Public 
Services Policy Adviser 
to Senior MPs covering 
Education and Health 
policy.  As a mother of 
two young children, I 
am keenly aware of the 
importance of having a 
successful local school. 
As a Governor I shall be 
focussing on making sure 
our Academy supports all 
our students in achieving 
their academic potential; 
that they leave equipped 
with the life skills necessary 
for them to succeed in 
today’s society; and that 
we as a Governing body 
are listening to our parents/
carers and the local 
community to ensure that 
our Academy meets, and 
exceeds, their needs.

Jayme Johnson
Having recently joined 
the Governing Body in 
September 2010 as a 
Foundation Governor, 
I hope to contribute to 
maintaining strong links 
with the local community 
and police, as well as 
developing sport within 
the Academy. I was 
a schoolboy at Judd 
School and am now a 
Freeman in the Skinners’ 
Company. I studied 
History at university and 
am currently a Detective 
Sergeant in Fulham with 
the Metropolitan Police 
Service.

Darren Parker
Darren Parker is a former 
Hackney councillor who 
wanted to stay involved 
in the area after leaving 
the council in 2010. He 
also sits on the board 
of the Manor House 
Development Trust and 
wants to make sure the 
Academy is at the heart 
of the local community 
and is connected to the 
regeneration of Woodberry 
Down. Darren also 
works in housing and 
regeneration, building 
new affordable homes in 
London. He is passionate 
about community service 
and wants to work to help 
Skinners’ students develop 
a sense of responsibility 
to each other and those 
around them. Although 
from the north of England 
originally, Darren says east 
London is his home and he 
‘wouldn’t dream of living 
anywhere else’. 

Mark Wickham-
Jones
Mark Wickham-Jones 
is Professor of Political 
Science at the University of 
Bristol where he researches 
and teaches British 
politics, specialising in the 
Labour party. Chair of the 
education committee, he 
has a longstanding interest 
in pedagogy and learning at 
all levels. He lives in Bristol 
and has three children at 
a comprehensive school in 
South Gloucestershire.
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James Malmesbury 
Chairman of Governors

I was appointed by the 
Court of the Skinners’ 
Company to be Chairman 
of the Governors of this 
Academy as I bring with 
me  experience from being 
a governor of the Skinners 
School for Girls, chairing 
the governors of a large 
tertiary college, Sparsholt 
College Hampshire 
and of the South East 
Regional Committee of 
the Further Education 
Funding Council. I hope 
that this will be useful in 
ensuring that the Skinners’ 
Academy becomes an 
outstanding educational 
and community resource.  
Probably the most 
important thing that a 
governor does is to appoint 
the principal, and in Jenny 
Wilkins I  believe that the 
governors have discharged 
their responsibility 
superbly. The challenges 
now for the governors 
are to steer the Academy 
through difficult financial 
times, expand the school 
at an appropriate rate, 
recruit a full sixth form and 
ensure that the academy 
flourishes, and provides a 
broad education that lifts 
every pupil to the limit of 
their ability.

Harriet Prest

Billy WhitbreadRichard de Boer
I have been a governor 
since the governing 
body was formed, I 
am a liveryman of the 
Skinners’ Company. I am a 
Consultant Neonatologist 
and General Paediatrician 
working at The University 
Hospital, Coventry and 
George Eliot Hospital, 
Nuneaton; this means I am 
responsible for the care of 
the most premature and 
sickest babies as well as 
looking after older children. 
My work brings me into 
contact with all the other 
agencies linking with the 
health service involved 
with children’s wellbeing 
such as education, police, 
social care and the 
voluntary sector. I am 
also involved in teaching 
medical students at 
Warwick University.
I am 48 years young, 
married to Cathryn with  
4 children (Henry 17, 
Eleanor 15, Jessica 12 and 
Theo 11) all are educated 
in the state sector in 
Warwickshire. My spare 
time is taken up in the 
main with a passion for the 
garden as well as breaks in 
our caravan and supporting 
the family in all their 
various activities.

You might catch me on TV 
reporting the news for Sky 
News all over the country.
And I spend my weekends 
scaling the walls just down 
the road at The Castle 
climbing centre! I was so 
pleased to join as a new 
governor just as Skinners’ 
moved into the new 
buildings. So far governing 
has been a steep learning 
curve as it has been for 
the students, parents and 
staff. It’s such an exciting 
time and I can’t wait until 
everyone in the local 
community is talking about 
the Academy and what it 
has to offer. 

After spending three and a 
half years with the Diplomatic 
Service in Laos between 
1966 and 1970, I gained an 
MBA at Harvard Business 
School. From 1970 until 1989 
I worked in various senior 
posts at Whitbread, where I 
was a trustee of the Pension 
Fund before transferring 
to managing Whitbread 
Investment Company Plc 
1989-94: I then spent nine 
happy years at Aberdeen 
Asset Management, looking 
after the Taverners Trust.. 
During this time I spent 
17 years as a Governor of 
Aldenham, an independant 
school near Elstree, where 
I sat on the Finance 
Committee. I am currently 
a member of the Advisory 
Committee to the Dame 
Alice Owen Foundation, 
with particular reference 
to educational projects in 
Islington. I am also Deputy 
Chairman of Algate & 
Allhallows Barking Exhibition 
Foundation, which dispences 
money to educational projects 
in Tower Hamlets.  I hope 
to be a useful member of the 
Finance & General Purpose 
Committee. I did a stint 
on the Skinners’ Company 
Investment Committee 
and continue to sit on the 
Investment Committee of the 
Brewers’ Company, of which I 
was a Master in 2003-4. t 
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Steve Belk
I have worked in Education 
for most of my working 
life.  I started my career 
teaching Maths in a very 
large South London 
secondary school and have 
worked in London ever 
since. Over the years I 
have worked in different 
types of secondary schools 
in various roles ranging 
from  Head of Department, 
Deputy Headteacher 
to Headteacher. I am 
currently the Acting Chief 
Executive of the Learning 
Trust in Hackney.
I am honoured to be a 
Governor of the Skinners 
Academy which I  believe 
will provide a great  
opportunity for local young 
people to have a rich and 
high quality education. As 
an experienced governor 
and with a background 
of school improvement 
I intend to  support the 
school ( through the 
education committee)  
to provide high quality 
provision for all students. 
I also have good financial 
and people management 
experience so I can also 
help oversee these areas 
too.

Lord Inglewood
I am a liveryman of the 
Skinners’ Company 
who lives in the North 
of England, and who is a 
member of the bar and a 
chartered surveyor. Over 
the years I have held 
a number of positions 
including member of the 
European Parliament and a 
junior minister. Currently 
I chair the House of Lords 
Select Committee on 
Communications, chair the 
Reviewing Committee on 
the Export of Works of Art, 
and am chairman of Carr’s 
Milling Industries and of 
CN Group. I would like 
the Skinners’ Academy 
in Hackney to be one of 
the premier Academies in 
London.

Ronnie O’Connor 
Parent Governor
I am a Pharmacy 
Technician, and 
have served the local 
communities in the 
borough of Hackney for 10 
years. I enjoy my work, the 
rewarding experience of 
providing healthcare to the 
community. 
I am a member of the St. 
Luke’s Church for over 
15 years and a very active 
member of the Youth 
Ministry Team, serving as 
Sunday School Teacher, 
Youth Leader, Men’s 
Fellowship and on the 
Church Council. 
I have served as a parent 
governor at my children’s 
primary school and am 
proud to be the new Parent 
Governor at Skinners’ 
Academy. 
At Skinners’, I will take 
my wealth of experience 
and work tirelessly within 
the framework of the 
governing body towards the 
achievement of excellence 
in every area of school 
life… and will work toward 
adding value to each child 
who walks through the 
gates.

Robert Farquharson
When I was invited by 
the Skinners Company 
to become a Governor 
and Chairman of the 
Finance Committee, I 
was excited to be part 
of such a wonderful new 
educational initiative. I had 
previously spent 8 years as 
a Governor of a secondary 
special needs school in 
Hammersmith. So this was 
the perfect opportunity for 
me to use that experience 
in supporting Jenny 
Wilkins to bring this new 
project to fruition. With 
my own long involvement 
in the property business, I 
was also attracted by this 
stunning new building 
being at the heart of the 
regeneration of Hackney 
and a focal point for the 
changing community 
around it. 
As a society we need to 
address the challenges of 
assimilating new cultures 
and diverse ethnic 
minorities. I am therefore 
a strong believer in an 
all-inclusive educational 
system that teaches 
young people of all 
backgrounds to live and 
work together productively 
and harmoniously. The 
Skinners Academy and its 
strong ethos will be a leader 
in achieving this objective.    

Newsletter 2 working.indd   16 29/06/2011   15:22



Skinners’ Academy Newsletter July 2011

Wild Life Trust Tree Planting
The London Wildlife Trust, the Forestry Commision, the 
Greater London Authority and London 2012’s Changing 
Places scheme have teamed up to provide a lasting legacy 
for the Olympic and Paralympic Games by showcasing 
the vital importance of trees and participation in the five 
London host boroughs.

The London Wildlife Trust has supplied 100 tree saplings to 
the Academy, and with the help of two tree specialists came 
to the Academy to help our  Year 7 team of volunteers plant 
them.  The indigenous trees ranged from Silver Birches, 
Rowan Trees and Field Maples. 

Trail Blazers at 
the House of 
Lords
Our five Trail Blazer 
winners were awarded to a 
visit to the House of Lords 
on 5th May. Accompanied 
by Ms Wilkins and deputy 
head Mr Francis they had a 
great day out.

They were given the 
chance to explore the 
House of Lords and 
shared the day with other 
winners from schools from 
surrounding boroughs.
Congratulations to all 
those involved!

Student Voice
LSE Student Tutoring Scheme
Since February Year 11 & 12 students have had the opportunity to take part in the LSE student tutoring scheme.
The scheme consisted of students from Russell group universities, -Mainly Kings College and LSE- coming in for an hour 
each week to assist AS Students with a specific subject area. These included English, Maths, Biology, Chemistry, Psychology 
& Sociology.

I had the opportunity to have a Maths tutor from LSE, who conveniently come in to the school for an hour a week, to review 
specific subject areas that I was struggling with.

This proved to be very beneficial, and was not only an opportunity to gain support for our exams, but also an opportunity 
to develop our social, organisational and problem solving skills. In addition it gave ‘us’ as students the opportunity to ask for 
advice on all sorts of aspects of further education as they had just recently started university themselves.

Laila Hadjimi, Year 12
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Record of 
Achievement Day
Well done to all Year 11s!

On Friday 24th June the Year 11s 
celebrated finishing their examinations  
and their successes in school life with 
the Record of Achievement Day held 
in the Academy’s performance theatre.

It was a great afternoon, attended by 
parents, staff and of course all the Year 
11 girls.  A special thank you to guest 
speaker Akeena Smith for her inspiring 
words, and to Rachel Anyeti & Beatrix 
Okoro for their vote of thanks.

The students then celebrated into the 
evening going on a boat from Lambeth 
Pier to the Thames Barrier.
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The Ideas 
Foundation inter-
agency challenge
Creative Geniuses: A 
New Generation

This term, 11 Skinners’ Academy 
sixth form students took part in 
The Ideas Foundation inter-agency 
challenge.

This project saw six of the UK’s 
leading creative agencies mentoring 
them to produce an advertising pitch 
in a week. The brief given by Metro 
and 20th Century Fox involved our 
students considering alternative and 
innovative ways to advertise upcoming 
film - In Time with Justin Timberlake 
(to be released in November 2011), 
using Metro platforms.

The comments from the agencies and 
organisations involved were indicative 
of the great work of the students – a 
selection of which are included here.

 

 
The ideas from Skinners’ 
Academy were both 
brilliant & enlightening...
Many of the ideas were 
good enough to run 
in Metro and we’ll be 
discussing this possibility 
with Fox in the build up 
to the film’s release.

Sophie Robinson, Metro

 

It was so uplifting to 
spend time interrogating 
our movie with 
instinctively creative 
individuals with bundles 
of energy. The ingenuity 
that sprang from all of 
the Skinners’ Academy 
students was incredibly 
inspiring.

Posie Doughty, 20th Century Fox

 

The Skinners’ students 
were enthusiastic and 
friendly. I got a new 
perspective into the lives 
of teenagers…Teaching 
them about the world of 
advertising helped me to 
take a step back and view 
my career and daily work 
in a different light.

Sophie Caulfeild, DLKW Lowe

 

 
Good to see so many 
clever and motivated 
students.

Michael McCoy, Managing Partner, 
Vizeum

Newsletter 2 working.indd   19 29/06/2011   15:22



19_Skinners’ Academy Newsletter July 2011

Well done to:
Oreoluwa SHOYINKA, Naomie 
KINDUELO, Eboni KIRTON, 
Vaanessa ROCHA, Lauryn 
BENNETT, Cynthia KINDUELO
Connacht SHEFFIELD,  Ilayda 
TUNCEL, Reanna JUKES, Soriah 
DUNKLEY, Rebecca GREANEY, 
Gedalia FILHOJamike DIKE, 
Martyne ADESANYA, Karl  OSIE 
KWATONG, Leon MABILA, 
Conrad BERNARD, Jahmai SCOTT

Borough Netball 
Tournament
On the 12th May Yr 7 
played in a round robin 
style tournament at 
Haggerston Park and 
convincingly won their 
group.

They then went on to face 
Mossbourne A in the semi-final 
and after a hard fought battle lost 
7-3. The tournament was a fanatic 
success, which brought all the 
Hackney borough schools together. 
Skills displayed were top class and 
team spirit was at an all-time high. 
A massive congratulation to all those 
involved!

Year 7s Basketball 
Season so far...
A successful start to Basketball at 
Skinners’ Academy leaves the boys 
unbeaten after 5 games. Having 
developed their skills on a Friday 
night with Mr Ayeni and I they have 
demonstrated that they have some 
potential in this game. As a very tall 
team, they have started to play to 
their strengths with some impressive 
performances to name a few from 
Michael Morris, Dylan Rhooms 
and Owen Nwanebu. All students 
have worked hard to improve their 
basic skills to go with their natural 
athleticism for the game. I hope 
that all the students continue to be 
dedicated to this sport as they have 
a good chance of making progress in 
next year’s competitions as well as 
the basketball competition we hope to 
hold here at Skinner’s before the end 
of the year.

NJIRC (National 
Junior Indoor 
Rowing Competition)
On the 4th March a group of Yr 7 
students took part in NJIRC at the 
Lee Valley Athletic Centre. They 
were placed into categories and had 
to complete a 2 minutes sprint on 
an indoor rowing machine.  The 
objective was to see who could row 
the further distance in the time 
allocated.

As this was a national competition 
there were schools from all over the 
country with approximately 1,500 
children competed during the day!

Congratulations to the 
NJIRC competitors: Ali 
Doldur, Destiny Jacobs, 
Morgan Forrester, 
Sherian Silcott, Micheal 
Morris, Le’andra Logie-
Clyne, Adam Akinlade, 
Adewa Alaketu, 
ShaqueleLewis-Frame, 
Nikolas Teran-Vaca, 

PE

Gifted and Talent Dance workshop
On 8th April a group of potential gifted and talent dance students were identified 
to take part in a Laban contemporary dance workshop. The workshop lasted for 2 
hrs and focused on fun, energetic contemporary and creative dance which was led 
by an experienced Laban dance practitioner.  All the students were then invited 
to try out for the Laban dance project at the National Dance CATs (Centre for 
Advanced Training) scheme.
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