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What a term! Over the Easter 
holiday we ran our first Academy 
ski trip, which enabled forty pupils 
to experience the thrill of learning 
to ski in the Austrian Alps. In April, 
a team of Year 10 pupils won the 
Mosaic Enterprise Challenge, a 
high profile national enterprise 
competition, during which our team 
saw off competition from across 
the country. Most recently, Year 11 
undertook the Academy’s first set of 
GCSE examinations - sitting in the 
region of 1,400 exams between them. 
Exam time is demanding, but the 
vast majority of pupils have worked 
hard and shown a real determination 
to succeed; I wish them all the very 
best of luck for results day on 20 
August. As always, this phenomenal 
range of activities is only possible 
because of the staff, and I thank 
them all for their continued 
commitment and dedication.

In terms of facilities, our fantastic 

new sixth form centre should be 
completed by the end of this term, 
and the classroom extension at the 
western end of the building is on 
target for completion by the October 
half term. The building work caused 
very little disruption to the daily 
routine of the Academy, but in the 
last few weeks of term it sometimes 
felt like a building site. The final 
building project is the removal of 
the muddy mound at the back of the 
Academy. We should end up with a 
much larger, and flat, recreational 
area. Unfortunately, it means during 
the last weeks of term we had 
practically no outdoor space but the 
end result will be worth it.

I am sure that everyone in the 
Academy, pupils and staff, are ready 
for the long break, and I wish you all 
a very happy and relaxing summer.

Tim Clark 
Principal, Skinners’ Academy



Bridge the Gap

 
 
On 1 June, eight Year 9 pupils who 
are interested in studying either 
medicine or dentistry at university 
were given the opportunity to take 
part in a series of highly engaging and 
interactive workshops held at Queen 
Mary University. The workshops 
were arranged as part of Skinners’ 
Academy’s partnership with Bridge 
the Gap, a programme run by the 
School of Medicine and Dentistry that 
aims to encourage pupils to consider 
these areas as career options. 

Pupils rotated through a series of 
workshops ranging from learning 
how to measure blood pressure 
(and practicing by checking their 
partner’s blood pressure), learning 
how impressions are made of teeth for 
orthodontic work such as braces and 
learning how the heart and lungs work 
through handling real human hearts 
and lungs that have been donated to 
the university for medical research.

Throughout the programme pupils 
are mentored by current School of 
Medicine and Dentistry students, 
who make contact through either the 
summer workshops or with direct 
visits to the school.

Overall the workshops were enjoyable,  
informative and provided pupils the 
chance to see what life as a doctor or 
dentist would be like, thus helping 
them to make an informed choice 
about their future career. 

Gifted & Talented Masterclasses
On 9 June, all departments ran a masterclass for a selection of Year 7 & 8 pupils 
they had identified as being gifted in their subject area. All masterclasses were 
inspirational and motivating, providing a high level of challenging activities for 
pupils and enabling them to deepen their understanding of the subject. It was a 
fantastic effort by all departments!
Ms Hunt, Gifted Co-ordinator & Teacher of MFL

Year 7s have a whale of a time in Wales 
At the end of March, the entire Year 7 cohort went on an exciting residential trip to 
The Hampshire & Cass Foundation Mountain Centre in the Brecon Beacons, South 
Wales. This was a brilliant opportunity to experience some challenging outdoor 
activities and make some new friends. Everybody had an amazing time and cannot 
wait to return!

See extracts of an article about the trip by Isabella Carvajal Vargas (7A2) below:
A 7.30am start seemed so early but on the day of the trip the excitement took over 
and when I arrived at 7.15 many people were waiting to get onto the coach to 
Wales. 

The four hour coach journey went really fast and as soon as we arrived at the Cass 
Foundation Mountain Centre, the instructors told us where to get our equipment 
and we started our first activity…caving! We were given torches and began our 
journey into the cave. It was quite tiring for classmates who were tall and had to 
crouch, but I didn’t have to as I’m already quite small so I could just walk!

On day two of our exciting trip I was shocked when I found out we were climbing 
the highest mountain in South Wales – Pen y Fan. From the bottom of the 
mountain we could see there was snow at the top, which was exciting. We walked 
for a long time and as we got closer to the top it was harder to carry on as the 
mountain was so steep. At the top we sat down and ate our lunch and realised that 
a girl in our group (Donelia) had fallen asleep! On the way down the mountain we 
played with the snow and everybody was sliding down. Over dinner we laughed 
about everybody’s stories: one of my classmates (Summer) had fallen down and got 
her face covered in mud – even she was laughing!

On the last day we went to see some waterfalls. Our Wellington boots filled with 
water and people were falling in all over the place and laughing. When we got back 
to the centre we had time for a final birthday celebration with some cake, and then 
it was time to head back to London. It was certainly a journey to remember!

To remember our trip, we had the chance to enter a competition to create a 
memory of our trip to Wales. The standard of entry was so high that we had to give 
TWO first prizes. Congratulations to Magdalena Tutak, 7J2 who made a scrapbook 
of the trip – in Welsh and Nisa Ansari, 7A1, who created a sculpture of a waterfall.
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Skinners’ Academy Wins at Emirates
Skinners’ Academy has been recognised for a recent project with the Arsenal 
Double Club and was presented with an Education Innovation Award on 20 May 
2015.

Three pupils were nominated to represent the Academy and accept the award 
at an event at the Emirates Stadium, home of Arsenal Football Club. The pupils 
were presented with the award and received certificates from Arsenal’s first team 
goalkeeper, Emiliano Martinez in front of a crowd of over 60,000 on the pitch 
before the Premier League game against Sunderland. 

The Arsenal Double Club is an innovative education and football programme 
which offers a range of subjects, together with football coaching. It aims to 
fuse football and education to form a fun and enjoyable way for young people 
to engage with their academic studies and football at the same time. Skinners’ 
Academy joined forces with Arsenal Football Club as part of the Academy’s 
exciting Saturday extended provision called the “Impact Zone”. 

Pupils attended an exciting 24 week programme of sports coaching, leadership 
skills training, literacy and numeracy lessons. The Impact Zone is aimed at pupils 
who would benefit from additional academic support, as well as help developing 
their personal and social skills. 

Parents were encouraged to learn more about their child’s education and to 
develop positive partnership with the Academy through the “Family Learning 
Day” as part of the Impact Zone. Parents joined their child/ren in a range of 
activities including maths taster sessions, cooking, coaching and football training.

The Arsenal Double Club was a welcome addition to the Impact Zone 
programme and we look forward to working together in the future.  

Mr Dwaah, Head of Behaviour & Engagement

  
Whilst in Impact Zone I 
learned to socialise with 
the other pupils whom I 
may not have spoken to 
before in school.

Pezo Ndeke, Year 8

Paintballing
The end of year reward trip for the 
pupils who maintained the Impact 
Zone criteria of improving their 
attainment and behaviour took place 
on 30 May. 

Paintballing helps to teach teamwork 
along with skills in problem solving. 
Teams must work together, strategise 
and coordinate these skills to achieve 
good results. This is the reason why 
the Impact Zone programme chose 
to send the pupils to participate in 
paintballing to promote teamwork. 

A team must have a leader, making 
paintballing a good activity for 
learning about decision making 
and also how to be accountable 
for choices. This reflects the aims 
of the Impact Zone programme of 
promoting independence, leadership 
and teamwork skills. 

Mr Arthur, Head of Year 10 and 
Teacher of Religious Studies

  
I have really noticed a 
positive improvement 
in my son. He is 
focused determined 
and very aspirational.                             
Parent

Model United Nations (MUN)
This year’s Model United Nations conference at the Halcyon International School 
saw Skinners’ Academy compete with eight GCSE humanities pupils from Year 
9. The event was held over two days and pupils from over 15 schools debated real 
world issues connected to the Millennium Development Goals. Nuclear security, 
universal primary education and tackling malnutrition in developed nations were 
just some of the key topics that pupils had to discuss and find solutions for.Mr 
Kenny, Teacher of History
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Message from Mr Alexis
When I think about my Year 11’s and the changes they have made throughout 
their time in Skinners’ Academy whether it be intellectually, socially and/or 
academically, I feel that not only have I been able to witness enormous growth in 
these young people, but the Academy and I have grown up with them. 

This school has changed all of our lives and will continue to do so - from those 
who have been involved since the start of the Academy through to pupils, staff 
and the community who will be involved with Skinners’ in the future.

It was always going to be demanding as being the first Year 11 group of the 
new Academy as you were going to be the ones who set the foundation for this 
outstanding institution. The journey has not been an easy one, but life is seldom 
straightforward without any challenges.

I hope as an Academy and a Year Head we have prepared you for the next 
chapter because that is what school is really about, preparing you for life.

As I said before, it was always going to be hard being the first year group but with 
all of the challenges and changes you’ve faced, you have not turned out that bad!

For those of you leaving, try to remember what you have been taught whilst at 
Skinners’ Academy, academically and socially. Remember to always be respectful 
to everyone you encounter.  For those of you returning to the Sixth Form - we 
wish you the best with this next stage of your education and want to remind you 
that it is important for you to be role models for the lower year groups.

I want to leave you with this piece of advice:

‘Watch your thoughts they become your words
Watch your words they become your actions
Watch your actions they become your habits
Watch your habits they become your character
And watch your character, because it becomes your destiny.’

Mr Alexis, Head of Year 11

Goodbye Year 11
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Sixth Form... Coming Soon

Enrichment 
endeavours
Our exciting‘ Enrichment’ programme 
will run every Wednesday afternoon 
and is designed to give sixth formers 
the time to build their confidence, 
try something new and become 
more attractive candidates for future 
competitive opportunities.

We aim to run activities such as those 
mentioned below and more:
•   The ‘Culture Club’ - where 

students visit places of cultural 
and academic interest in London. 
These include the Tate Modern, 
the Bank of England Museum 
and the British Library. 

•   Peer Mentoring Scheme - where 
sixth form students will work 
closely with their peers in the 
lower year groups, helping them 
with numeracy, literacy and 
other aspects of their academic 
timetable. 

Facts & Figures
A survey undertaken by gap year 
provider ‘World Challenge’ (2015) 
states that ‘Whilst academic grades 
are the most important factor 
considered by university admissions 
teams, evidence of extra-curricular 
activities remains an important part 
of the application process for 97% of 
respondents.’

Further, World Challenge highlight 
that ‘the real value of extra-
curricular experience is seen as not 
only helping students to stand-out 
and secure a place at university; 
it also helps prepare students to 
succeed at university and on into 
the workplace.’

 

I’m looking forward to 
being taught the subjects 
I’ve picked by teachers 
I feel have the perfect 
subject knowledge.         

Esin Akdogan, Year 11

 

I have chosen to come to 
the sixth form because 
I know the school well 
and the courses offered 
suit me perfectly.
Connacht Sheffield, Year 11  

New Sixth Form... 
Ready to launch!
It’s not long now until the 
launch of the sixth form at 
Skinners’ Academy and 
while the building work for 
the new sixth form wing has 
been evident… the huge 
amount of behind the scenes 
planning has been much 
more subtle, so we’re pleased 
to share some of the exciting 
developments with you here. 

Essentially, the sixth form at 
Skinners’ Academy will be a 
post-16 learning environment 
where students will be 
encouraged to be the best 
they can in their two final and 
extremely important years of 
school. In addition to a wide 
range of exciting A-Level and 
BTEC subjects on offer, the 
students will have a variety of 
opportunities for independent 
learning and development 
beyond the classroom – 
Development which will 
help to build confidence and 
increase their prospects as 
candidates for university, 
apprenticeships and the 
world of work. 

Taking part in extracurricular 
activities is vital in order to have 
a personal statement and CV that 
is interesting and can make you 
stand out from the crowd.
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We’re delighted to be 
working with Inspiring 
Women and Skinners’ 
Academy to introduce 
these young women to 
a range of women with 
exciting roles in the 
games industry. We hope 
the students are inspired 
to create their own 
games, enter the BAFTA 
Young Game Designers 
competition, and perhaps 
join the games industry 
themselves one day.  
Gender or background 
should never be a barrier 
to following your dreams
Amanda Berry OBE,  
Chief Executive of BAFTA

BAFTA: Young Games Designers
On 19 May a group of 60 Year 9 girls took part in a bespoke Inspiring Women 
workshop and speed networking session focused on games design and the Young 
Games Designers competition.

It was an honour to work in partnership with the prestigious British Academy 
of Film and Television Arts (BAFTA) Young Game Designers initiative to hold 
an exciting event to help girls become more confident and aware of different 
opportunities available in the currently male dominated gaming industry. BAFTA 
YGD mentors volunteered from all areas of the games industry and included 
designers, producers, audio experts, writers and more! 

The event included a workshop where girls learned how games are made and 
came up with an idea of their own, with the help of games industry experts. 
There was also a speed networking session involving 10 inspiring women from the 
industry meeting small groups of pupils and giving them the opportunity to ask 
lots of questions about their job, career route and education. 

The aim of this workshop was specifically to help  
advise and support young females who may not  
have considered a career in games, or may not  
have the confidence to pursue one if they are  
already interested.

Inspiring Women in the Arts Event
A group of our female pupils from Year 8 & Year 9 were invited to attend a special high profile Inspiring Women in the Arts 
speed networking event on 23 April. 

The event took place in one of the most iconic urban spaces in the world, The Turbine Hall at the Tate Modern. It was 
hosted by Miriam González Durántez, Champion of the Inspiring Women Campaign and included 200 of the most successful 
women in the arts in the UK all with the hopes to inspire the next generation of artists, writers, directors and editors.
 
800 school girls from 15 secondary schools across the nation were given the opportunity to talk to the women who came from 
an exciting range of careers. The event helped to broaden the horizons of young women by making them aware of the range 
of interesting jobs that are available within the Arts sector. During the event, pupils engaged in conversations where they 
were offered advice and heard stories of real successes and failures.

The event took place as part of the national Inspiring Women campaign – a campaign that sees a wide range of women 
connecting with female pupils to talk about the “job they do” and the career route they took. The aim of the campaign is to 
raise aspirations amongst young women, break gender stereotypes and make them aware of their potential through showing 
them the wide range of jobs that are available. 

  
The event was amazing! 
The women were 
inspiring and told us 
personal stories about 
their careers which 
helped me decide what I 
wanted to do.
Sofia Bras Aydin, Year 8 

Careers (CEIAG)
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Focus on Mosaic Enterprise Challenge

iRoundUp are the National Champions! 
Our high flying Year 10 pupils have pitched their way to business glory after 
winning the seventh annual Grand Finals of the Mosaic Enterprise Challenge 
2015. Brothers Mark and Matthew Daniel along with Agnieszka Rudnik, Daisie 
Spiteri and Elif Sucu who form the team ‘iRoundUp’ competed against four other 
schools from across England to win the coveted title and the chance to make their 
business idea a reality.

The Grand Finals were held at the offices of Hogan Lovells LLP in London on 23 
April and was hosted by TV presenter and broadcaster Natasha Kaplinsky. 

The Grand Finals represented the final hurdle to being crowned the Enterprise 
Challenge Champions. There were three scoring elements; the Business Plan 
(30%), the live play Business Simulation Game (30%) and the Pitch to judges 
(40%).

In front of a capacity crowd, the pupils pitched their ideas to a judging panel 
including Claude Littner, adviser to Lord Alan Sugar on BBC’s ‘The Apprentice’, 
Mohammed Amersi founder and CEO of Emergent Telecom Ventures and 
Perween Warsi CBE founder and CEO of S&A Foods.

As a result of the win, the team has secured a £2,500 cash prize for the school and 
a £500 seed fund to start up their business as well as multiple goodie bags filled 
with prizes. The pupils were also whisked off immediately after their win on a tour 
of the ITN News studio and the Bank of England, followed by an exclusive tour 
of Clarence House conducted by James, personal butler to HRH Prince of Wales. 
The team also had the opportunity to take part in an Entrepreneurs’ Bootcamp 
delivered by Melody Hossaini, star of ‘The Apprentice’ and a visit to the London 
Eye.

Miss Abubakr (Miss Dalia)                                                                                                                        
Communications & Student Support Officer and                                                                      
Business & Community Links Administrator

 

Wow! We really can’t 
believe we’ve won!  It’s 
such a shock and hasn’t 
even sunk in yet...                   
Daisie Spiteri, Year 10

Stage 1:                
Business Plan (30%)
Prior to the Grand Finals, all five 
teams were required to submit a 
business plan by 17 April. The 
business plan consisted of five 
questions including ‘What problem 
does the idea seek to address?’ 
And ‘Why should investors 
invest in your idea?’ All teams 
were given a 100 word limit to 
answer each of the five questions; 
iRoundUp struggled with sticking 
to this limit often going over 300 
words per question. Eventually 
after numerous stages of editing 
and cutting large sections out the 
team managed to reduce their 
word count and still submit an 
informative business plan. 
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Stage 2: Business Simulation Game (30%)
As in the preliminary stages of the competition, the final five teams were 
allocated private rooms where they were given 60 minutes to play as many 
rounds of the business simulation game as they could in order to record the 
highest Net Profit score.

iRoundUp were really prepared for this stage and already had a plan in place 
of how they would tackle the game. This plan was very well organised and 
iRoundUp did incredibly well at this stage obtaining the highest Net Profit 
score of all the teams, £6,455,766.

  
...congratulations to team 
iRoundUp on delivering 
a comprehensive 
and well thought 
out business concept 
with real potential. 
It will be interesting 
to see how, with the 
ongoing support of their 
mentors, they now bring 
the idea fully to life.                            
Claude Littner, Chairman of Judges

iRoundUp Concept 
Explained
iRoundUp impressed the judging 
panel with their winning business 
concept of the same name - 
‘iRoundUp’. This is an ingenious yet 
simple scheme whereby pupils (with 
the permission of their parents) and 
teachers can volunteer to round up 
each lunch transaction made on their 
ParentPay/ID cards to the nearest 10 
pence. These few pence are donated 
to one of six charities of their choice.

iRoundUp has the opportunity to 
expand this idea across the 5000 
schools that use ParentPay’s services. 
On the basis that all the schools 
opt-in to the scheme, iRoundUp can 
potentially raise £14.4 millon (per 
year) in charitable donations.
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Huge congratulations to the winning team from 
Skinners’ Academy, who have been outstanding all 
the way throughout the challenge. We can’t wait to 
see what they do with their start up!                                                                                     
Jonathan Freeman, Managing Director for Mosaic

Stage 3:                
The Pitch (40%)
Similar to the Regional Final, all 
five teams were required to pitch 
their business ideas before a live 
audience including the special guest 
panel of judges. 

iRoundUp slightly tweaked their 
pitch from the regional stage and 
added a few comedic moments. 
Since the regionals they had met 
Clint Wilson, CEO of ParentPay, 
and knew that he was supportive of 
their business idea.

They were the fourth team to 
deliver their pitch to the audience 
and did so confidently and within 
the three minute limit all teams had 
been allocated.

The Judges listened to each 
presentation in turn before 
deliberating. The marks awarded 
for the pitch accounted for 40% 
of the total marks awarded at the 
Grand Finals and were added to a 
spreadsheet containing the marks 
for the Business Plan (30%) and the 
Business Simulation Game (30%). 

Interested in taking part in the Enterprise Challenge 2016?                                                                                                                                            
If you will be in Year 10 in September 2015 please email a 30 
second video of why you feel you should be invited to take 
part to Miss Dalia Abubakr.                       Deadline: 25/09/2015 

Supporters and Mentors of iRoundUp
Clint Wilson CEO (ParentPay) kindly accepted an invite to meet with iRoundUp 
at the Grand Finals and support them in delivering their pitch. Clint was highly 
supportive of their idea and encouraged ParentPay’s involvement in the process.   

Brooke Greville, CEO (Gate Ventures Plc.) and Asif Minhas, Management 
Consultant – Digital Department (Lloyds Banking Group) were the business 
volunteers who helped iRoundUp to achieve their success. Their 100% 
commitment through all stages of the competition and their continued support 
motivated our pupils and encouraged them to raise the competition bar to a new 
high and develop an idea which has the potential to change the way our youth 
donate to charitable causes.

We would like to extend our heartfelt thanks to Brooke Greville, Asif Minhas, 
Clint Wilson and Mosaic for their ongoing support and the opportunity to make 
the iRoundUp scheme a reality.

 

All their hard work 
has paid off. This is a 
fantastic achievement 
for the pupils who really 
applied themselves and 
have approached this 
with real dedication and 
professionalism.

It’s been a privilege to 
work with Mosaic and 
act as mentor to such 
an impressive group 
of pupils. This is a 
proud day for all of us 
and an unforgettable 
experience.                

Brooke Greville, Mosaic Mentor



Company of the Year 2015
On 30 April, Young Enterprise invited three of our enterprising Year 11 pupils 
Tabassum Nusibhya, Polina Halabitska and Brando Williams, to the Company of 
the Year Awards London Finals 2015.

During the evening we celebrated the skills, hard work and commitment of 
budding entrepreneurs from across London as Year 12 student teams from several 
schools competed for a number of awards, with the best company from each 
borough competing to win the overall prize of the Best Company of the Year 
2015.

Our Year 11 pupils previously visited the Hackney & Tower Hamlets Finals in 
March where they had the opportunity to experience what it would be like to 
win the regional Enterprise Awards.

Next year our Year 12 students will be taking part in the Company of the 
Year Awards 2016 and with their determination, creativity and resilience I am 
confident of their chances in next year’s competition.

Mr Barton, Business & Community Links coordinator and Teacher of Art

Enterprise
Sweet Maths
This half term Year 7 pupils embarked 
upon a number crunching enterprise 
project to design their own chocolate 
bar. 

Pupils competed in groups to design 
and make a bar by undertaking 
market research, carrying out data 
analysis, costing the bar appropriately 
to produce a profit, creating the bar 
itself and presenting their journey to 
a set of judges. The finished products 
were then put to the taste test and 
judged by Mrs Acquaye, Miss Hakes 
and Mr Barton.

The project encompassed a wide 
range of mathematics skills learnt this 
year. These ranged from collecting 
and representing data to applying 
ratio and proportion when measuring 
ingredients. 

A wide range of interesting flavoured 
bars were produced – from milk 
chocolate with oreos and popping 
candy to white chocolate with skittles 
and honeycomb. It should be noted 
they tasted a lot better than they 
sound! Pupils then reflected on their 
journey and evaluated the enterprise 
skills they had used throughout whilst 
setting targets in areas of weakness.

Mrs Ayeni, Teacher of Mathematics

 

Pupils had to create a company and a product which 
they would be able to sell. They were judged on their 
teamwork, innovation and planning.

From our perspective you could tell how hard 
each company had worked. I can’t  wait until we 
get into sixth form so we can do the same thing 
and go all the way to win the national awards.                                                                                      
Tabassum Nusibhya, Year 11
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Skinners’ First Ski Trip

Skinners’ on the Slopes
40 pupils embarked on Skinners’ Academy’s first ever international ski trip to Saalbach-Hinterglemm in Austria for one week. 
The group departed the Academy on 27 March to begin their 20 hour coach/ferry journey to the Villa Olga Ski resort in 
Saalbach-Hinterglemm where they would spend the next six days.

On arrival at the resort, the group were given their equipment and took part in a skiing test designed to determine everyone’s 
individual skiing level. Once complete, pupils were split into groups depending on their skiing ability and began their first four 
hours of training.

The groups all completed four hours training per day before they could practice the skills they had picked up on the various 
levels of slopes. The blue runs (beginner slopes) are where the majority of the pupils (and half the staff) began their skiing 
experience.

Five of the pupils who had previous skiing experience along with the remaining members of staff took to the red runs 
(intermediate slopes) where they enjoyed the beautiful tree-lined pistes on both sides of the valley and the open snowfields 
above Hinterglemm. Over the course of the trip, many of the beginner skiers improved their skiing ability enough the join the 
intermediate skiers on the red runs.

As well as skiing the pupils also got to watch an ice hockey match and take a tour of the local town, Zell am See, where they 
appreciated the view of lakes, mountains and the chance to buy a few souvenirs. They also rode the Maisiflitzer Alpine-
Coaster where they could decide how fast they wanted to descend from the mountain peak down into the valley. Those who 
were brave enough and decided to keep their fingers off the breaks experienced speeds of up to 40km/h.

Every evening all pupils and staff would take part in a range of activities including being split into teams to complete quizzes. 
We also took this time to celebrate three birthdays which had happened throughout the week. Miles Broomfield and Emer 
Sheffield both turned 14 whilst Sam Boyer, the youngest amongst all the pupils enjoyed his 13th Birthday. 

The final evening before our departure was spent recognising the various achievements which had been made throughout 
the week. Pupils were presented with certificates for various reasons such as ‘most improved’, ‘best crash’ and best scream on 
a roller coaster’. A special mention goes to Ronnie O’Connor who was presented with the award ‘PGL Skier of the trip’ for 
going from beginner to advanced skier within a week.

This trip would not have been possible without the support of the Skinners’ Academy Governing Body. Thank you. 

We would also like to take this opportunity to thank Matt, our representative from ‘PGL’ who helped us to arrange all the 
activities and ensured we had a fantastic and unforgettable experience. 

The PE Team



Skiing Awards
PGL Skier of the trip Ronnie O’Connor

Most improved in their 
group

Adewa Alaketu

Most improved in their 
group

Elif Sucu

Most improved in their 
group

Emer Sheffield

Most improved in their 
group

Owen Nwanebu

Best in group Victor Dos Santos

Best in group Felix Brocklehurst

Best in group Tony Woolgrove

Best in group Aren Caton Yener

Broken ski award Salim Abdulwasie

Best crash
Con Sheffield &
Mehmet Kivrakoglu

Best fall Yolanta Connolly-Muzyczka

Most skiing completed 
backwards!

Di-Andre Ebanks-Silvera

Not giving up award Nadedra Clarke

Boys smile award Usmaan Abed

Girls smile award Robyn Barrett

‘I’m ill but I’ll try’ 
award

Oliver Betteridge

Most helpful teammate 
(esp. if at the back)

Michael Layhe

The questions award Armend Bajraktari

Best tan Kelvin Berisha

Best scream on a roller 
coaster!!

Vijay Pannu

Word of the week: 
discombobulated

Fatimah Lunat

Quiz team champions

Elif Sucu, Yvanna Tuladhar 
Lorenzo, Con Sheffield, 
Salim Abdulwasie, Felix 
Brocklehurst 

 

The ski trip in Austria was amazing, 
seeing everyone improve at skiing 
during the week showed how easy it 
was to do with a bit of determination. 
As much as I did enjoy skiing, the ice 
hockey match had to be the highlight of 
the trip for me.                                                                      

Ronnie O’Connor, Year 11
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I was shocked by the 
workload at Cats 
Protection but I loved it. 
I had to clean the pens 
and feed the cats. I also 
had to take photos of 
all the new cat arrivals 
and create write-ups 
for each of them for 
the company website. I 
learnt so much and had 
a laugh with the staff. 
I plan on volunteering 
again during the 
summer holidays.                              
Anna Pietnicka, Year 10

Year 10 Work Experience 2015
Welcome to the world of work
Work experience (WEX) provides a range of benefits for future job hunters and 
is an important factor in our pupils preparing themselves for the world of work. 
Pupils’ first experience in Year 10 provides vital insight into the different types 
of careers available and helps them bring our discussions about ‘employability 
skills’ to life.  Year 10 pupils took part in work experience from Tuesday 5 May to 
Friday 15 May. 

Pupils were encouraged to be resourceful and tap into their contacts to find their 
own placements - reflecting their area of interest, and well done to those who did. 
For other pupils, we worked closely with education business partnership ‘Inspire’ 
to allocate placements from a pool of opportunities based on interests (industry, 
activity, important transferable skill etc.) expressed by the pupils themselves. 

Placements were at organisations including Linklaters, Grimshaw Architects, 
Twenty Twenty Television, Hackney Central Library, Cat’s Protection (see 
Anna in picture to the right) 2TR Football, Riverside Nursery, CV Hair & 
Beauty, Chemitex Pharmacy, Natwest, RSPCA Charity Shop, Hackney Empire, 
Next, Boots, Nandos... And many more! 

Through these placements, pupils developed their communication, team 
working, problem solving and time management skills. Many also showed 
initiative, the ability to organise themselves and raised their commercial 
awareness – all attributes that are sought after by employers. Positive attitudes 
went a long way towards success and we were proud to see our pupils’ excitement 
and work ethic when staff conducted placement visits. 

Please remember this is the beginning of your work exploration and we 
encourage you to continue using your initiative, continue building your CV and 
seek opportunities in school holidays etc. Congratulations again Year 10. 
Mrs Visram, Careers Development Co-ordinator 

 

I felt frightened at 
first but I was made 
to feel comfortable by 
all the amazing staff at 
Chemitex Pharmacy. I 
loved every second of 
it, it was the best work 
experience I could ever 
have.
 
Judith Appiah-Nuamah,  Year 10

 

I worked at the Islington Museum and was fairly 
surprised by how much fun I had. It was educational 
and I enjoyed helping younger children explore the 
museum for themselves.
Berfin Kama, Year 10
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I felt welcome at Forum 
for the Future. I worked 
with spreadsheets, input 
data and I got a chance 
to edit the company 
website. I enjoyed the 
work. Gokay Emre, Year 10

   
The staff at We Know 
Data were welcoming 
and gave me tasks set 
by some of their biggest 
clients. I now have 
a better idea of how 
companies work. 
Mateusz Pyziol, Year 10

Mathematics
Fantasy Football
This year’s Fantasy Football winner 
and Manager of the Season has been 
announced - Yomade Aileru from 
the outgoing Year 11s. 

The manager of Aileru FC scooped 
the prize of a Champions League 
Final football after earning a huge 
1064 points, beating second place 
team Muronaldo Starz by just 5 
points.

Yomade has put his success down 
to a careful transfer strategy 
and watching Match of the Day 
(MOTD) every Saturday. Eden 
Hazard (Chelsea FC) and Santi 
Cazorla (Arsenal FC) were inspired 
choices for players, as well as less 
obvious picks like Swansea City’s 
Lukas Fabianski in goal. Aileru 
FC’s final team line up can be seen 
on the left.

All of this year’s entrants are already 
looking forward to next year’s 
competition and hope to be in with 
a chance at being named Manager 
of the Season. 

Pos Team Manager GL AS Points
1 Aileru FC Yomade Aileru 57 48 1064

2 Muronaldo Starz Murat Apat 65 51 1059

3 BWYBAP
Liam Creary-

Bennett
59 41 1049

4 Road Owen Nwanebu 54 52 1011

5 Ajibade FC Tosin Ajibade 58 40 989

6 Street Ishmeal Cyril 48 53 977

7 Timmy's boys Argtim Ibisi 57 47 965

8 Dnt Wch It! Fuad Hussein 58 28 964

9 MASTERS F.C Kevin Sterling 44 48 959

10 TKONES FC Talha Pathan 56 39 955

  
 
Alanny Da Silva Almeida 
and Emre Kilicarslan 
started work experience 
at the incredibly busy 
election time and they 
both provided incredible 
support. I was blown 
away by their work ethic 
and how capable they 
are. Both are outstanding 
and exceptional. If I 
had an apprenticeship 
programme they would 
both be hired! 
 
Lee-Marie Grant, Electoral Office 
London Borough of Hackney

  
The work experience 
I secured at Barclays 
was great because it 
helped me become 
more independent and 
confident. It also gave me 
a real insight into how the 
world of work operates.   
Sumaiyah Ahmed, Year 10
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The Book Bench 
Project 
In partnership with the National 
Literacy Trust, pupils from Ms 
Betsayda-Petrie’s 8X1 class read ‘The 
Curious Incident of the Dog in the 
Night-Time’ by Mark Haddon. The 
story is about how an autistic teenager 
named Christopher tries to solve the 
mystery of a neighbourhood crime. 
The class produced varied drawings 
based on parts of the book. Once all 
the drawings were complete a small 
group of dedicated pupils then took 
the drawings and gave them a new life 
on the book bench. 

In April the bench was displayed in 
Central London along with the bench 
contributions from pupils from schools 
across London.

English

Hackney Homes Writing Competition
The English department would like to congratulate our Year 9 pupils for their 
outstanding essay entries for the Hackney Homes, Future of Hackney Downs 
writing competition. After submitting captivating entries our top 11 finalists were 
invited to attend the official launch and prize giving ceremony on 20 May. At the 
launch the top three entries were announced and awarded with prizes from the 
organisers. Please visit the Academy website for examples of their work.

1st place - Usmangani Dawood                                                                                                                                     
2nd place - Eren Yesil                                                                                                                            
3rd place - Holly Davidson

We are very proud of their achievement and outstanding representation of the 
Skinners’ Academy. 

Ms Beecher-Sheppy, KS4 Coordinator of English

Shakespeare’s Globe
The Year 8 English classes got more than the answer to Hamlet’s ‘To be or not 
to be speech’ when they visited Shakespeare’s Globe Theatre in Southwark this 
June. 

In their Shakespeare’s Language Workshop, the pupils worked with a 
Shakespearean actor in order to enhance their understanding of the following 
plays: ‘Hamlet’, ‘As You Like It’, ‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream’ and ‘Julius 
Caesar’.Using various strategies such as drama, language analysis and voice, the 
pupils went over a key scene from their play in order to understand in greater 
detail what the characters were experiencing. 

According to English TA Ms Adu-Agyei (who accompanied some of the classes), 
the pupils were ‘very enthusiastic’, ‘involved’ and ‘asked lots of questions’ during 
their workshop and tour of the theatre. Pupils and staff were given a brief history 
of the Elizabethan Theatre – it’s safe to say that the term ‘penny-stinkers’ now has 
greater significance. 

Grim Tales -            
North London
Earlier this year, the English 
department entered pupils into 
the Young Writers’ Grim Tales 
competition. The work of not one, 
but two of our pupils (Ali Teke, Year 
7 and Sapphire Caesar, Year 11) 
is to be published in their August 
2015 poetry anthology Grim Tales – 
North London. The Young Writers 
competition has received thousands of 
entries from all over the UK so many 
congratulations to Ali and Sapphire!  

Ms Betsayda-Petrie,                              
KS3 Coordinator of English 
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LRC

Hackney Carnegie 
Day 
Nine pupils from Year 8 & 9 
participated in the ‘Hackney Carnegie 
Day’ competition this year. Pupils 
were expected to read the eight 
short listed Carnegie novels and then 
prepare a performance based analysis 
of one of the novels.

The Skinners’ group worked all term 
after school on the novel Buffalo 
Soldier by Tanya Landman and 
performed it in front of nine Hackney 
schools and four judges- one of 
whom was Tanya Landman! They 
did amazingly well against excellent 
presentations and won a ‘Best 
Costume’ award for their efforts. As an 
additional note, Buffalo Soldier later 
won the Carnegie Medal for 2015. 
Well done team!

Out of Sight, In Your Mind: First Story 2015
First Story is a charity that supports and inspires creativity, literacy and talent 
in UK schools. This has been another hugely successful year for First Story 
at Skinners’ Academy and we have finally put together our rather spectacular 
anthology. Hooray!

Weekly workshops have taken place all year with regular attendance from pupils 
in Year 7, 8, 9 and 11 - despite exam pressure pupils have shown real resilience 
and commitment to their craft. 

James Dawson, multi-award winning author of dark teen thrillers ‘Hollow Pike’, 
‘Cruel Summer’ and more, said that “the talent speaks for itself” this year and 
praises our writers for their “fantastic imagery.” James goes as far to instruct the 
reader of the anthology to “bathe in its wonder and beauty”; a statement that we 
also fully support.

Since the end of our wonderful sessions with the acclaimed writer James Dawson, 
we have continued to run activities with a committed group of Year 7 pupils; they 
have shown a real passion for writing and a hunger to take on the next challenge. 

The launch of the anthology, ‘Out of Sight, In Your Mind’, took place on 1 July. 
Pupils prepared in advance for their readings in front of an audience of peers, 
teachers and parents. The anthology has been professionally produced and is 
looking quite brilliant.

Copies of the anthology will be available for purchase from the English 
department. Please share in our fantastic pupils’ success.

WordFest 2015
Skinners’ Academy has taken part in WordFest for the third year running. Pupils 
took part in a visit from teen author Paula Rawsthorne, creator of the thriller 
novels ‘Blood Tracks’ and ‘The Truth About Celia Frost’. Paula spoke with pupils 
about her experiences working as a volunteer in Sudan, studying politics and how 
this eventually led to her becoming an author of teenage novels.

Pupils also received a visit from local author Keren David. Keren has written 
many books for young adults, including the bestselling series ‘When I was Joe’. 
She spoke about studying creative writing at City University and how this quickly 
led to her first published novel.

On 3 June we held a poetry Jam/Rap Battle in the LRC where pupils could 
perform poetry they had written themselves or read one of their favourite poems 
aloud to the audience. Several pupils were keen to perform a rap battle and we had 
the first anime subtitled rap battle that Skinners’ has ever seen.

Finally the LRC hosted a Scratch night, where pupils could share their creative 
efforts in writing stories, poems, graphic novels, drawing- anything at all! 

Ms Phillips, Skinners’ Academy Librarian

Learning Resources Centre
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Up On Top! 
On the 21 May, Year 7 and Year 8 Nurture pupils had a rather special day. Not 
because it was sunny for a change or because they discovered a lovely, green, lush 
path curving around the Reservoir, leading to the Castle Climbing Centre. The 
day was marked special because the pupils experienced the sweet taste of success 
by overcoming their fear and trying to excel in something new, rock climbing. 

The trip was organized under the umbrella of our yearly topic, ‘Project: Me’, 
which aims to raise pupils self-confidence, self-awareness and the awareness of 
others. 

Our aim was to provide a safe yet challenging environment where pupils could 
practice their enterprising skills through negotiation, teamwork, effective 
communication, risk taking, emotional resilience, problem solving and evaluation.

The experience was also linked to our Nurture literacy curriculum, as pupils had 
to recognise when an instruction was being given and follow the instruction of the 
professionals. 

For numeracy, science and PE, they were expected to predict heights, recognise 
and memorise patterns of movements and calculate the shifting of weights when 
supporting their peers to ascend or descend. 

Overall, it was a brilliant, truly cross-curricular activity that undoubtedly engaged 
and pleased pupils and teachers alike. Mariangeles Espejo (Year 7) even managed 
to convince her parents to take her to the centre again.

Special thanks to the Nurture team and to Ms Ebejer, who helped us to organise 
this outstanding event.

Ms Tarnoczi, Teacher of SEN 

Nurture
 

Before climbing, I was 
nervous. While climbing, 
I felt scared. After 
climbing, I felt brave!

Abu Bakar Chowdhury, Year 7

 

I had an amazing 
experience!

When I got to the top, I 
felt like a champion. It 
was awesome! I want to 
do it again.

Israel Onasanya, Year 7

 

What I liked about 
the Climbing Centre 
was that I could help 
my friends. I felt very 
scared when I had to 
climb because I did not 
know where to put my 
hands. But then I started 
to become confident in 
myself. 
Naomi Stoiadinov, Year 7

 

I felt really excited and 
proud of myself. When I 
was up there, I was very 
scared. I wish we could 
go again.

Mariangeles Espejo, Year 7
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Talkabout Sessions
In Nurture we believe that one of the key elements of effective learning is for pupils to have a grounded understanding of who 
they are. Identifying their strengths and accepting their limits are the first steps towards a healthy identity. Similarly, trusting 
that they are able to overcome difficulties and believing that they can achieve is crucial for them to feel happy. 

Recognising the need of building a positive self-image, during this academic year the Nurture group were delighted to work 
alongside two outstanding Speech and Language therapists from the Hackney Learning Trust. Pupils took part in regular 
Talkabout sessions which aimed to raise pupils’ general self-awareness and awareness of others. 

After a short assessment the therapists and teachers identified the strengths and development points of each individual in the 
group and correlated the sessions to meet the exact needs of pupils. The fun-packed activities were organised and delivered 
in an informal way and included group discussions, lots of games, sorting and colouring activities. Pupils were encouraged to 
recognise, admit and talk about their feelings, interact politely and communicate efficiently with their peers and adults alike. 
Some activities challenged pupils to use fine social skills, such as “tuning” in to others’ moods and to observe their peers’ body 
language.  

The overall progress they have made so far is remarkable. Pupils address each other in a more polite and respectful way. They 
have learnt how to focus on important details, and how to recognise and ignore irrelevant information. Many of our pupils are 
now socially and emotionally ready to venture into mainstream lessons. We will be delighted to watch them grow to become 
self-confident communicators throughout their secondary education and beyond.

Ms Tarnoczi, Teacher of SEN

English as an additional language (EAL)
Getting to know Greenwich
On 30 June, some pupils who have been supported by the EAL department this 
year, went on a trip to see some of the most spectacular parts of London. 

The journey started in Greenwich with its picturesque view of the River Thames 
glazing in the sun and real pearls of architecture, like the Greenwich Observatory 
and the splendid buildings of the University of Greenwich. Enjoying the calm and 
peaceful atmosphere of the area, we couldn’t take our eyes off the monument with 
a miniature of a sailing boat in a huge bottle; it looked as if it was made by a giant.

After that, the real ship we saw was even more breath-taking. With her beautifully 
rebuilt and redecorated masts and golden details, The Cutty Sark, one of the 
fastest ships of her times (built in 1869) still spreads her charm. Finally, we had 
a cooling experience of walking through The Greenwich Foot Tunnel which is 
more than 300 meters long and set 15 meters under the River Thames. 

We continued our trip from Canary Wharf via the steel and glass jungle, where we 
could not only see the modern and dominating  buildings of the financial district, 
but also see the rush and speed of the business commuters on the surrounding 
streets. We took the tube from here to London Bridge and had a stroll down to see 
a replica of Sir Francis Drake’s ship. He was a captain and famous navigator in the 
16th century. We also stopped in front of The Clink, the most notorious jail which 
is a museum now, but still looks spooky and scary.

The famous Shakespeare’s Globe was our next stop and we appreciated the 
unusual construction, with no roof!

Finally, we crossed the River Thames, stepping on the Millennium Bridge and 
once again took in the stunning view, a mixture of majestic and historical places 
like St Paul’s Cathedral with contemporary ones like the dark, shiny Shard. 

The pupils enjoyed themselves and learnt even more about the city we live in.

Ms Diana Clarke, Teacher of EAL



ICT & Computing
Year 7 Computing
This term, Year 7 pupils have studied a unit which helped them to understand the 
concept of creating an Interactive Information Kiosk while simultaneously raising 
awareness of endangered animals. They have been developing and using their ICT 
skills to turn their ideas into a functional kiosk used to provide information using 
computer technology. The Information Kiosk unit enabled pupils to:

•   Explore matters concerning extinction and how this affects the society and the 
world as a whole

•   Use presentation software tools to provide access to information

•   Develop and implement a good navigation structure to allow for easy access to 
the information provided.

•   Develop a good understanding and appreciation for the process of designing.

 

I thought creating the Information Kiosk was great... I 
now know how technologies can help these animals.                                     

Hudaifa Hassan, Year 7
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Business Studies

Thorpe Park
Year 10 BTEC Work Skills pupils had a day out at Thorpe Park as a reward for 
their hard work and outstanding attainment this year. The pupils worked together 
as a team in one of the units they studied in order to plan the trip.

All pupils in the class have passed the units they have studied which is a fantastic 
achievement.  Furthermore, Mustafa Bangola, Brandon Burgher, Kwamaine 
Frimpong, Jack Hawkes, Ali Is, Paris Kermani, Tiya Omar, Mateusz Pyziol and 
Stephanie Reyes completed additional units in order to gain extra credits which 
reflects their determination and hard work this year.

Ms Potter, Head of Business Studies

 

The best part about 
Thorpe Park yesterday 
was when we all went 
on Colossus. It was such 
fun and I really enjoyed 
screaming with joy.

I am so glad I got the 
this opportunity to go on 
an amazing trip as I have 
done so much work in 
our BTEC Work Skills 
lessons and I am proud 
of myself. 

 
Elijah-Cain Scott, Year 10
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Year 8 Computing
E-Safety remains an incredibly important topic and this term, Year 8 pupils 
studied a unit which helped them to further understand the issues relating to 
E-Safety. They were given the challenge to work in a group and to create a 
product for a specific audience in order to highlight issues relating to staying safe 
online and how a better internet is up to us. This was a fantastic opportunity for 
our pupils to showcase and develop their enterprising skills such as teamwork, 
planning and many more. One group even managed to get their film entered in the 
ChildNet 2015 Film Competition.

Pupils were given the opportunity to explore and learn about:

•   Undertaking a creative project with challenging goals

•   Combining multiple video and image editing software applications and 
techniques to complete a given task

•   How to use applications created across multiple devices

•   Collecting and analysing digital data in order to carry out data manipulation

•   Developing a media solution that meets the needs of a specific target audience.

Ms Rao, Head of ICT & Computing

 

This project was a great opportunity to research cyber 
bullying and the effect it has on children & teenagers. 
It helped me develop my creative media skills and 
taught me how to use Windows Live Movie Maker. 
Sofia Bras Aydin, Year 8

Year 9 Assembly
On 30 June, 9A2 delivered an 
assembly about Sexting to their peers.

Sexting is now becoming a major 
issue amongst teenagers. Knowing 
about the consequences and where 
to get advise will help young people 
to become more aware and use 
technology responsibly. 

Andreas Daulja, Fatma Osman, Esra 
Sersem, and Selen Sucu (9A2) helped 
to deliver the message about the risks 
of sexting and the importance of 
saying safe when using technology 
and online facilities.

Ms Rao, Head of ICT & Computing 
and Ms Bowling, Head of Year 9
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Geography

A pupil’s perspective 
on Edale
Edale was an amazing experience. 
Not only did I have fun but I learnt 
so much and consolidated a lot of 
the knowledge I already had.

It was an amazing opportunity for 
me to actually get to know other 
people in my year that do geography 
and have fun during the activities 
we took part in. My favourite 
activities were climbing and caving, 
they were both something I hadn’t 
done before and I enjoyed them 
so much. Both activities were very 
challenging and I was surprised 
I could do it, especially when I 
challenged myself by going into a 
very small crack that took a lot of 
effort to get through because it was 
so tight.

We also went on top of the Peak 
District which was very tiring but 
it was worth it when we got to the 
top, the best part was seeing the 
beautiful view of Hope Valley. 

I would love to go to Edale again as 
I had so much fun and I’ve realised 
Geography makes much more sense 
when you actually see what you are 
learning about in front of you.
Magdalena Maciejewska, Year 10

  …amazing experience of case studies. 
Helped my education about coastal erosion.                                
Sude Yilmaz, Year 9

Kench Hill
In April the Geography department took a group of Year 9 GCSE Geographers 
to Kench Hill in Kent for a weekend residential field trip. It was an opportunity 
to test their geographic knowledge and learn valuable GCSE case studies. 

The first activity was a stream walk – where, in addition to “soggy-sock 
syndrome”, we saw evidence of erosion, deposition, encountered rare plants, 
changing land uses and bovine residents.

On Saturday our studies turned from the stream to the sea. We began at Camber 
Sands, a SSSI sand dune ecosystem. In groups we investigated the changing 
environment from embryo to mature dune – taking soil samples and using 
quadrats. From here we went on to visit Pett levels (an ancient submerged 
forest) and started to walk along the coast to Fairlight Cove – a village that was 
in danger of falling into the sea due to cliff erosion and the actions of people 
at Hastings. Further west along the coast at Hastings wooden groynes were 
constructed to take advantage of long shore drift, trap sand and defend the cliffs 
there against erosion. Unfortunately for Fairlight Cove further east this led to 
more erosion. Rock armour defences have been built to protect the village from 
further damage…but will it last? 

On Sunday we visted Dungeness; quite possibly the oddest place in the UK. A 
flat, sparse landscape (it’s classed as a desert as well) and home to a tiny ride-
on railway, bungalows, two lighthouses and a nuclear power station. We then 
visited Rye, a charming harbour town, where we carried out tourist surveys. Old 
Rye up on the hill dominates the local landscape – mostly due to the fact that 
it was once right by the coast! Land drainage and coastal deposition has seen 
coastline actually move further away from the land. 

Mr Lyons, Teacher of Geography
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Art & Design

Woodberry Grove Mural
As part of this year’s focus on project work, Year 9 art pupils 
were pleased and proud to be part of the Woodberry Grove 
Mural project. Our pupils were asked to create artworks 
to be printed onto the hoarding boards around the Manor 
House council flats which are scheduled to be demolished. 
This project is in collaboration with the Manor House 
Development Trust, Berkeley, Totality and The Edge. The 
work can be seen outside The Edge community centre, and 
we look forward to creating more work in the future. 

G&T Workshop
Pupils who took part in the art department G&T 
masterclass focused on working with ceramics. The Year 7 
& 8 pupils were given a KS4 style lesson, developing some 
advanced modelling skills and techniques. Some of the 
outcomes were excellent for the first attempt and we will be 
glazing and firing their pieces for display. 

 

I really enjoyed creating natural form 
shapes using clay in the G&T class. I 
like that we got to mix with the older 
year group. 

Roshni Kaur, Year 7

My day as an artist’s model
My sister Denisa in Year 11 needed a model for her 
GCSE art exam and I agreed to help her for the day. 
My sister was making life sized sculptures of figures in 
a comforting position. I was first covered in clingfilm to 
protect my clothing then different fabrics were dipped 
in plaster and then laid over me. I had to stay in position 
until the plaster was dry and hard. Lying in one position 
was uncomfortable and boring but I was very happy 
to help my sister and seeing the Year 11 art exam take 
place was very interesting. I enjoyed seeing the work 
being made and I am proud of my sister’s work. You can 
see the cast of my body in the Year 11 art exhibition.                                                                            
Naomi Stoiadinov, Year 7

Nurture Group Mural
Our mural between the nurture room and the art rooms 
is nearing completion. We are gradually adding new 
images to the art work and it looks great. We have enjoyed 
personalising this part of the corridor and we are very proud 
when we see it and when we see other people looking at 
it. We would like to carry of spraying the walls with more 
designs. Let’s see what happens next year. 
The Nurture Group

Tate Modern
Our Year 10 art pupils are now beginning their Year 11 
journey by visiting Tate Modern and finalising their ideas 
for final coursework pieces. The pupils seeing the work 
presented in the Tate is important as it helps to raise the 
level of expectation, this is central to what we do.

‘Good artists copy, great artists steal.’  - Picasso
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Healthy Chinese Cuisine Ambassadors
The Design and Technology department were honoured to host a chef from the 
Healthy Chinese Cuisine Ambassadors project. 

A group of Year 9 pupils learnt about the specific tastes that make Chinese food 
the cuisine that we all know and love. They were taught the history behind 
Chinese sauces and what the different types are used for. Using this information, 
pupils answered a range of questions with the highest scorers, Alexander Brown- 
Llabres and Mehmet Aktas each winning a Chinese recipe book. Well done! 

After the presentation on the history behind Chinese cooking the chef gave pupils 
a practical demonstration of how to make the popular dish ‘Kung Pao Chicken’ 
and then the pupils had a go at making it themselves. 

This was an excellent opportunity which the pupils really enjoyed and learnt from 
whilst being a credit to the school. 

Well done to 9FT-B.

Ms Greco-Addo, Head of Design & Technology

 

It was a great 
opportunity to try out 
a new meal from a 
different culture.  
Cansu Onel, Year 9

Design & Technology

 

The Chinese culture 
demo really inspired me 
to cook more Chinese 
meals as it tasted great 
and was so easy to make.   
Talha Pathan, Year 9

Food to Market 
Assembly
Whole School Foods kindly gave 
the Year 9 pupils an assembly about 
healthy eating and growing your own 
foods, with a few lucky pupils getting 
the opportunity to taste some of the 
freshly picked fruits.

Jam Demo
On 15 June, the12 pupils taking part in the Whole School Foods project were 
taught how to make home-made jam using fresh strawberries, jam sugar and 
water. 

The D&T department were joined by three local primary schools that also came 
along to watch and learn. Our pupils loved the experience of being taught by a 
professional in jam making and couldn’t wait to give a helping hand. 

For all of the pupils this was their first time making jam and they were very 
pleased with how great the final outcomes were.

  
Personally, seeing the 
jam being made was an 
outstanding opportunity 
for me. I really enjoy the 
taste of jam so seeing how 
it gets in the jars that we 
buy really amazed me.                              
Makedah Henry-Spence, Year 9



Nando’s Reward Trip
Last term the Year 9 Food Technology pupils were 
introduced into the art of food designing through novelty 
cakes. 

Pupils were all given the same design theme of Easter and 
had to follow the design process used in the industry to 
come up with suitable designs. Pupils were rewarded for 
having the most creative and well-presented design ideas. 

Well done to Eda Sevim and Stanley O’Rourke from 9FT-
B and to Paulina Andrychowska and Iardena Andreican 
from 9FT-A for winning. These pupils were treated to 
an afternoon at Nando’s restaurant followed by a trip 
to Hummingbird cake shop for dessert. It was a lovely 
afternoon and a well-deserved treat for all the hard work put 
in during the previous term.
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Year 7 Cushion Project
The Year 7 Textiles group were given a mock brief to design 
and make cushions for the London Zoo gift shop. We tasked 
them with researching different types of animals you could 
see at the zoo and then come up with designs suitable for 
young children. The progress made during this project 
was great! Pupils used Batik, Fabric Dye, Embroidery and 
embellishment to create their designs. Well done Year 7!

 

It was really fun going to Nando’s we 
all had a great time and it was great to 
be treated for having the best design.                                           
Eda Sevim, Year 9

Graduate Fashion Week
This term the GCSE Textiles pupils got to experience a part 
of Graduate Fashion Week. 

Graduate Fashion Week is the world’s leading event 
celebrating the creativity of students and graduates within 
fashion, showcasing the work of over 1,000 of the very best 
students and graduates from the most influential universities 
in the UK.   

The event took place at the Truman Brewery in London 
and it was an honour for us to be invited. 

Besides seeing an exhibition from some of the best 
graduates, our pupils were also able to meet representatives 
and students from most UK fashion colleges and look 
through their portfolios; they also got to view the 
‘Universidad CENTRO Mexico’ fashion show.  

This was the pupils first time experiencing a catwalk and 
they found it really inspirational.  

 

Going to the fashion show was an 
astonishing experience. I really 
enjoyed being able to watch the 
catwalk show and I learnt so much 
in relation to the fashion industry.                                            
Horacia Haye, Year 10

‘Materials’ at the Science Museum
A group of Year 8 pupils went to the Science Museum to 
participate in a group activity designed by the curator of the 
Materials exhibition.

Pupils had to fill out challenge cards and complete activities 
relating to the materials exhibition, which should stand 
the pupils in excellent stead to start working towards their 
GCSE next year. For their excellent contribution the pupils 
received a £50 Amazon voucher.

Jack, the curator said “We really appreciate having the 
opportunity to try out ideas with groups such as yours 
and gain a better understanding of how we can make our 
resources more appealing and engaging.”

Mr Williams, Teacher of Design & Technology



 

It was a great play, I 
really enjoyed watching 
it. I learnt a lot from it 
and had a fun experience 
learning about a serious 
topic. 
Muhammed Gajia, Year 8

Match Fit 
On 30 June, Year 8 pupils were invited to ‘Match Fit’; a performance and workshop developed by the Old Vic Theatre. The 
company completed a short tour of participating London schools to explore mental health challenges for young people.

Pupils in Year 8 have been learning about mental health and wellbeing through their drama lessons this term as a way to raise 
awareness and challenge attitudes towards mental health.

Pupils have been advised where they can seek support at the Academy (with the counsellor Ms Windebank) and through 
external agencies and support groups. 

Drama & Student Services

Did you know?
1 in 10 children and young 
people aged 5 - 16 suffer from a 
diagnosable mental health disorder 
- that is around three children in 
every class.

Source- Green, H., McGinnity, A., 
Meltzer, H., et al. (2005). Mental 
health of children and young people 
in Great Britain 2004. London: 
Palgrave. Young Minds Website

 

It was an interesting 
performance. It really 
helped to explain what 
life is like for people 
who suffer from a mental 
illness. 
Lucas Wingrove, Year 8

  
The play was good. It 
told us a story about what 
many people go through 
in an interesting way.  
Azhar Hanif, Year 8
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Understanding Elections
In the run up to the General Election on 7 May the whole school participated 
in a citizenship PSHE programme to understand democracy and how we are 
politically represented in British society. 

The Year 10s embraced election fever and set up five youth parties with 
manifestos tackling youth issues in their local community. Each party nominated 
a party leader and made posters, badges, logos and delivered speeches to promote 
their youth manifestos. Issues addressed ranged from tackling healthy eating in 
school, access to study areas and making travelling to school easier and safer. But it 
was the Young Justice party that won the vote on election day with their manifesto 
which addressed youth fitness, providing better study areas and offering financial 
advice to help save for university. The whole school took part in a ‘first past the 
post’ and the winners experienced a trip to Westminster where they were taken 
around each of the houses to see parliament in action. Each party put forward 
excellent campaigns and hold the key to the next general election as they will be 
old enough to use their vote in four years’ time!

First-past-the-post’: The name given 
to the electoral system used for 
election to the House of Commons. 
Each constituency elects one MP 
from a choice of candidates. Voters 
can only vote for one candidate. The 
candidate that gets the most votes 
becomes the MP.
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About Student 
Services
Within student services we aim to  
promote good health and wellbeing 
within the Academy. We offer 
health promotion and individual 
health care plans ensuring all our 
pupils get the best care and advice. 

We approach this by raising 
awareness around current health 
issues such asthma and hay fever or 
promoting good personal hygiene, 
healthy eating/exercise, and mental 
wellbeing. We keep up to date with 
current health initiatives so we 
can help pupils to make informed 
decisions about their health or direct 
them to outside agencies for support.

Student Services

Immunisation Matters
Each year the Immunisation team from Homerton University NHS Foundation 
Trust visit the Academy to deliver the Secondary School immunisation 
programme. Together with the London Borough of Hackney and the 
Hackney Learning Trust we are working together to improve the uptake of all 
immunisations for our pupils. At present, uptake across all age groups is below 
the national average which means many of our young people are leaving school 
with inadequate protection from preventable diseases such as Measles.

The dates for next year’s 2015/2016 programme can be found on the table 
below. The process will begin with year group assemblies given 2-3 weeks in 
advance of the date of immunisation. Pupils are given information about the 
vaccine, and have an opportunity to ask questions. They are also given an 
envelope with an information leaflet and parental consent form enclosed. All 
parents have to do is complete the consent form and return it to the Academy.

Year 7 pupils who have missed their BCG vaccination and are then deemed at 
risk, will be offered the Mantoux test and then, if needed, the BCG vaccination 
will be given.

Year 8 girls will be offered the HPV vaccination. This is given in two doses 
which are given six months apart. It is vital that both doses are given to get 
maximum protection.

Year 10 will be offered the teenage booster for Polio, Tetanus and diphtheria, 
as well as Meningitis C and the MMR if missed when younger. This is the last of 
your childs’ immunisations and completes the programme you began for them as 
babies. Without this, the risk of these diseases will increase. 

Year 7
(boys & girls)

Mantoux Test
02/02/16

BCG
04/02/16

Year 8
(girls only)

HPV 1
16/10/15

HPV 2
15/04/16

Year 10
(boys & girls)

Td/IPV/ Men C
and MMR
11/12/15

Td/IPV /Men C 
and  MMR
15/04/16

The Public Health 
Project
We were approached earlier in the 
year by a ‘not for profit’  health 
charity based in Hackney called 
‘The Public Health Project’ who are 
commissioned by Hackney council 
to deliver NHS health checks in the 
borough. 

The purpose of the project is to 
reach out to local residents to raise 
awareness of cardiovascular disease 
and diabetes, this included blood 
pressure and cholesterol checks 
and a ten year risk assessment 
for developing a heart attack and 
diabetes; this is accompanied by life 
style guidance.

We felt this would be a fantastic 
opportunity for our parents and took 
up the offer immediately. Children 
seeing their parents engaging with 
health professionals and looking 
after their health encourages them to 
do the same. 

Due to the success of the evening 
we hope to offer this opportunity for 
other parents at future events.



Drama

Old Vic New Voices
Since my last update, the OVNV group (made up of Year 9 & 10 pupils) have 
been to see two further plays and participated in their pre-show workshops 
delivered by experienced drama practitioners.

We were lucky enough to see Clarence Darrow, starring Kevin Spacey in his 
last appearance at the Old Vic as Artistic Director. His performance in this one 
man show was sensational! The pupils were unanimous in their praise for the 
production and workshop.

The musical High Society was another amazing production and yet another 
contrasting style for the pupils to enjoy. Pupils reflected that the workshop for this 
production was their favourite one- with a fun, high energy and challenging plan 
that allowed pupils to demonstrate how this project has influenced the way they 
work together on their drama pieces this year. 

Pupils were astonished at the way the theatre was transformed for this musical. 
Pianos came up from the ground, a swimming pool was created by motion reactive 
projection and the costumes were full of glitz and glamour that you would expect 
for this musical set in the 1950’s. This was an evening of entertainment from start 
to finish. ‘Who wants to be a millionaire…’

Sadly this year’s project has come to an end but we have many highlights and are 
keeping our fingers crossed that our application to take part in OVNV is successful 
again next year!

 

Clarence Darrow was 
a thrilling show of 
morality, independence, 
and courage performed 
by the ever great Kevin 
Spacey. The show was 
preceded by a workshop 
that was less about the 
show and more about 
context and who Darrow 
was... This was the 
same for the workshop 
on High Society, a play 
that while staying true 
to the original films 
and plays brought 
something new and put 
their own stamp on it.                                             
Zacharias Dowding, Year 9

Barbican Box Project
The Year 10 Drama GCSE group have been working on a devised performance as 
part of the Barbican Box project this term. They are excited to perform their piece 
‘Why Vote?’ on 8 July on the Barbican stage as part of a showcase involving other 
local schools and an invited audience.

  
Sure the performance will 
be nerve racking, but to 
perform at the Barbican 
is such an honour and a 
pleasure. I can’t wait! 

Armend Bajraktari, Year 10

Drama with Queen 
Mary’s University
The drama department have recently 
welcomed visitors from Queen Mary’s 
University of London who ran a very 
interesting workshop with the Year 
9 GCSE drama pupils about drama 
and theatre courses at university. 
Pupils learnt about university life 
and experimented practically with 
navigation around the campus and 
imagining their future. The workshop 
also helped to dispel some myths 
about applying to and attending 
university. 
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Skinners’ Academy Production 
2016 Announcement
The Academy production team are excited to announce the 
2016 Musical!

BUGSY MALONE!

We held Auditions on 22 June and are pleased to say that we 
have another exceptionally talented cast who will begin full 
rehearsals from September.

Please note that new Year 7s and those joining the Academy 
sixth form will have an opportunity (and are encouraged) to 
get involved from September.

Put the performance dates in your diary now so that you 
don’t miss out!

•   Wednesday 11 February - 7.00pm

•   Thursday 12 February - 7.00pm

•   Friday 13 February - 7.00pm

Bugsy Malone Auditions
The auditions started with a few vocal warm ups followed 
closely by a run through of ‘Bad Guys’ a popular song from 
the show. The pupils auditioning were expected to sing this 
vocally challenging song with attitude whilst still being able 
to annunciate the lyrics clearly. 

For the second phase of the audition, pupils were split 
into pairs and given five minutes to rehearse either a 
Bugsy vs. Blousey scene or a Fat Sam vs. Dandy Dan 
scene. Alternatively pupils could work in a group of six to 
rehearse a Dandy Dan Gang scene. When it was time to 
perform their scenes the room was filled with excitement 
and anxiousness. The groups donned their best American 
accents and showcased their own interpretations of the 
scenes.

Auditions were rounded off with the pupils practicing and 
performing a 1920’s style dance routine. Pupils were judged 
on their timing and their ability to remember the sequence 
of steps as well as their ability to act out the routines.

All pupils who took part in the auditions did incredibly well. 
Congratulations!

Bugsy Malone - Cast List
Blousey Sharriah Guthrie

Bugsy Malone George O'Rourke

Cagey Joe Briana Williams

Dandy Dan Zack Dowding

Fat Sam Emily Blagrove

Fizzy Makedah Henry-Spence

Leroy Nadia McDermott

Louella Maria Benitez Arboleda

O'Dreary Berfin Koz

Pickett Israel Onasanya

Pop Becker Stanley O'Rourke

Seymoor Scoop Akua Oseitutu

Smolsky Sandeep Singh

Tallulah Bukky Olaide

Waitress Aishah Busari

Shady HOOD Karolina Piatkiewicz

Benny Lee HOOD Lauren Phillips

Bronx Charlie Robyn Barrett 

Doodle Joshua Gardner

Laughing Boy HOOD Dilan Sonya Meter

Yonkers HOOD Lamin  Marena

Lorretta Asta Clark

Tillie Donelia

Velma Catia Sousa-Dimas

Bangles Raissa Dell'Angelo

Angelo GANG Abged Siddig

Knuckles Daisie Spiteri

Louis GANG Jazzi Singh

Ritzy GANG Zion George

Roxy Robinson Darren Osei-Owusu

Snake Eyes GANG Ramario Willocks

Marbini Mariangeles Espejo Jimenez

Lena Marrelli Isabella Carvajal-Vargas

Tallulah Girl, 
showgirl

Godiva  Chukwu
Aishah Busari

Maria Benitez Arboleda
Nicole Ojo

Paloma Londono-Franco

Chorus Arun Singh 
Ayanle Jamal
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Physical Education (PE)

Race for Great Ormond Street
Great Ormond Street Hospital is a children’s hospital which deals with over 240,000 young patients every year. To raise 
money for the hospital so they can continue to do their life changing work, all Year 7, 8 & 9 pupils got to choose between 
running a 2.5k or 5k sponsored race. All pupils put in a great effort and raised over £3,500 for the cause. Well done everyone!
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Music
Summer concert spectacular
Described by one concert-goer as “the best concert so 
far”...   the Summer Music Concert took place on 7 July and 
featured approx. 100 pupils from Years 7 through 11. 

The concert featured the Skinners’ Junior Steel Band who 
played a joyous rendition of California Girls by Katy Perry, 
a violin solo by Emily Hauca, the woodwind group playing 
Pink Panther, the Skinners’ Choir singing Heaven by Emeli  
Sande, a guitar group performing While My Guitar Gently 
Weeps and so much more. 

From the music which greeted guests as they arrived in 
reception through to the interval performers - it was a non-
stop evening of music which highlighted the musical talent 
and passion among the pupils. 

We look forward to more concerts in the next academic year 
and would like to thank pupils, staff and parents who have 
supported this and other concerts this year. 
Ms Adediran, Head of Music 



Sports Day 2015
Skinners’ Academy’s annual Sports Day took place on 8 July at Finsbury Park. 
The day was full of sporting action including javelin, races and a very competitive 
high jump. 

As well as pupils competing for individual medals for each sporting event, they 
were also representing their Academy houses with Judd being announced as the 
winners with the most points earned for their house.

Congratulations to all the sports men and women and thank you to all the 
supporters and organisers.

The PE Team

Sports Awards
This year we have hosted the first 
Skinners’ Academy Sports Awards 
ceremony. 

The ceremony was created to 
celebrate the various sporting 
achievements our pupils have 
made over the year from the Great 
Yarmouth Football Tour to our 
talented Under 14 Girls Basketball 
Squad. Thank you to those who 
joined us at the awards ceremony and 
congratulations to all the pupils who 
have taken part throughout the year, 
both competing and supporting.
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Merlyn Raim heading for national league U14 
Squad.
This year has seen Skinners’ U14 girls basketball team excel to amazing levels. 
The girls have become a tight knit family, a hard team to beat and have displayed 
some amazing basketball skills. Merlyn Raim has been an important part of the 
team’s development which has led to her being selected for the national league 
side run at Clapton Girls.



Parents’ Information
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Can you open up the  
world of work to  

Skinners’ Academy pupils?
In the 2015-16 academic year, Year 10s will have the 
opportunity to do a week of work experience from 
Monday 25 April to Friday 29 April 2016 - and they are 
being tasked with finding their own work experience.

Aiming to make finding work experience as successful 
as possible for the pupils - we’re aiming to set up a 
‘matching’ service - linking opportunities we know of with 
the right pupil. 

With that in mind, if you or anyone you know works 
for a company that is prepared to offer an appropriate 
Year 10 pupil the chance to access or apply for a week-
long work experience position - then please contact 
Gina Visram and Dalia Abubakr on  
worldofwork@skinnersacademy.org.uk. 

Their interests range from media to healthcare, law to 
engineering and retail to sports and beyond so please 
don’t hesitate to be in touch with any opportunities you 

know of. THANK YOU! 

Looking for activities for the kids 
this summer?
Futureversity: http://www.futureversity.org/ 
Futureversity is an excellent source of courses for young 
people of all ages. Input your age to search opportunities. 
Courses from app design to beginners tennis and careers 
in science and health to fashion drawing and illustration 
will appear. Some courses are free and others have a 
nominal fee (often £15-£25) and it could be a great way to 
keep busy, develop an interest and build up CVs. 

Day out with the kids - http://www.dayoutwiththekids.
co.uk/things-to-do/hackney 
This site lists a range of activities - from the Design 
Museum to Hackney City Farm. For inspiration about things 
you and the family can do this summer and access to 
money-off vouchers, visit this site. 
 
Access to Sports Project- http://www.accesstosports.
org.uk/ - 02076868812 
During the summer holidays, The Access to Sports Project 
is offering a range of free sporting activities for young 
people. Activities start on 21 July 2015. 


