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It gives me great pleasure to present 
the second newsletter of this 
academic year. Since the New Year, 
there have yet again been numerous 
activities at the Academy from 
which numerous pupils have been 
able to benefit.

In February, we had three amazing 
performances of A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream – The Musical, a 
fusion of Shakespeare’s lines with 
modern pop songs. It was our third 
and most ambitious production to 
date and has helped to establish a 
tradition at the Academy for exciting 
and varied productions.

Over the February half term, the 
Geography Department arranged a 
visit to Italy, combining the historical 
site of Pompeii with Vesuvius and 
the volcanology of the region. My 
sincere thanks to Ms McKinstry for 
leading the trip and to everyone else 
involved.

When we return after the Easter 
holidays, there will be only four 
weeks before the start of the public 
exams. There is no doubt that in 
recent years both GCSE and A 
Level exams have become much 
harder and more demanding. For 
many months now, both pupils 
and teachers have been working 
extremely diligently for these 
exams, not just during lessons but 
also on Saturdays and during school 
holidays. The vast majority of pupils 
are working incredibly hard and 
they will soon reap the rewards of 
their labours.

I encourage all Year 11 pupils and 
Sixth Formers to focus solely on 
their exams for the next few weeks, 
and I wish them every success and 
the results they deserve. Good luck!

Tim Clark, 
Principal
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Gifted & Talented 
Masterclass
So far, we have had two Gifted & 
Talented (G&T) masterclasses this 
academic year; the Year 9 & Year 10 
event took place on 10 December, 
and the Year 7 & Year 8 event took 
place on 2 March. Pupils involved 
were selected by staff from each 
subject for either performing well 
in a traditionally academic (gifted) 
or creative (talented) subject. They 
took part in a variety of subject 
based workshops aimed to develop, 
challenge and inspire, ranging from 
making bakewell tarts, to completing 
the arts award, to having a creative 
writer lead a writing session.

Pupils really enjoyed the sessions and 
are looking forward to the next round 
of masterclasses in June. 

Mr Legge, Teacher of Physical 
Education (PE)/Talented Coordinator

 

The masterclasses were throughly enjoyable with 
topics you wouldn’t normally learn in class. It was a 
really good challenge working with G&T pupils.

Kevin Rzazada, Year 9

Gifted & Talented Trip to LSE
On 1 March, a group of Year 7 pupils visited The London School of Economics 
(LSE) to find out about different options available to them once they leave school. 
They participated in a range of activities to find out more about university life 
with the help of LSE student ambassadors. A tour of the campus and quiz about 
what they had learnt during the day was followed by a ‘graduation ceremony’, in 
which pupils dressed up in a graduation outfit and received a certificate. 

Ms Hunt, Teacher of Modern Foreign Languages (MFL)/Gifted Coordinator

High Attainers
High Attainers are pupils in the top 
10% academically in their year group, 
determined by their CATS scores. 

The high attainers group have recently 
started an exciting new project 
within the Academy, they are project 
managing the transformation of the 
outside landscape of the Academy, 
working with Edible Landscapes. 
Pupils meet weekly and are working 
in three teams: internal/external 
communications, research and 
development. They are planning the 
Skinners’ gardening project, with lots 
of initiatives to come.

Mr Legge, Teacher of Physical 
Education (PE)/Talented Coordinator

 

I think that the LSE trip 
was a great experience. 
We completed lots 
of activities and even 
graduated! Other pupils 
should definitely go.

Josef Pyecroft, Year 7

 

My music masterclass was great! It was a one-time 
experience to try different instruments that I hadn’t 
tried in lesson.

Ogulcan Kutlu, Year 7
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Academy Production
Music, Dancing, 
Fairies and... a 
Donkey?!
Our highly anticipated third Academy 
production was a musical adaptation 
of Shakespeare’s ‘A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream’. The show ran from 
8 - 10 February with a talented group 
of pupils ranging from Year 7 - 13 who 
formed our cast, tech crew and on 
stage band.

On a Midsummer’s night, four 
young lovers, from a far off land of 
Steam Punk wonder, find themselves 
wrapped in the dream-like arms of an 
enchanted forest where sprites lurk 
and fairies rule. 

While a feuding Fairy King and 
Queen are at war, their paths are 
crossed by Bottom, Quince and their 
friends presenting a play within a play. 

Chief mischief-maker Puck is on-hand 
to ensure that the course of true love 
is anything but smooth, and games of 
fantasy, love and dreams ensue.

 

“BEST PLAY EVER!! 

Being a part of this 
poduction was such a 
great experience that 
helped me to make new 
friends in school.

Hakeen Doherty, Year 9 
(Theseus)

 

I played Puck in this 
year’s production. He 
was quite a difficult 
character to portray. 

I was drawn to play him 
because of his weird, 
mischievous and funny 
personality.

I love Shakespeare’s 
plays so being able to 
bring one of them to life 
is a dream come true.

Briana Williams, Year 10 (Puck)
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Being a part of the show 
was great fun and an eye 
opening experience. 

It took us alot of time to 
get ready to perform but 
it was all been worth it 
in the end.

Rudi Disney, Year 7                            
(Flute)

 

This production was one of the best I’ve seen, even 
better than West End productions. It was funny, 
coherent, modern and engaging. I brought my own 
children to watch and they were absorbed by the 
story, music and choreography. A truly lovely evening, 
I would have been there every night if I could.

Ms Syme, Head of Sixth Form/Geography Teacher

 

As the Student Director 
for this year’s show I 
helped to keep the cast 
focused and was even 
been able to direct some 
of my own scenes. It has 
given me the best insight 
into all the steps it takes 
to put on a show.

Sirin Gultekin, Year 13                   
(Student Director)
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I have always played 
the role of the comedian 
in previous Academy 
productions and that 
was no different this 
year. I’m played Bottom 
(the donkey), it was a 
really fun experience.

Emily Blagrove, Year 9 (Bottom)

 

This was the first 
time I have watched 
a Skinners’ Academy 
performance – It was 
absolutely brilliant. Well 
done everyone!

Mr Pedlingham, Vice Principal-
Chief Financial Officer

 

“It took a lot to act in a production that is not set in 
the 21st century, especially when it is showcasing the 
work of Shakespeare.

I’m glad it all finally came together and I hope 
everyone who came to watch enjoyed the show!

Brando Williams, Year 13 (King Oberon)

 

This was my first role in 
a Academy production, 
it was amazing. I would 
love to take part in next 
year’s show!

Saskia Gacek Simmons, Year 7 
(Hermia)
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Drama

Barbican Box Project
Year 10 Drama pupils are taking part in the Barbican Box project this year; it is 
the seventh year Skinners’ Academy has taken part in the project. 40 schools 
across London receive the same box (curated by Toneelgroep Amsterdam) filled 
with an assortment of objects. Pupils must find inspiration from these objects and 
the practices of Toneelgroep Amsterdam to devise an original piece of theatre. The 
schools then gather for a showcase where they perform their piece on the Barbican 
stage.

The box was opened in January and since then, the Year 10 pupils have come up 
with a piece of theatre that ties Macbeth into modern day society.

Ms Quince, Head of Drama

Old Vic New Voices
The drama department have been 
successful in taking part in Old Vic 
New Voices (OVNV) for the third 
year running! The programme is a 
renowned, high quality project for 
young people offered to only 40 
specially selected schools. Pupils are 
able to experience exciting, innovative 
theatre and have the opportunity 
to work with professionals from the 
industry.

The OVNV group at Skinners’ 
consists of 27 pupils from Year 9 to 
Year 13 who applied to take part and 
have a unique experience. This year 
we have been fortunate enough to 
participate in pre-show workshops 
delivered by experienced drama 
practitioners and have seen three very 
different plays so far:

• King Lear, Shakespeare’s brutal 
masterpiece, is arguably the 
greatest tragedy ever written. 
Leading an outstanding company, 
Glenda Jackson returns to the 
stage to play King Lear, a quarter 
of a century after she gave up 
acting for politics.

• ART, directed by Matthew 
Warchus who reunites the original 
creative team to revive this award-
winning play about friendship, 
prejudice and tolerance.

• Rosencrantz and Guildenstern 
are Dead, against the backdrop 
of Shakespeare’s Hamlet, Tom 
Stoppard’s brilliantly funny, 
existential labyrinth sees us 
witness the ultimate identity crisis 
starring Daniel Radcliffe and 
Joshua McGuire.

Ms Quince, Head of Drama

 

The Barbican Box Project has allowed us to 
experience performing on a stage outside of the 
Academy and work with a professional director which 
was amazing!

Tushig Baygal, Year 10

Upcoming Drama Trips
The Drama department are constantly taking pupils to see new and exciting 
shows. Upcoming trips include:

• Obsession. Jude Law plays the magnetically handsome, down-at-heel Gino 
in a new stage adaptation of Visconti’s penetrating social drama directed by 
Ivo van Hove.

• A Midsummer Night’s Dream. Director Joe Hill-Gibbins teams up with 
designer Johannes Schütz to dive into the subconscious of Shakespeare’s 
unparalleled tale of love and betrayal.

• The Missing Light. An enchanting family puppetry show about hopes, 
dreams and true friendship created by Mark Arends.

Ms Clair, Drama Teaching Assistant
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Music

The London 
Sinfonietta
In January, a group of professional 
musicians from the London 
Sinfonietta performed in the 
Academy’s theatre to develop pupils’ 
understanding of contemporary 
classical music. They treated our 
pupils to various pieces of music 
including a piece called 4’33” by 
John Cage, which is four minutes and 
thirty-three seconds of silence!

On 1 February, the music department 
took 20 pupils to see a performance of 
‘In Seven Days’ by Tom Adès. The 
London Sinfonietta deconstructed 
Adès’ 2008 masterwork In Seven 
Days, shedding new light on the 
workings of one of the UK’s most 
inquisitive musical voices.

Ms Clare, Performing Arts Teaching 
Assistant

Barbican Box ‘Music’ Project
Skinners’ Academy has taken part in the Barbican Box Music Project for the third 
year in a row! The pupils were given a box containing materials and instruments 
pertaining to the theme of ‘Having a Voice’. Exploring this idea, they created their 
own original pieces of music, which they performed at the Barbican at the end of 
February.

The Year 10 Music pupils worked their socks off in this year’s project and 
BellaTrix, a female beatboxer and double bass player, was mentoring the young 
musicians. This was a great opportunity for pupils to express their thoughts on 
having a voice in today’s society and come up with a performance that they could 
be proud of.

Ms Adediran, Head of Music

 

It was inspirational 
to meet an artist like 
BellaTrix, her style is 
not something you see 
every day.

Ty Levine, Year 10

Birmingham Heads Conference
Year 7 pupils who are learning to play steel pans were selected to perform in 
Birmingham for an audience of Head Teachers. They displayed nerves of steel 
(pardon the pun) and really showcased the Academy’s amazing musical talent!

Ms Adediran, Head of Music

Come to our Spring 
Concert!
Skinners’ Academy’s annual Spring 
Concert is coming up. We are so proud 
of the hard work pupils have done this 
year in their instrumental lessons and 
this is the perfect opportunity for you 
to be able to see them for yourselves.

The concert to showcase their work is 
on Thursday 30 March at 6:30pm.

TICKETS ARE FREE!

Ms Clair, Drama Teaching Assistant
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Geography & History
Visiting Sorrento, Italy
In February, 23 pupils from Year 10 & Year 11 embarked on a visit to Sorrento, 
Italy for four days.

Sorrento is a town overlooking the Bay of Naples in Southern Italy. It is a popular 
tourist destination and can be reached easily from Naples and the ancient city 
of Pompeii, one of Europe’s most compelling archaeological sites. This unique, 
enriching experience was extremely rewarding and motivating for our geography 
and history GCSE pupils.

Ms McKinstry, Head of Geography
Day One

We set off very early in the morning 
to catch our flight to Naples, 
everyone was very excited when we 
arrived safely into the warm Italian 
sunshine. 

Our coach driver picked us up and 
we drove along the scenic route 
into Sorrento where our hotel was 
located. The hotel staff warmly 
greeted us and after we checked 
in, we promptly found our way to 
a pizzeria to have a famous Napoli 
margarita pizza. 

Once we finished lunch, we jumped 
on a coach that took us along the 
very steep and windy road towards 
the coastal town of Amalfi where we 
saw the magnificent landscape. 

Once we returned to the hotel, 
tired and hungry, we tucked into a 
delicious meal of authentic Italian 
pasta and breads before saying good 
night.

Day Two
The alarm was set early for breakfast as we had a full day planned starting at the ancient city of Pompeii followed by a climb 
up the infamous volcano, Mount Vesuvius.

Our coach and guide arrived to pick us up and take us on a tour of the ancient City of Pompeii where we walked through 
history. The amphitheatre; that archaeologists believe is the oldest known to us, still has a perfect structure showing the 
dungeons and the seating arrangements. The ancient streets still have the original cobblestones and Roman pedestrian 
crossings to slow the horse-and-carriages, and the main square still has the relics of the ancient Gods of Mars and Venus, 
which the Romans worshipped under the looming threat of the volcano.

In the afternoon, the group then trekked up the volcano, right to the top of the one-kilometre-wide crater, to look inside and 
walk around. It was amazing to see the gases escaping and the machines on top of the volcano monitoring it to help predict 
the next eruption.

Once we got back to our hotel, the group went for a walk to the beach and the harbour before dinner where we managed to 
try out some of Italy’s finest ice cream.
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Day Three
Another early morning with a day full of activities. We set off for the ancient 
city of Herculaneum where we saw the effects of the 79AD eruption on 
the coastal town. Again, all its paintings, statues and gardens have been 
immaculately preserved to show what life was like so many years ago.

In the afternoon, we visited the super volcano at Campei Flegrei National Park. 
It is a 15km caldera on top of an active volcano and it was amazing to see the 
numerous volcanic features within it. 

On return to our hotel, we had had our final evening meal and watched an 
Italian premiership football match before our final night’s sleep.

Day Four
The brightest and sunniest day of 
all but unfortunately it was time 
to head home. Fortunately, our 
bus driver was able to take us to a 
viewpoint to capture the beauty 
and enormity of Mount Vesuvius 
without any clouds around it.

Once we arrived at the airport, we 
were able to do some final shopping 
before our flight to London.

The whole trip was thoroughly 
inspiring; great food, great sights 
and excellent company; we are 
already looking forward to next 
year’s trip!

 

Visiting Sorrento was 
a experience that I will 
never forget. It showed 
me the beautiful sites 
that this world has to                         
offer us. This trip helped                   
teach me parts of 
geography in a way that 
the classroom could 
never achieve and that is 
why I am so grateful for 
the opportunity.

Keziah Malungu, Year 11
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Enterprise

Regionals, Here We Come!
On 7 March we received the long awaited news that Skinners’ Academy had 
made it to the London Regional Finals of the Mosaic Enterprise Challenge for the 
third year in a row!

This year’s challenge began on 12 January with 30 pupils from Year 9 & Year 
10 choosing to take part, resulting in six teams from Skinners’ Academy being 
entered into the first stage of the challenge. For six weeks the teams met every 
Thursday after school, with their mentors, to learn about what makes an ethical 
business, complete an ethical business case study and try to earn the most amount 
of money on the business simulation game, selling items such as a laptop, a tyre 
and a diamond ring. 

Brooke Greville, who has been our lead mentor for the challenge for five years, 
couldn’t attend this year’s sessions, however he still offered an incentive of £300 
to encourage the pupils to make the highest NET profit, and his colleague Zoe 
Fiddes who joined us last year, took over the role of lead mentor.

After a nail-biting last week of the competition, the winning team were finally 
announced as LSATeam4 with a final NET profit of £6,617,308. The team was 
composed of Year 10 pupils; Salise Buldu, Sezen Gungor, Yaw Opoku, Ionut 
Tiplea and Briana Williams.

Not only did LSATeam4 win the £300 prize money but they also competed at the 
Regional Finals which were held on 24 March at EY LLP, Canary Wharf.

The newly named team ‘YouTe@ch’ were asked to come up with a social 
enterprise business idea which they had to present in a three minute pitch to a 
Dragons Den style panel of judges. They were pit against four other London 
based secondary schools. The team performed really well and their efforts were 
rewarded when they were given first place! They will now complete at the 
National Finals on 17May. 

Thank you to our mentors Zoe Fiddes, Brooke Greville, Jeegar Kakkad and 
Lookman Rawat for all the support they have given our pupils throughout the 
competition and well done to team YouTe@ch!

Ms Dalia, Communications/Enterprise Coordinator (Extra-Curricular) 

 

I really enjoyed taking 
part in the competition, 
it taught me the things a 
business needs in order 
to make progress.

The mentors helped us 
to think a lot about how 
business skills can help 
us in our everyday lives.

Salise Buldu, Year 10

Want to know how team YouTe@ch 
perform at the National Finals? Or 

what their business idea is?

Pick up our Summer Newsletter 
or head to the Skinners’ Academy 

website.

www.skinnersacademy.org.uk
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Life On The Moon
Skinners’ Academy have joined forces with ‘Enabling Enterprise (EE)’ for the 
third year now to support our pupils to build their enterprise skills and aspirations.

This year, there is a particular focus on embedding the teaching and learning 
of enterprise skills with our Year 7 pupils, to support with their transition into 
secondary education, and introduce them to the Academy’s 10 enterprise skills. 
As part of the EE programme, Year 7 will take part in two Challenge Days this 
year, as well as various Lesson-Time Projects running across the all subjects.

The first challenge day took place on 4 January and saw pupils work in teams 
through a carousel of activities as part of the Moonbase challenge, to set up a new 
society on a distant planet. With a strong focus on reflecting on their strengths 
and learning about different careers linked to each skill, the pupils took on the role 
of managers, designers, architects, builders and advertising executives at various 
stages throughout. One of the aims for the day was for the pupils to run their very 
own ‘Intergalactic Trade Fair’ in each classroom, with each team presenting their 
work from the day to their peers.

The Year 7s were pushed out of their comfort zone and had to learn to come 
together in teams with other pupils they might not often work with. Pupils also 
had the opportunity to learn more about the different skills of their team members 
and explore strategies as to how they could best support each other to achieve 
their shared goal.

The day culminated with fantastic outcomes, with some ambitious city models 
and persuasive pitches. Many pupils highlighted that the creative building 
component was their favourite part of the day.

Mr Devlin, Head of Art & Design/Enterprise Coordinator (Academic)

 

I’ve really enjoyed working in a group with people I 
wouldn’t normally work with, it’s been good to bring 
our ideas together.

Anonymous, Year 7

 

It’s been really great to do something really creative 
with the pupils and to see a different side of them.

Anonymous, Year 7 Advisor
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Careers at Skinners’ Academy

#BeBoldForChange: Inspiring Women with 
Young Hackney
Inspired by the “Be Bold for Change” message which the United Nations (UN) 
is promoting in terms of turning the tide on gender inequality, on International 
Women’s Day (Wednesday 8 March), Young Hackney organised an Inspiring 
Women event for girls from Hackney secondary schools. 

Across the globe women face an uphill struggle for gender equality, whether 
it’s in regard to pay, education, access to healthcare or safety. In Britain today 
only 29 per cent of parliamentarians are women, and out of all of the FTSE 100 
companies, only seven are led by women.

That is why Hackney Council brought together over 65 schoolgirls from across 
the borough to meet with 27 inspiring and successful women, who all volunteered 
their time to support this event, to galvanise, empower and inspire the younger 
women, and show them that they can be at the forefront of changing this dynamic. 

Nine Year 10 girls from Skinners’ Academy participated in the day and were 
fortunate to hear messages such as “You have the potential to be even more than 
us, so please go there.” These were the words of Luke Lucas, Spacecraft Engineer 
- and the only woman in her department - at the European Space Agency, who 
was speaking on a panel at the event.

Five panellists spoke altogether including Luke, they were; Deputy Mayor of 
Hackney Anntoinette Bramble; A&E doctor Ronke Ikharia (Dr Ronx); DJ Anne 
Frankenstein; and Entrepreneur Nefateri Asantewa. The women got the audience 
thinking - and laughing - with presentations on their lives and work.

In addition to the panel discussion, our pupils were able to speak to all of the 
women in small discussion groups. The speakers gave valuable insights into 
their chosen career paths, talking about their real life experiences, successes and 
failures, which all helped them grow and achieve.

It was an excellent event and we are very grateful to Young Hackney for inviting 
us to participate. 

To find out more and to see photos from the event, visit www.skinnersacademy.
org.uk 

Mrs Visram, Careers Development Coordinator

 

The event was good, I 
learned about some new 
jobs which I had no idea 
about before and I took 
away information about 
different things I should 
and should not do in my 
job application forms

Anonymous, Year 10 Pupil

 

The event gave me an 
idea of what I should do 
after I leave school. As a 
result of the discussion, 
I realised the benefit of 
starting to think about 
what you’re interested in 
at a young age.

Anonymous, Year 10 Pupil
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National Careers Week 2017 at Skinners’ 
Academy
On the week commencing 13 March, Skinners’ Academy delivered a range of 
careers activities to pupils in Year 8 to Year 13 inspired by National Careers Week 
2017 (which took place nationally from Monday 6 March – Friday 10 March)

National Careers Week (NCW) is a celebration of careers guidance and free 
resources in education across the UK. The aim is to provide a focus for careers 
guidance activity at an important stage in the academic calendar to help support 
young people leaving education. 

At Skinners’ Academy, we pride ourselves in innovative, quality careers education 
information advice and guidance throughout the year, but National Careers Week 
gives us a great platform, helpful resources and a collaborative approach to deliver 
a vast range of activities designed to motivate and inspire our pupils.

In 2017, our events reached 350+ pupils and included: 
• “Classroom to career” sessions – In these sessions, professionals in a range of 

industries spoke to pupils to highlight how interest in a certain subject could 
lead to a career like theirs. e.g. A software developer speaking to computing 
pupils and a partner in a law firm speaking to languages pupils.

• Your job in their hands: Meet the decision makers – This panel discussion 
featured HR and administration professionals – as well as managers in their 
organisations – all of whom play a key role in making hiring decisions. They 
provided unique insights about how they make the decisions they do.

Over the course of the week we welcomed guests from organisations including the 
Bank of England, the NHS, Capital One, the Cabinet Office, Axa Insurance, New 
Scientist, MTA Sitcom, Vodafone, A International Law Firm, Youth Employment 
UK and more… and are grateful to them for creating time in their busy schedules 
to inspire and inform our pupils about their own experiences and what they do.

Since our National Careers Week activities, I have had pupils stopping me in 
the corridors and wanting to discuss work experience, their dreams and ideas… 
and also wanting me to pass on their appreciation to our varying guests for their 
inspirational and informative input throughout the week. Sharing knowledge and 
encouraging pupils to take inspired action towards their future is the motivation 
for creating these events, and I’m so pleased that the activities connected with the 
students.

Thanks to everyone who participated in the week and to the senior management 
team at Skinners’ for wholeheartedly supporting quality careers initiatives for our 
pupils.

Mrs Visram, Careers Development Coordinator 

 

I really enjoyed to 
hearing from someone 
so experienced (Maryam 
Umar from Capital One) 
in my computing lesson. 
This whole session 
helped me gain an 
understanding on how I 
can make the best of my 
future. 

Caroline Rocha, Year 9

To find out more about what our students learned during careers week and 
to see a gallery of photos, go to the ‘news’ section on...

www.skinnersacademy.org.uk
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Sixth Form

Employability Skills Day
This term our sixth form students participated in a Pathways Employability 
Skills Day, which was comprised of five workshops with a focus on improving the 
students’ future employability prospects and their confidence.

In each workshops there was one ambassador working with five students to 
explore their aspirations and knowledge about different companies. In total, we 
had 20 ambassadors from 15 different companies that rotated around the groups of 
students, which allowed students to engage with all of the ambassadors.

Over lunch, students had the chance to network with the ambassadors where they 
could learn about the various school leaver and work experience programmes

The workshops covered:
• How to identify and be confident talking about your strengths
• Making a positive first impression
• ‘Fake it until you make it’ concepts and our how body language can increase 

our confidence
• What does a great CV look like, what to include / not include and how to 

structure each section
• How to start building a professional network on different types platforms and 

put this into practice with the ambassadors over refreshments
• Competence and strengths based questions and how to use the STAR 

technique to structure your answers, and an introduction to what 
psychometric tests are and why they are used.

Ms Syme, Head of Sixth Form/Geography Teacher

London’s 10K Winter Run
On 5 February a small group of sixth form pupils and handful of dedicated Academy staff members, conquered London’s 10K 
Winter Run. 

The Academy running group prepared for their run by taking part in weekly training sessions from November 2016 right 
up until the race day. These training sessions helped the group to build their endurance and resulted in every single member 
achieving their personal best time when they crossed the finishing line. 

Not only did our runners successful complete the run along with over 2000 members of the public, but the Academy running 
group also managed to raise over £500 for both UNICEF and Cancer Research UK.

Ms Hua, Teacher of Sociology/Psychology

The deadline for applications to                                                                        
enter our aspirational sixth form 

has now passed.

Late applications however may still 
be considered, please contact the 

sixth form directly via...

post16@skinnersacademy.org.uk
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Diverse Leaders Network
The Diverse Leaders Network is a six-week leadership programme which sees 
external visitors that have themselves experienced business ups and downs, as well 
as life successes and failures, create scenarios for our exceptional sixth formers to 
tackle. 

The scenarios provide our sixth form students with an insight into the various 
challenges that leadership can bring. In particular, this will support our sixth form 
prefects to fulfil their duties effectively. 

Ms Syme, Head of Sixth Form/Geography Teacher

Our Supportive Sixth 
Form
Year 12 students have been delivering 
mentoring sessions to our Year 7 pupils 
throughout this term. Mentoring 
meetings are held regularly and 
provide our younger pupils with 
advice, support, consistency and 
feedback. 

Likewise, our sixth form paired 
readers have devoted themselves 
three times a week, to assist struggling 
readers in the lower school. 

Thank you to both our mentors and 
paired reading group for strengthening 
our school community.

Ms Syme, Head of Sixth Form/
Geography Teacher

Art & Design
Tracy’s Commissioned Portraits
Tracy Tran, Year13, has started making money from her talents in art by creating 
commissioned portraits of people. 

Since December, Tracy has completed four commissioned drawings and the 
money generated is being put towards her university fund. Tracy is planning on 
studying pshycology at university, however she also intends on continuing with 
commissioned portraits to see where they can lead her.

Tracy’s work will be entered
into various national portrait
competitions and we are
excited to see how well
she does.

Mr Devlin,
Head of Art & Design

Tracy’s artwork here is of 
our very own Mr Ojo.

Cynyee is going to 
Art College!
Some of our sixth form students are 
currently going through the interview 
process in order to enrol at a top 
London art college. We look forward 
to seeing their art careers thrive.

One student in particular we would 
like to highlight is Cynyee Wong, 
Year 13. The image shown above 
is of her wooden cube sculpture 
which is almost ready to brave our 
unpredictable weather conditions and 
be placed on the outdoor sculpture 
roof as our second art installment. 

Cynyee has recently been short listed 
for a place at the Royal Drawing 
School and we look forward to 
hopefully sharing good news on her 
outcome in the Academy’s Summer 
Newsletter.

Mr Devlin, Head of Art & Design
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Science
Scientists Already!
British Science Week is a celebration of learning in science and once again drew 
in young scientists from across the Academy to take part in our annual Science 
Fair on 16 March. Science is all about exploring, researching and investigating; 
the Fair gives pupils an opportunity to think through their own ideas and share 
them with the school community, a celebration of learning in Science. Having 
prepared their ideas and experiments, Thursday evening’s fair provided the 
occasion to put them to the test.

The fair began with pupils, parents and teachers walking round the exhibits and 
discussing work with entrants before each group were given a chance to present 
their work to the audience and a panel of judges. 

Skinners’ has some excellent young scientists and this year’s fair added to their 
knowledge, creativity and skill by allowing them to communicate their ideas to an 
audience with clarity and confidence. Congratulations to all those who joined in 
the Science Fair! If you missed out this time, there will be another Fair this time 
next year, so start thinking!

Mr Marson, Teacher of Science

This year’s exhibits fell into three key categories, read on to find out more…

…From Stars to 
Kitchens
Rimshah Akhtar and Kiera Ellis 
from Year 7 gave an excellent 
summary of their research into 
planets in our solar system, whilst 
Josef Pyecroft, Rudi Disney and 
Yaseer Mohamed, also from Year 7, 
presented their chemistry project 
which illustrated the range of pHs 
found in household supplies.

Year 9’s Abubeker Hashim, 
Mateusz Oleksinski, Santiago 
Gonzalez and Zack Fowler shared 
their research into black holes; 
remnants of stars which have 
exploded in a supernovae, not even 
light can escape their pull! 

Discovering the universe seemed to 
be a theme this year with a research 
project on Exoplanets from Alan 
Litvinas, Joshua Stevens (both Year 
10) and Joshua Gardner (Year 11), 
who investigated Keplar-186f in 
particular, which is believed to be in 
the habitable zone of its star. Their 
detailed explanation of how it had 
been discovered was confidently 
shared with the appreciative 
audience
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…Year 8 focus on Personal Transport and 
Rockets
Science asks questions and tries out ideas in order to find answers: Aquadass 
Abdulqadir, Faizal Abdulhamid-Adambai and Suhayb Abdulahi investigated 
the future of personal transport. First ruling out helium hover boards, they 
turned to magnets before deciding rotary propellers, the kind you would find on 
drones, would be the most feasible.

The other contribution from the year group saw Chin Ho Chung, Marcel 
Latwinski and Ruhat Yildiz with help from Darren Boakye-Kwateng, Year 7, 
conduct an investigation into the optimum percentage of water to have in a 
water rocket for maximum fly time. 

…Sixth Form 
Pupils showcase  
A-level science at 
Skinners’ Academy
Michael Morris demonstrated 
the effect of catalysts in chemical 
reactions and Kelell Davison-
Thomas showed interactions 
between electricity and magnetism 
allowing pupils to bend the path of 
electrons using our Maltese Cross 
apparatus.
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English

Author Visit - Bali Rai
This term we were delighted to welcome author Bali Rai to the Academy to 
deliver an inspiring assembly to all Year 8 pupils on how important it is to study for 
future development, and the role of the Library/LRC, and reading for pleasure to 
further support studying techniques.

Bal Rai’s speech included entertaining anecdotes from his childhood, as he spoke 
passionately of how he became a writer. 

He concluded his visit by hosting a workshop on Creative Writing in the LRC, 
which was enjoyed by our Year 10 Gifted & Talented pupils. He focused on how 
a dramatic event can be the trigger for quality writing. The pupils then tried 
their hand at creative writing and were given some constructive feedback by Rai 
himself.

Ms Betsayda-Petrie, KS3 Coordinator for English & Ms Lutterodt, Librarian

 

Bali Rai talked about 
how reading can change 
your life and mentioned 
influential people like 
Nelson Mandela and 
how much they enjoyed 
reading. It was great to 
talk to him face-to-face 
and get my book signed!

Olivier Kwasnik, Year 8

 

I found Bali Rai’s 
workshop interesting 
and learnt that you 
should always start a 
story with a BANG (a 
glimpse of a problem). If 
you find the stories you 
write interesting, then 
many others will.

Briana Williams, Year 10

Barrie the Punctuation Man!
On 3 February, Year 8 and Year 10 pupils attended ‘The Punctuation Show’ (Year 8) and ‘The GCSE Revision Show’ (Year 
10). Barrie McDermid (a.k.a. ‘Punctuation Man’) stormed in with punctuation songs, resources and jokes to the delight of the 
masses!

The pupils enjoyed the various ways he tried to embed punctuation and GCSE skills. The ‘edutainment’ factor was definitely 
high, infectious and creative! 

For more information, please go the website http://www.podcastrevision.co.uk/

Ms Betsayda-Petrie, KS3 Coordinator for English
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Mathematics

Team Maths Challenge
The UKMT Team Maths Challenge (TMC) is a competition that gives pupils 
the opportunity to tackle a variety of engaging mathematical activities while 
developing teamwork and communication skills. 

This year’s challenge was held on 7 March at the City of London School. 
Four pupils were selected to represent the Academy against excellent young 
mathematicians from 30 other schools; they were Huzaifah Mapara & Abged 
Siddig in Year 9, and Marcel Latwinski & Evinda Cagin in Year 8.

Ms Dalkir, Teacher of Mathematics

UKMT Intermediate Maths Challenge
On 2 February, pupils from Year 9, 10 & 11 took part in the annual UKMT 
Intermediate Maths Challenge. The UKMT organises national mathematics 
competitions and other mathematical enrichment activities for 11-18 year old UK 
school pupils. 

The Intermediate Challenge is aimed at pupils in Year 11 or below in England and 
Wales, and involves pupils answering 25 multiple choice questions in one hour. 
The top 40% of pupils nationally receive a gold, silver or bronze certificate in the 
ratio 1:2:3 and each institution receives a Best in School certificate.

This year’s best in school certificate was awarded to Rose Pepperday, Year 11.

Ms Dalkir, Teacher of Mathematics

UKMT Intermediate Maths 
Challenge

Congratulations to the 
following pupils whose 

achievements were 
recognised.

G
ol

d Year 11

Rose Pepperday

S
ilv

er

Year 11

Shafiqa Raufi

Year 10

Michael Layhe

Year 9

Ahmet  Aydemir

Raekwon Francis-Wood
B

ro
nz

e
Year 11

Khadija Abumaye

Umaimah Ashif 

Alex Brown Llabres

Lucy Luong

Rushawn Powell

Selen Sucu

Year 10

Pedro Beda

Samuel Boyer

Jagdish Choongh-Campbel

Dontai Edwards

Filip Kurzynski

Ionut Tiplea

Year 9

Nisa Ansari

Deniz Bras Aydin

Zubair Jauffurally

Huzaifah Mapara

Shuley Miah

Faheem Mohammed
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Computing

GCSE Computer Science
In GCSE computer science, pupils study topics that aim to stretch their problem 
solving and project management skills.

This term Year 9 pupils have been learning about algorithms and the use of 
flowcharts to help them understand the process of programming using Python. 
Pupils have been using Flowol technology to write a set of instructions for virtual 
simulations to show how they would operate in a real world.

Year 10 computer scientists are in the process of exploring the demands of taking 
on a programming project for a specific user. This will help our pupils to manage 
the process of planning, designing and creating programming based solutions in 
preparation for Year 11.

Ms Rao, Head of Computing & ICT

 

Computer Science is 
really useful because it 
helps me understand 
about technologies used 
in my everyday life.

Mohammed Abubakar, Year 9

 

Computer Science is fun 
and challenging! I will 
be going to a software 
company for my work 
experience this year, 
the project management 
skills I am learning in 
class will help me to 
understand how these 
skills are applied in a 
real job.

Zubaid Amadxarif, Year 10

Google Expedition 
Pioneers – Skinners’ 
Explores through 
Virtual Reality!
Pupils in Years 7 to Year 10 utilised 
immersive technology to understand 
how virtual reality is used to explore 
various aspects of life around the 
world.

This opportunity was made possible 
to us through the ‘Google Expedition 
Pioneers Programme’ 

Pupils developed the skills needed 
to use Google’s virtual reality 
equipment to immerse themselves 
into expeditions by viewing a variety 
of 360o photospheres and 3D images 
linked to topics they have studied in 
geography, history and science.

 

A fantastic enterprising opportunity for the Academy 
to work with Google again!  It was amazing to see 
pupils experiencing immersive virtual technology to 
exploring lands around the world from the comfort of 
their classroom.

Ms Rao, Head of Computing & ICT
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Computer Science G&T Masterclass does…
Technology in the Future
This March, Year 8 Computer Science Gifted & Talented pupils had the 
opportunity to take part in a Masterclass designed to get them thinking about how 
computer science is shaping the development and use of technology in various 
sectors, such as construction and medicine around the world.  Pupils considered 
the development and use of in-house self-surgery pods as the way forward to 
elevate some of the pressure off the NHS.  

It is important for our generation of pupils to think about the types of technology 
they might be using in the future in their everyday life, as well as those that they 
would like to see invented or perhaps invent themselves.  

The study of computer science is ever evolving, with the increased level of 
interest in the development of artificial intelligence and quantum computing, 
which will lead to more powerful and intelligent computer processing.  The future 
generation of computer scientists could and should explore the invention of future 
technologies, once seen as fictional and bring these to life.

 

The rate at which 
technology changes is 
astonishing! 

I often tell my pupils 
to look at the types 
of technology used in 
science fiction movies 
and ask them if this is 
just fictional technology 
or could these be the 
future technologies yet 
to be developed?

Ms Rao, Head of Computing & 
ICT

Year 8 Computing 
Pupils explore 
computing 
fundamentals and 
Algorithms!
This term, Year 8 computing pupils 
have studied the fundamentals 
of computer systems, looking at 
how computer system components 
communicate with one another on 
various networks.

Pupils created a range of network 
topology models to demonstrate their 
understanding of different network 
connections, which they then shared 
with the rest of their class through a 
‘show and tell’ presentation, making 
excellent use of the Academy’s 
enterprising skills by showing 
enthusiasm, resilience and great 
communication. 

Year 8 pupils have also explored the 
use of instructions and how they are 
executed and stored by computers. 

As part of their study, pupils made use 
of their numeracy skills to understand 
different storage sizes, and perform 
calculations on binary and denary 
numbers.

Ms Rao, Head of Computing & ICT

 

In my computing lessons using numeracy skills 
has really improved my maths skills and I hope to 
continue using binary!

Princess Akosah, Year 8

 

This was an excellent opportunity for pupils to 
become engaged with the topic of networking. They 
created wonderful models and delivered in-depth 
presentations of the topologies that they created.

Mr Alexis, HOY10/Teacher of Computing & ICT
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Skinners’ computing 
staff visit BETT 2017
In January, Skinners’ computing 
staff visited BETT 2017 (the annual 
technology and education exhibition) 
at ExCeL London to explore the 
upcoming innovations in the uses of 
technology in teaching and learning. 

Staff had the opportunity to meet 
various company representatives such 
as BCS learning and Development 
Ltd and BrainPop UK.

This was an excellent opportunity 
for us to explore the ever changing 
world of technology, and how the 
latest innovations and products can 
help shape our teaching, to provide 
the best learning experiences for our 
pupils. As an Academy we feel that 
keeping abreast with the latest tools 
and technologies is very important in 
this digital age.

Ms Rao, Head of Computing & ICT

 

It was very interactive and engaging as we got to 
do something productive, i.e. advertising a product 
in a set amount of time. It really gave me an insight 
into what digital media is all about!  It has made me 
consider a serious future career in digital media.

Kyrese Stewart, Year 11

A-Level Computer 
Science Taster Day
The A-Level computer science taster 
session gave our Year 11 pupils the 
opportunity to explore a small part 
of the world of computing. Pupils 
looked at the concept of Internet 
censorship and utilised their debating 
skills to explore the pros and cons of 
censorship.

This taster session helped pupils 
demonstrate their online searching 
and evaluating skills, as well as making 
use of communication skills to help 
put their points across. Pupils learnt to 
appreciate that computer science is a 
passion, and can become a way of life 
in this fast moving digital world.

Ms Rao, Head of Computing & ICT

Level 3 Digital Media Taster Day
A selection of pupils in Year 11 had the opportunity to take part in the Level 3 
Digital Media taster day session, during which time they were set a challenge 
to come up with a digital advertising concept for a given product. As part of the 
challenge, they had eight minutes to convince staff or pupils to model their given 
product, which had to be recorded via a digital photograph or mini video clip.  

This taster day session was an excellent opportunity for the department to 
showcase a tiny aspect of the course and its demands. This was also a great 
opportunity for the pupils to build and demonstrate their teamwork skills, 
negotiation skills (definitely showcased how groups thrashed out the advertising 
ideas), enterprising skills (establishing the impact of songs and music tracks that 
help promote products) and the pupils participated great enthusiasm.

Ms Rao, Head of Computing & ICT

 

The taster lesson was inspiring and captivating as it 
gave me an insight into my future in computer science

Kevin Sterling, Year 11
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Design & Technology

Creative iMedia – Stretches digital creativity!
Creative iMedia pupils have the opportunity to study units that stretch their 
design skills for given clients, embedding the heart of enterprising skills into their 
studies. These units are helping pupils to understand the process of planning and 
designing digital media, in the form of an International Film Festival poster, and 
Interactive multimedia information kiosk for an outdoor activity centre. Creative 
iMedia is also enabling our pupils to develop their design skills, applications skills 
and literacy and numeracy skills. 

The units studied by our Year 9 and Year 11 pupils is enabling them to:
• Understand the various stages of a project.
• Identify and understand the importance of the client’s needs, which also helps 

them to draw upon the Academy’s enterprising skills.
• Develop literacy skills to communicate their proposals for their digital media.
• Explore and understand the need to produce planning and design 

documentation for digital media, whilst making SMSC considerations, 
thinking of how their designs will have a positive impact on different groups in 
society as well as cultural groups.

• Use planning and development tools to create a product to meet the needs of 
the client.

Ms Rao, Head of Computing & ICT

Food Preparation & 
Nutrition Taster Day
During our Sixth Form Taster Day, 
several Year 11 pupils had the fantastic 
opportunity to get a feel for the 
BTEC Food Preparation & Nutrition 
course. After a quick introduction to 
the course content, each pupil was 
able to put a variety of practical skills 
to use whilst making a very large 
and very delicious Cornish pasty. 
All pupils who took part agreed that 
the experience was positive and that 
they would consider the course as an 
option.

Ms Greco-Addo, Head of Design & 
Technology

 

During the textiles taster session I had to create a 
paper pattern for a garment that included a pleat. I 
thought this would be hard but I soon got the hang of 
it and really enjoyed making my own pattern. I find 
textiles very inspiring as you can be as creative as you 
want.

Zilan Arda, Year 11

Textiles Taster Day
Well done to all pupils who took part in the A Level Textiles taster session. Pupils 
successfully created paper patterns for their designs in less than 40 minutes. 

Ms Greco-Addo, Head of Design & Technology
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Modern Foreign Languages

French & Spanish BAKE OFF!
Language pupils in Year 10 & Year 12 participated in a particularly demanding, 
two-hour French & Spanish ‘Bake Off’ to follow either a French recipe (Crepes) 
or a Spanish recipe (Magdalenas).

Before the cooking took place, pupils had to translate the French and Spanish 
recipes into English in order to be able to follow the recipe. Their knowledge 
of grammar was tested to the limits, with understanding of all the culinary 
terminology in their target language. Pupils learnt a lot about the nature of 
international cuisine and the main ingredients used in some of the most famous 
dishes, which has helped them in the wider context of their GCSE & A-level 
course.

The judges of the competition were Mr Alexis, Mr Clark and Ms Shepard. It 
was a close tie, but the winners were: Buse & Azhar & Louisiana, Erin & Ramla 
for the French Bake Off, and Lamia Osman, Yaa Opoku & Vicky Hoang for the 
Spanish Bake Off. Prizes consisted of an Amazon £30 gift voucher and a box of 
chocolates. 

During lunch, pupils shared out their final dishes, trying a bit of everything and 
having a good time. The experience was unforgettable and pupils look forward to 
trying out the recipes independently! 

Ms Smith, Head of MFL & Mrs Hunt, Teacher of MFL/Gifted Coordinator)

The 400 Blows
On 1 March, two Year 9 French 
classes had the wonderful opportunity 
to see the French film ‘The 400 Blows’ 
with English subtitles at the Genesis 
Cinema in Mile End, East London. 
The pupils really enjoyed the film and 
the trip was deemed a massive success. 

The 400 Blows (French: Les Quatre 
Cents Coups), is a 1959 French drama 
film, is one of the defining films of 
the French New Wave - displaying 
many of the characteristic traits of the 
movement. The film is about Antoine 
Doinel, a misunderstood adolescent 
in Paris who is thought by his parents 
and teachers to be a troublemaker. 
Filmed on location in Paris and 
Honfleur, it is the first in five films. 

The 400 Blows received numerous 
awards and nominations, including 
at the Cannes Film Festival. The film 
is widely considered one of the best 
French films in the history of cinema.

Ms Ronay, Teacher of MFL

 

It was a such great 
experience to be able 
to explore a different 
culture through food. 
Getting to eat the food 
we made was the best!

Azhar Hanif, Year 10

 

I really enjoyed the film, I liked the drama of the story 
and the unexpected twists and turns of the plot.

Lauren Phillips, Year 9
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Geography
Changing Places
At the beginning of February, Year 8 
geography pupils explored our local 
surroundings in Woodberry Down, 
as part of their study into “changing 
places”.

As an Academy, we are set in the ideal 
location as the whole Woodberry 
Down area is in transition. Year 8                                   
pupils visited the old and new 
estate buildings, compared the 
differences and carried out social and 
environmental surveys. The fieldwork 
was very thought provoking and pupils 
now have a better understanding of 
what is happening in the local area.

Mr James, 
Humanities Teaching Assistant

Fair Trade Fortnight
Fair trade fortnight took place from 6-24 March, highlighting how fair trade helps 
farmers in low income countries, receive a fair wage. 

The geography G&T club raised £60 from the fair trade chocolate shop with lots 
of pupils taking part in the snack attack challenge to design fair trade packaging. 

Mr Lyons, Teacher of Geography & Ms McKinstry, Head of Geography
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Time to Talk with Love 2017
For a week in February, pupils and staff at Skinners’ Academy took part in 
Time to Change’s ‘Time to Talk’. Time to Change is a growing movement of 
people changing how we all think and act about mental health. The campaign 
is led by Mind and Rethink Mental Illness and funded by the Department of 
Health, Comic Relief and the Big Lottery Fund. Time to Talk Day 2017 brought 
thousands of people in schools and workplaces across the country together to have 
the chance to talk and listen about mental health. At Skinners’ Academy, we want 
this to be everyday not just once a year!

Too many young people with mental health problems are made to feel isolated and 
ashamed.

Time to Change found that 28% of young people with mental health problems 
said negative reactions from others had made them want to give up on life. 
Therefore, the way we act towards somebody could change his or her life. 

As National Time to Talk day (2 February) was closely followed by Valentine’s 
Day on 14 February, here at Skinners’ we took time to look at how we can talk 
and listen to those we love. In assemblies and advisory time, we thought about the 
important qualities of a healthy relationship and how they could help us have good 
conversations about mental health. We also considered how talking helps support 
and maintain good mental health and emotional wellbeing.

In assemblies, we shared the results of the mental health campaigns #thereforme 
and #Iamwhole, which lots of pupils and staff got involved with back in November 
last year. Pupils and staff had demonstrated their dedication to the importance 
of talking about mental health and stamping out stigma, by creating our own 
Skinners’ #thereforme photo gallery banner and #Iamwhole video.

There was a display in the foyer with loads of information about mental health and 
we asked pupils and staff to get involved again by adding a little more love to the 
#thereforme banner! We collected and decorated the banner with the names of 
people who pupils and staff feel they can talk with and feel listened to. 

One in ten young people experience mental health problems and many of those 
face stigma and discrimination as a result. Remember:
• We all have mental health, the same as we have physical health
• Our mental health is the way we think, feel and behave 
• Having a mental health problem is hard enough but sometimes the isolation 

and stigma can make it even worse
• You don’t need to be an expert to talk about mental health or try to ‘fix’ 

someone’s problems, just listen
• Talking about mental health doesn’t need to be difficult and can make a big 

difference

Ms Windebank, Student Support Officer/Therapist

For more information please see Ms Windebank in room S20 or Ms Carroll, 
Academy Nurse. Alternatively you can visit:
www.time-to-change.org.uk
www.youngminds.org.uk
www.mentalhealth.org.uk
www.ymca.org.uk/i-am-whole
www.thereforme.org
www.headstogether.org.uk

Student Services
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Physical 
Education 
(PE)

Boys Football - Our Season So Far
We are now approaching the final league games of the season for the boys’ football 
teams. This has included regular Saturday fixtures in the Hackney and Tower 
Hamlets Schools league, as well as a chance to play in the Inner London Cup, and 
the West Ham Tournament.

Year 7 have steadily improved throughout the season, playing for the first time on 
a bigger pitch, and gaining some excellent wins along the way. This included an 
excellent 3rd place finish in the West Ham tournament.

The Year 8 team have had a transitional season with players, and this has shown 
in our results, however they have a great attitude and willingness to learn and 
progress which bodes well for next season. 

Year 9 have built on last season, competing well in every game, and are still 
pushing to finish in the top three in the Hackney and Tower Hamlets League. 

As the season comes to a close, pupils are now looking forward to the end 
of season tour to Camber Sands, Sussex between 26 - 29 May. This will be 
the Academy’s first visit to Camber Sands (after two previous tours to Great 
Yarmouth) and promises to be an excellent tournament on some of the best pitches 
in the country. Pupils will spend two days playing in the tournament, as well as 
having the chance to go to the beach, bowling, and meet a footballing icon during 
the presentation ceremony on our final evening. 

Mr Legge, Teacher of PE/Talented Coordinator

Off Centre has been supporting the needs of young people in Hackney since 
1974. 

For more information about Off Centre or their services (including Project 
Indigo) please visit www.offcentre.org.uk or phone 0208 986 4016

LGBTQ History Month
In February, we marked LGBTQ History Month as a whole school community. 
In assemblies and PSHEE, we took time to celebrate achievements within the 
LGBTQ community and think about what more can be done to tackle prejudice 
and discrimination. We invited Susy Langsdale who is a Project Worker at Project 
Indigo, an LGBTQ Youth Group run by the local organisation Off Centre, to 
come and talk with pupils and staff. Susy shared with us some of the history of the 
LGBTQ community, particularly in Hackney, and led us in looking at how we 
can play a part in tackling prejudice and discrimination.

We were also joined by Hendrix Hammond, a Psychotherapist, who facilitated 
group sessions for pupils to have open discussions about LGBTQ awareness and 
consider how we challenge prejudice and discrimination. Pupils represented 
the views and wishes of their peers, looked at issues surrounding the LGBTQ 
community, challenges that may lie ahead and what, as an academy, we can do to 
better support them.

The LRC also had a book display celebrating LGBTQ History month including 
images of the different flags that make up the LGBTQ community. The display 
included newly purchased books by Juno Dawson and the recommended read 
“Queer: the ultimate LGBT Guide for Teens” by Kathy Belge and Marke 
Bieschke. The display was so popular; a pupil requested that at the end of the 
month he be given the image of the rainbow flag, which formed part of the display. 

Student Services Team
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You can find more information and keep 
up to date with news from the Academy 
all year round through our varying 
communication channels, including:
Our website:  
www.skinnersacademy.org.uk 

Twitter:  
@skinnersacademy; @skinners6thform

Facebook:  
www.facebook.com/skinnersacademyhackney

LinkedIn: 
Search Skinners’ Academy

Dates for your diary
Wednesday 26 April 
Year 8 Options Evening

Monday 15 May - Friday 19 May 
Year 10 Work Experience

Monday 15 May - Thursday 29 June 
Year 11 GCSE & Year 13 A-Level Exams

Monday 10 July 
Year 11 Prom

Thursday 13 July 
Summer Concert

Wednesday 19 July 
Sports Day

Friday 21 July 
Last day of Summer term

Parent’s Corner

Lower School Girls Football Team

Antonia Ivanova, Year 7

Angelica Gomez Amaya, Year 7

Sabrina Brightly, Year 7

Naturella M’Bokolo, Year 7

Rashida Dadu, Year 7

Faaizah Fatai-Dere, Year 7

Floriane Ungudi, Year 7

Rachel Asare, Year 8

Joyce Amisi, Year 8

Beritan Unek, Year 8

Schools Premier League Tournament
It has been a busy season for our Girls Football teams at Skinners’ Academy.

The Lower School Girls Football team have taken second place in the U13’s 
Premier League Tournament Plate Competition and even managed to squeeze in 
a quick picture with Gunnersaurus!

Our top player throughout the tournament was Naturella M’Bokolo, who took 
on the role of goalkeeper for the first few games and made some fantastic saves to 
keep us in the tournament. 

Once Naturella stepped out of the goal she went on to score a hattrick during 
one of the games along with a further two goals in the following two matches. 
Naturella carried a great attitude on the day had amazing energy both on and off 
the pitch.

In addition, Joyce Amisi and Rachel Asare were an absolute dream to work 
with and were instrumental in the tournament. They both maintained a positive 
attitude, which inspired their teammates.

Ms Lunn, Volunteer PE Assistant


