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Welcome to the first end of term 
newsletter of this academic year. As 
always, it is packed with reports about 
visits, extra-curricular activities and 
academic achievements. At our annual 
Prize Giving on 1st November, we 
celebrated the academic successes 
of last year, most importantly the 
tremendous achievements by many of 
last year’s Year 11 pupils and Year 13 
students, all bar two of whom are now 
at university. (The two who chose not 
to go to university also got excellent 
results and are now enjoying great 
success on their apprenticeships.) 
As always, this newsletter proves 
the Academy’s commitment to the 
development of the whole person, 
not just the achievement of great 
examination results, and of our on-
going drive to, “Be the best you can”.

As well as the usual wide range of 
activities in sport, music and drama, 
the term also witnessed our current 
Year 11 and Year 13 sitting their mock 
examinations. Once we return after the 

Christmas break, the public exams are 
only about 10 school weeks away. If 
pupils are to reach their target grades, 
and hopefully exceed them, the next 
few weeks are crucial. With absolute 
commitment, hard work and 100% 
attendance, however, I am convinced 
that we can see our results continue 
to rise and our achievements go from 
strength to strength. The installation of 
our new astro over the summer and the 
climbing wall over half term, however, 
are further evidence that it’s not just 
about exam results.

The sad news is of course the imminent 
departure of Mrs Jaffer to become 
the Headteacher of Stoke Newington 
School. Whilst we look forward to the 
arrival of the new Vice Principal, it 
is difficult to express the impact that 
Mrs Jaffer has made to Skinners’ and 
her loss will be profound. It’s a very 
hackneyed phrase, but our loss is very 
much Stoke Newington School’s gain. 
We lose a committed, able and highly 
effective senior leader, as well as a very 

good friend. We wish her every success 
and happiness for the future. 

My sincere best wishes to everyone for 
a very Happy Christmas and peaceful 
New Year.

Tim Clark 
Principal, Skinners’ Academy

Autumn Term  
Issue 24
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Freedom Charity
On 5 December, Aneeta Prem, Founder of Freedom Charity and author of ‘But 
it’s not Fair’ and ‘Cut Flowers’ presented assemblies to the whole school on FGM 
(Female Genital Mutilation). The assemblies were also filmed by the BBC and 
will air in the new year. 

Aneeta Prem, told the story of a real FGM victim and explained to pupils how 
they could help end the suffering of thousands of young girls,“...ending FGM 
is achievable if we stand together and accept FGM is child abuse”. Aneeta also 
explained how her red triangle campaign can raise awareness of FGM. Wearing 
the small downward facing red triangle badge symbolizes wanting to end FGM, 
and that we stand together in fighting the inequality against women and girls.

Ms Kurtuldu, Head of Business Studies

 
You only realise there are so many problems in the world 
we are not aware of through individuals like Aneeta 
Prem. The work she does is so honest and special, I think 
we all need to help her to make a difference.
Selin Ok, Year 12

Student Services
Time to Change - World Mental Health Day
Under the banner of Time to Change (a growing social movement led by the 
Mind and Rethink charities working to change the way we all think and act about 
mental health problems), Skinners’ Academy marked World Mental Health Day 
with a series of assemblies to all year groups and produced posters promoting 
awareness around the school. This year’s theme of ‘Young People in a Changing 
World’ was particularly apposite. Pupils were reminded that 1 in 10 of all young 
people will suffer a diagnosable mental health problem such as depression, anxiety 
or an eating disorder, and as adults that figure climbs to 1 in 4. 

Skinners’ Academy supports Time to Change’s assertions and objectives of 
banishing stigma, discrimination and shame, and promoting conversation around 
mental health matters. Pupils were asked to continue this dialogue and encouraged 
to notice and act where, for instance, a friend or peer may be struggling, and 
‘make a difference’ by offering a thoughtful word or gesture of kindness.

I delivered training on behalf of the Change Team for staff interested in Peer-
to-Peer coaching as part of the Academy’s drive towards being one of the first 
schools to achieve the Wellbeing Award for Schools. 

Additionally, the student services team welcomes Deborah Kerr from CAMHS 
who, as part of the Hackney WAMHS initiative (Wellbeing and Mental Health 
in Schools) is working one day a week alongside the student services team to 
offer guidance, support and training to staff. In conjunction with Mr Woodhouse 
(Skinners’ Family Support Worker), this has already included a session on 
‘Attachment Theory’. Training has been delivered on how to further support 
pupils and their teachers around the impending GCSE examinations. 

Ms Farnon, Academy Counsellor

Information & Support
Childline

Tel: 0800 1111
Website: www.childline.org.uk

Advice, information, and you can 
talk to a counsellor online over the 

phone or online

Samaritans
Tel: 116 123 (free number)
Email: jo@samaritans.org 

Website: www.samaritans.org 
Open 24 hours a day for you to talk 
about anything that is troubling you

Young Minds
Website: www.youngminds.org.uk 

Information about mental health and 
emotional well-being

The Mix
Website: www.themix.org.uk

All aspects of support and 
information for under 25s

Young Hackney
Website: www.younghackney.org 
For young people who live/go to 
school in Hackney with details of 
where to get advice and support.
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Prize Giving 2017-2018

Prize Giving Celebrations
On 1 November, Skinners’ Academy held our annual Prize Giving ceremony, a celebration of the wide-ranging achievements 
of our pupils from the 2017-2018 academic year. Prizes were presented by the Master of The Skinners’ Company, The Rt 
Hon. The Lord Robert Lisvane KCB DL, and recognised pupils’ progress within a particular subject, musical and sporting 
excellence, as well as SSOGA prizes for academic achievement and services to the Academy.

The evening boasted a range of musical performances. Our school choir (accompanied by Year 11’s Abged Siddig on piano) 
sung ‘You Raise Me Up’; Chipaka Henry, Year 11, blew us all away with a solo piano performance of Bach’s ‘Invention in A 
minor’; and our talented steel band wrapped up the ceremony with their rendition of Clean Bandit’s ‘Symphony’. Special 
thanks to Ms Adediran for the wonderful arrangement.

Subject Prizes Year 8
English Karen Castro-Bravo
Mathematics Sabarina Ali
Science Nicholas Layhe
Art & Design Mariah Foot-Wynter
Computing Hafsa Amla
Design & Technology Oliwia Fikiel
Drama Sherifat Olaide
Geography Christabel Adeyemi
History Blessing Sebastiao
Music Melis Tunc
Physical Education Zakariya Rahman
Religious Studies Rimshah Akhtar
Spanish Tiago Correia

Year 8 Sportsperson of the Year
Faaizah Fatai-Dere Jaiden Watson

Year 8 Musician of the Year
Gaby Marin Londono

Year 8 SSOGA Prize for 
Overall Academic Achievement
Lily Bell Joseph Greaney

Year 8 SSOGA Prize for 
Services to the Academy

Favour Adebisi Rudi Disney

Subject Prizes Year 7
English Krystian Sokalski
Mathematics Abenezer Solomon
Science Vedika Sandeep
Art & Design Gabriel Hurchi
Computing Ekin Yesildag
Design & Technology Nikolay Tachev
Drama Louis Perryman
Geography Dwann Lohia
History Jeral Santos Paulino
Music Manar Abdel Aziz
Physical Education Rhia Daley
Religious Studies Aneesah Choudhury
Spanish Blessing Ajibade

Year 7 Sportsperson of the Year
Nissi Aboagye-Kumi Nikita Zalovs

Year 7 Musician of the Year
Neo McCullough

Year 7 SSOGA Prize for 
Overall Academic Achievement

Melisa Ansari Huseyin Altundal

Year 7 SSOGA Prize for 
Services to the Academy

Alina Zuri Caton Yener Marab-Sha Jami
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Subject Prizes Year 10
English Clive Thomas-Nemorin
Mathematics Nisa Ansari
Core Science Zack Fowler
Biology Celia Satehi
Chemistry Abged Siddig
Physics Faheem Mohammed
Art & Design Ilay Sakar
Business Studies Aleksandra Decemberewka
Computing Raekwon Francis-Wood
Creative iMedia Abu Chowdhury
Drama Berfin Koz
Economics Godiva Chukwu
Food Technology Dilan Meter
French Ineta Bublyte
Geography Shuley Miah
Health & Social Care Trenyce Meade
History Chipaka Henry
Media Studies Kai Hollis Warner
Music Emily Blagrove
Physical Education Ionut Morar
Religious Studies Ummehani Pathan
Resistant Materials Laila Osman
Spanish Santiago Hernandez-Grattarola
Textiles Ovaanah Dawkins
Travel & Tourism Lourdes Saiona 
LAMDA Simi Kaur

Year 10 Sportsperson of the Year
Isabella Carvajal-Vargas Kevin Rzazada

Year 10 Musician of the Year
George O’Rourke

Year 10 SSOGA Prize for
Overall Academic Achievement

Summer Gayle Mohammed Abubakar

Year 10 SSOGA Prize for
Services to the Academy

Kehinde Shomuyiwa Kevin Rzazada

Subject Prizes Year 9
English Gabor Bakos
Mathematics Tariq Bawazir
Core Science Berfin Konak
Biology Suhayb Abdulahi
Chemistry Marcel Latwinski
Physics Yilmaz Koku
Art & Design Berdan Sasmaz
Business Studies Cem Ozicer
Computing Justyna Nowak
Creative iMedia Anya Abdulla
Drama Buse Ganidagli
Economics Ali Baglam
Food Technology Kyarah Williams-Morris
French Lashmi Rani
Geography Esther Taiwo
Health & Social Care Sevcan Demirbas
History Lucy Vu
Media Studies Reice Chambers
Music Yasmin Ali
Physical Education Jordan Vibert
Psychology Rachel Asare
Religious Studies Joyce Amisi
Resistant Materials Kelvin Brown
Sociology Boo Nero
Spanish Beysim Beysim
Textiles Luisa Alvarez Carrillo
Travel & Tourism Eduard-Andrel Marculescu

Year 9 Sportsperson of the Year
Cynthia Arami Britez MacAreno Jamal Adam

Year 9 Musician of the Year
Chin Ho Chung

Year 9 SSOGA Prize for
Overall Academic Achievement

Neelam Kaur Louis Duggan-Morgan

Year 9 SSOGA Prize for
Services to the Academy

Chardannay Edwards Sukhbir Singh
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Subject Prizes Year 13
English Ezgi Kahraman
Mathematics Inan Sakar
Biology Ameen Rahman
Chemistry Rayyan Bawazir
Physics Oliver Betteridge
Art & Design Kamran Rzazada
Business Studies Melissa Sanderson
Business Studies BTEC Kevin Heredia-Arango
Economics Irem Altun
Geography Michal Lisz
History Rachel Ajayi
Media Studies Yasemin Kelimet
Photography Shequille Mandiangu
Psychology Natalia Kosmala
Sociology Emre Kilicarslan
Spanish Miguel Chamorro

Year 13 SSOGA Prize for
Overall Academic Achievement

Berfin Kama Leonardo Reis

Year 13 SSOGA Prize for
Services to the Academy

Magdalena Maciejewska Gokay Emre

Subject Prizes Year 12
English Dylan Ball
Mathematics Louis Kythreotis
Biology Samira Abuu
Chemistry Musab Ahmed
Physics Mikolaj Krus
Art & Design Selver Toygun
Business Studies Stanimir Zagorchev
Business Studies BTEC Ozge Parin
Computing Silviu Badica
Digital Media Afzal Hussain
Economics Resul Turan
Health & Social Care Tajai Brown

History Dalya El Ghorri
Media Studies Isabella Cano
Politics Zack Dowding
Psychology Evangeline Appiah-Nuamah
Sociology Luke McConville
Spanish Anais Arias-Galan
Travel & Tourism Jamie O'Connor

Year 12 SSOGA Prize for 
Overall Academic Achievement

Asma Mohamed Tanvir Mohammed Hossain

Year 12 SSOGA Prize for 
Services to the Academy

Bame Malomar Benjamin Kalanyos

Subject Prizes Year 11
English Shauna Booth-Gilbey
Mathematics Gabrielle Collins Saravia
Core Science Guney Avgin
Biology Suleman Mukhtar
Chemistry Deniz Koku
Physics Aaron Marson-Medley
Art & Design Melsa Kose
Business Studies Charlie Pavlicic
Computing Hasan Ahmed
Drama Jesse Asiedu Buoh
Food Technology Shariya Barik
French Louisiana Kindo
Geography Liam Babb
Health & Social Care Irem Orhan
History Sude Akdag
Music Emily Hauca
Physical Education Selin Ok
Religious Studies Yaa Opoku
Resistant Materials Kyce Grant
Spanish Sara Lemos
Travel & Tourism Ebrahim Mohamed

Year 11 Sportsperson of the Year
Faith Fatai-Dere Jesse Asiedu Buoh

Year 11 Musician of the Year
Ty Levine

Year 11 SSOGA Prize for
Overall Academic Achievement

Meher Kazmi Michael Layhe

Year 11 SSOGA Prize for 
Services to the Academy

Ramla Sid Ahmed Ty Levine
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Farewell Ms Jaffer

 
Ms Jaffer, you have 
helped me with my 
confidence so I now feel 
proud of my work and 
myself. 
You have been a great 
role model to me and 
all the pupils at the 
Academy. You are very 
easy to talk to and you 
always are willing to 
listen to what people 
have to say. We will miss 
you.

Alina Caton Yener, Year 8 

 
Throughout my experience at Skinners’, Ms Jaffer 
has always been one of the first teachers that I have 
been able to turn to. She has been there for all pupils 
and ensured we are all safe and happy both in and 
out of the Academy. She has helped pupils to become 
a better versions of themselves and I know she will 
do this everywhere she goes. 
Ms Jaffer, you will be a true loss to the Academy. I 
wish you all the best. 

Selin Ok, Year 12
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Ms Jaffer helped me 
find my way around the 
school, she is generous 
and helpful. 
She is a pure-hearted 
person who is always 
there when you need 
her. Ms Jaffer loves to 
stay positive and is a 
great role model for 
everyone. 

Sabina Mucaj, Year 7

 

Ms Jaffer, you have been a constant source of 
support to me throughout my time at the Academy. 
You are kind, composed, and compassionate when 
dealing with issues, no matter their magnitude. I 
wish you the best of luck in your future endeavours, 
knowing any institution you work with will be 
greatly enriched by your service. 

Zack Dowding, Year 13
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Sixth Form

Year 11’s Sixth Form Taster Day
Year 11 pupils participated in a sixth form taster day to help them prepare for the transition into post 16 study. They enjoyed 
the privileges of being a sixth form student including wearing smart business attire, being allowed off site for their lunch and 
using our state-of-the-art sixth form facilities.

Pupils chose four or five A Level and BTEC qualifications and experienced lessons in these subject areas. All were encouraged 
to try subjects they may not have had the opportunity to take before, therefore, Government and Politics, Psychology and 
Digital Media proved to be very popular.

In chemistry pupils carried out an investigation on endothermic-exothermic reversible reaction on copper sulphate crystals. 
They also built models of simple organic molecules.

Our prospective historians participated in a trading game which simulated the conditions that caused the Great Depression.

Pupils debated democracy in the UK in their politics lesson. They worked in teams to create their own political parties with a 
five-point manifesto, logo and catch phrase. The elected leader of each party then delivered a motivating speech. Their peers 
then voted for their winning party using the First Past the Post voting system as used in general elections in the UK.

In economics pupils learnt about Price Elasticity of Demand (PED), which tries to explain the extent to which demand might 
respond to a change in price with all things being equal (ceteris parabus). To put it simply: We know that water is much 
more essential to human survival compared to diamonds and gold yet the price of diamonds and gold is extremely high. The 
concept of PED helped pupils to understand why this is the case.

Travel & Tourism gave pupils the opportunity to explore the different benefits that the travel and tourism sector creates within 
the employment sector. All pupils had the opportunity to apply for a Virgin Atlantic Holidays apprenticeship scheme by 
developing their destination knowledge. The pupils found this very interesting and were all able to select a designated holiday 
for specific target markets and promote the main features of the destination. This task enabled pupils to gain an understanding 
of the apprenticeship process and the necessary skills and qualities required to secure a placement. The most challenging/fun 
part of the exercise was the group interview process where all holidays were pitched to decipher who would be hired!  

In sociology pupils debated why they thought more people might be getting divorced and reviewed the change in statistics 
over time. They used this information to think about how events in history could have impacted divorce rates.

English Literature pupils were introduced to the concept of dystopia. They used pictures and extracts from The Hunger 
Games to acknowledge the importance of hope, fight and knowledge in order to achieve a better life. 

In business pupils developed their knowledge and understanding on market share and the formula used by businesses to 
calculate their market share percentage. Pupils were also able to explain the benefits, analyse and interpret market share data.

Ms Potter, Head of Sixth Form/Teacher of Business Studies

In Year 11?... Apply now to attend the Skinners’ Academy Sixth Form.
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Business Studies
Book Fair
In partnership with Scholastic, the Year 12 business BTEC group arranged a book 
fair for all pupils at Skinners’ Academy with all titles at a half-price discount! 
Organising the book fair was part of our Unit 18 studies and will count towards 
our overall grades. The purpose of the fair was to promote literacy across our 
school and inspire pupils to read more.

We enjoyed many things about organising the fair such as communicating with 
pupils and helping them out with their specific needs and requests. We delivered 
assemblies to create awareness about our book fair, and enjoyed the opportunity 
to engage with pupils from all year groups. Additionally, we were pleased to see 
younger pupils engage in the poster competition we created to promote the fair.

The biggest challenge we faced was supplying our customers with the exact 
books they wanted. We had a high demand for specific books, so we had to offer 
alternative options to make sure we had happy customers and secured a sale. 

Overall, we had an amazing experience organising this book fair and we would 
like to thank all pupils, staff and parents who supported us by attending and 
making a purchase. All the profits from the fair will be used to purchase new books 
for the Academy’s LRC.

Melsa Kose & Selin Ok, Year 12 
(On behalf of the Year 12 Business BTEC group)
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Careers

Exploring the Evolution of Careers:
Careers Fair 2018
On 17 October, pupils in Year 10 & Year 11 and sixth form students explored how 
the world of careers is evolving, at the annual Skinners’ Academy careers fair. 

This year we chose the theme ‘the evolution of careers’ as it provides a 
powerful and current way to discuss topics including progression routes such as 
apprenticeships and university, multi-hyphenate careers (and why many of our 
students may have these in the future), the importance of being resilient, how 
technology impacts all career fields and more.

With a theme inspired by Emma Gannon’s book ‘The Multi-Hyphen Method’, 
we started to explore how being multi-hyphenate is becoming the new norm in 
our professional lives – i.e. being someone who has more than one strand to their 
working lives and careers. 

Students and parents/carers who attended connected with more than 35 
educational institutions and organisations, including Fashion Retail Academy, 
Queen Mary University of London, The British College of Osteopathic 
Medicine, SOAS and more. A wide range of career interests and industries were 
represented via organisations including Absolute Bollywood; Mediacom (whose 
representatives included two media apprentices who graduated from Skinners’ 
Academy sixth form in the summer); London Fire Brigade; Berkeley Homes; 
M&G, Mitchells & Butlers among others. 

There were a number of panel discussions in the theatre which spanned different 
topics and enabled attendees to get unique and specific insights shared by the 
range of professionals involved. 

This event is an important part of the Academy’s careers calendar which is not to 
be missed, however, if you either did not participate or didn’t fully take advantage 
of the many panel discussions, please come and see Mrs Visram to ask for a copy 
of the programme from the event which may prove beneficial in your careers 
exploration and research. 

Ms Visram, Head of Careers and Communications

 
I was hoping to meet 
students and have the 
opportunity to talk to 
them about the wide 
variety of careers 
available in the arts and 
bring attention to some 
upcoming projects we 
are running in relation 
to that. I really enjoyed 
meeting your students. 
They seemed very well 
prepared for the event 
and knew what they 
wanted to ask.

Euan Borland, The Old Vic 
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This helped me to understand about the next step 
after sixth form and the opportunities available 
to me. It also helped to know the pros and cons of 
university or apprenticeship and which would be 
best for the career path I’m interested in.

Louisiana Kindo, Year 12

 
This is the best event 
of its kind that I have 
been to. I was really 
impressed with the 
confidence of the 
students and their 
willingness to engage 
with all the different 
organisations and 
universities. Their 
questions were targeted 
and focused, showing 
the thought they had 
been putting into their 
futures.

Charlotte Ellis. Clare College, The 
University of Cambridge 

Meeting the Gatsby 
Benchmarks
In recent years, the Government has 
emphasised the importance of The 
Gatsby Benchmarks as a measure of 
success when it comes to the careers 
support schools provide for students. 
This is one of the initiatives which 
meets many of the criteria including 
learning from career and labour 
market information; encounters 
with employers and employees; and 
encounters with further and higher 
education.
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Enterprise

Art & Design
Christmas Card Competition
Congratulations to Year 13’s Isabella Cano for winning our annual Christmas 
Card Competition. Her Red Letter Box design was professionally printed for 
the Academy’s official Christmas card, which was sent to all staff, governors and 
friends of Skinners’.

A special mention goes to the following pupils whose cards will be printed 
alongside Isabella’s and sold by the Academy to raise money for charity. (read 
more above):
• Sanem Bozdemir, Year 7
• Melek Kelimet, Year 7
• Shadana Khader, Year 7
• Zahirah Miah, Year 7
• Ying Zhu Zhang, Year 9

Well done to all who submitted designs.

Cards for Crisis
This year the Academy decided to utilise our Enterprise specialism by selling a 
selection of Christmas cards designed by our pupils, with all profits being donated 
to the Crisis at Christmas campaign. 

The six designs selected were all entries from the art & design Christmas card 
competition and included the winning post box design by Isabella Cano, Year 13 
(find out more below). The cards were sold individually for 60p or as a pack of six 
for £3.00.

Crisis UK work directly with thousands of homeless people every year. They 
provide vital help so that people can rebuild their lives and are supported out of 
homelessness for good. A donation of £28.18 to the Crisis at Christmas campaign 
ensures one homeless person receives…
• A warm welcome and good company at 1 of 15 Crisis at Christmas centres
• Three nutritious, hot meals daily, including a delicious Christmas dinner
• A bed for the night, if needed
• A chance to shower, freshen up and get clean clothes
• A health check and treatment from a doctor, optician and dentist
• Expert help with mental health and addiction problems
• Advice on housing, employment and benefits
• A way out of homelessness for good through Crisis’ year-round training, 

education and support.

At the time of printing this newsletter our Christmas card sales have already raised 
over £100, meaning we are able to reserve three places at the Crisis at Christmas 
dinner table. Sales are still going strong and we are hoping to raise over £250 in 
total, reserving eight places for those in need.

Next year we hope to raise even more money from our Christmas card sales so we 
can reserve more places at the table for the homeless.

Ms Dalia, Communications & Enterprise Coordinator
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Year 7 Masterpieces
Year 7 pupils were put to the test when asked to create a masterpiece over the 
half term holiday. Pupils created a range of pieces using techniques including 
collage, sculpture, painting and origami. This task gave pupils the chance to work 
independently to express their own creativity.

Ms Memish, Head of Art & Design

 
I created my masterpiece 
using Papier-mâché and 
paint. It was messy but I 
liked it.

Tion Gillings, Year 7

 
I created my boxes using 
a net, I then collaged 
over them to create 
buildings. This was 
great fun.

Saaimah Zainab, Year 7

 
I created my 
masterpiece using 
origami, I made lots of 
small hearts and joined 
them together to create 
a leaf.

Jada Fenton, Year 7

Future GCSE Art Pupils
The top 25 art and design pupils in Year 7 have been selected to receive a ‘Future GCSE Art Student’ badge. The selected 
pupils have made an outstanding effort in art by ensuring all of their work is of the highest standard possible, completing all 
homework tasks, and regularly bring in additional artwork. If your name is listed below, please see Ms Memish in the art 
department to collect your badge!

Ms Memish, Head of Art & Design

7A1
Zareenah Boksh
Natalia Heinrich
Julia Koltunska
Unaysah Teladia
Sahide Vural
Mercedes Xavier

7B1
Caitlin Alsford
Lilli Freel
Erika Jaquez Reinoso
Ola Zimowska

7B2
Emily Berisha
Tion Gillings
Sally Homan
Lia Kamil

7H1
Mariam Hamda
Melek Kelimet
Daniella Koranteng
Giulia Rajbhandari

7J1
Kaleb Liddell-Woodley
Zahira Miah
Shekinah Ramtohul
Saaimah Zainab

7J2
Hadi Al Farmawi
Nastazja Brook
Nicole Queiroz
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Isabella Cano, Year 13
My project is based around the theme of people, 
personalities and emotions. With this piece I tried to convey 
the concept of hidden feelings. This is a mixed media piece 
using water colour and acrylic paint.

Onay Koc, Year 13
My project is about the conflicts in the Middle East, so I 
wanted to symbolize the reasons behind many of the wars 
in this region. This is a sculpture of the industrial machinery 
used to mine and process resources such as coal, oil and gas. 
To create this piece, I used cardboard, plastic and wire.

Molly Greeney, Year 13
Living in London I have grown up surrounded by urban art, 
streets, people and transport. My project is titled ‘Interior 
of Metropolis’. This painting is my take on the interior of a 
London bus. I used acrylic paint in a range of bold colours 
to create this piece.

Gokcen Sevim, Year 13
Through my art I am trying to show how people can 
sometimes be considered ‘outsiders’. For this piece I have 
used oil paints.
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Dylan Ball, Year 13
My project is about climate change and dystopia. I have 
used acrylic paint to create a collection of images and 
textures representing the air pollution in our environment 
caused by burning fossil fuels, as well as the pollution in our 
own bodies caused by our lifestyle choices.

Baran Komur, Year 13
My project involves sacred geometry and architecture. I like 
to use my knowledge within biology and chemistry to help 
develop my artwork. For this piece I used Pigma fine liners 
with line widths ranging from 0.03-5mm. 

Selver Toygun, Year 13
Based around the subject of sacrifice, this is a painting I 
developed from a first-hand photograph I took of myself 
holding a heart. I used acrylic paint to create this piece.

Tajai Brown, Year 13
My project is based around spirituality and the environment. 
This is a mixed media piece combining acrylic paint, pencil 
and pen to depict people and their environments. 
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Gallery Hopping with Year 11
On 9 November, our Year 11 art and design pupils visited 
the Tate Modern, National Gallery and National Portrait 
Gallery. The aim of the trip was to develop our pupils’ visual 
and oral literacy. The visits helped them appreciate art from 
a social, moral and spiritual perspective, as well as provide 
them with ideas for their current GCSE coursework.

Ms Memish, Head of Art & Design

 
The gallery visits were very useful 
and relevant to my theme. I am now 
inspired, and will be creating lots of 
pieces for my coursework.

Sude Yilmaz, Year 11

 
I enjoyed the variety of media used 
within the art works on display at the 
galleries.

Fatma Dogan, Year 11

 
The walk to the galleries was just 
as inspirational as the galleries 
themselves, it gave me the opportunity 
to take lots of first hand photographs 
for my project.

Ionut Morar, Year 11

Skinners’_Gallery Instagram
The Skinners’_Gallery Instagram page showcases the 

exceptional artistic talent of our pupils. Follow Skinners’_
Gallery to keep up to date with the outstanding and  

inspirational artwork that is being produced across all year 
groups.
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Academy Production

Academy Production Update
Rehearsals for the next Academy production kicked off in September, with a cast 
ranging from Year 7 to Year 12. The cast have been working tirelessly twice a 
week in preparation and it’s shaping up to be a great show!

The Greatest 
Showman
As part of the Into Film Festival, we 
were given 30 tickets to see ‘The 
Greatest Showman’ at the Vue cinema 
in Islington. We decided to invite 
our cast and band of Return to the 
Forbidden Planet to watch the movie 
as a reward for all the work they have 
done so far in preparation for our three 
nights of performances in April. 

Some had seen the film before and 
were having a sing-along, for others it 
was their first time seeing it. We hope 
it inspires their performances in the 
upcoming production!

Ms Clare, 
Performing Arts Teaching Assistant

Drama

Sylvia
On 10 September, the Year 9 & 10 
drama classes embarked on a theatre 
trip to see Sylvia, a musical about 
the suffragettes, combining hip-hop, 
grime, and R&B. Once again we are 
fortunate enough to be part of the Old 
Vic Schools Club, in which 30 pupils 
are invited to see four theatre shows 
across the year at the Old Vic with 
Sylvia being the first of the four this 
year.

 
Sylvia was a very 
engaging musical with a 
strong message.

Year 10 Pupil
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Wise Children
Thanks to our involvement with the 
Old Vic New Voices scheme, we were 
able to take the Sixth Form drama and 
music students to see a production 
of ‘Wise Children’ at the Old Vic. A 
big, bawdy tangle of theatrical joy 
and heartbreak, Wise Children is a 
celebration of show business, family, 
forgiveness and hope.

Ms Clare, 
Performing Arts Teaching Assistant

 
I really enjoyed Wise 
Children! I especially 
enjoyed how the 
musicians were on stage 
and how some of the 
members of the cast also 
doubled as musicians.

Ty Levine, Year 12

Behind the Scenes at the Old Vic
Over the summer holiday, four GCSE drama pupils got the opportunity to go 
behind the scenes at the Old Vic. They spent the day at The Old Vic Workrooms, 
working with industry professionals and taking part in a series of masterclasses 
in directing, design and puppetry. These sessions equipped them with skills and 
knowledge to develop their own production idea which they later pitched to a 
panel of experts and Old Vic Staff.

Ms Quince, Head of Drama  
Visiting the Old Vic 
made me realise how 
much effort is put into 
the littlest of things – 
like making a puppet 
breathe.

Marcel Latwinski, Year 10

Hamilton
On 6 November, we were invited to the first-ever schools showing of Hamilton 
at the Victoria Palace Theatre. This sold-out, multi-award-winning West 
End musical did not disappoint. We took 50 pupils from the drama and music 
GCSE classes and the entire audience was on their feet at the end in a standing 
ovation! The performance ended with a Question & Answer session where the 
cast answered questions submitted by the audience. We hope the pupils found it 
inspirational hearing how the cast got to where they are today.

Hamilton is the story of America’s Founding Father Alexander Hamilton, an 
immigrant from the West Indies who became George Washington’s right-hand 
man during the Revolutionary War and helped shape the very foundations of the 
America we know today. The score blends hip-hop, jazz, blues, rap, R&B and 
Broadway.

Ms Clare, Performing Arts Teaching Assistant

 
Hamilton was fluid and 
vibrant – I loved every 
single part of it. The 
cast, band, lighting – 
everything was amazing!

Lauren Phillips, Year 11

Year 9 Performances
Congratulations to the Year 9 drama 
pupils for completing their first public 
performance, presenting monologues 
from song lyrics.
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Music

Hackney Music Gala
Musicians from our senior wind ensemble, which includes pupils from Year 7 
to Year 9, took part in a performance of ‘We are Family’ by Sister Sledge in 
collaboration with City Academy’s Brass band at Hackney Empire. This is 
particularly impressive as some of our wind players have only been learning to play 
their instrument since September with this being their very first performance (of 
which they did an amazing job!).

Mr Hansom, Teacher of Music

Battle of the Bands
In July, the now former Year 11 pupils took part in Restore the Music, the UK’s 
annual Battle of the Bands and walked away with first prize, a trophy and £3000 
to spend on musical equipment for the Academy! They then went on to perform 
two gigs at Arsenal Stadium (where they met Jeremy Corbyn), played at the 
Academy’s various open evenings and self-managed their first gig on Bonfire night!

Ms Adediran, Head of Music

Year 7 Showcase
In September, our new Year 7s chose 
which instrument they would like to 
play for the rest of the year. They have 
worked hard in their instrumental 
lessons and weekly ensembles, and 
regularly practise at home. 

On 22 November, the entire Year 7 
cohort took part in a celebration 
of their achievements in a music 
showcase in front of an audience of 
family and friends. This was their 
chance to show what they’ve been 
working on since September. For 
some this was their first performance 
playing an instrument in front of an 
audience!

Ms Clare, 
Performing Arts Teaching Assistant
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Visiting Valencia
30 pupils from Year 8 to Year 13 embarked on a homestay visit to Valencia, Spain, 
to practice their Spanish speaking skills, experience the culture and the Spanish 
way of life. 

It was a brilliant experience for them and the itinerary was jam packed with 
educational, cultural, and fun activities. 

With their host families, pupils were exposed to some exceptional cultural 
opportunities. First, they were able to fully immerse in the Spanish language. 
Their host families knew very little (if any) English, so pupils had little choice 
but to speak the language. They were able to enhance their language skills 
simply by listening and absorbing the rhythm of the language and the accent. For 
example, they learnt the latest slang and common phrases/expressions used in 
Spain. Second, pupils got to experience what Spanish daily life is like: the culture, 
including simple things such as meal times which are very different to that in the 
UK and hence required pupils to adapt. 

Each morning pupils attended an academy where they had Spanish lessons. In 
addition, each day pupils had the opportunity to see various tourist attractions in 
the region, as well as experience Spanish cooking and flamenco dancing. 

It was an incredible, cultural experience for our pupils, but most importantly they 
learnt lots of Spanish.

Ms Smith, Head of MFL

Day One
We arrived! It was warm, sunny and 
pupils enjoyed the rich atmosphere. 
After an energetic start, pupils got to 
meet their Spanish families. Pupils 
were nervous, but they were also 
very excited. 

 
An unforgettable 
experience, I enjoyed 
the Spanish culture very 
much and enjoyed having 
Spanish discussions with 
my host families and 
Spanish lessons.

Rudi Disney, Year 9

Modern Foreign Languages (MFL)

Day Two
We went to school in the morning and early afternoon. We later visited the 
oceanographic museum, situated in the east of the city, with different marine 
animals such as sharks, dolphins, penguins and lots of exotic fish. It was designed 
by the architect Félix Candela. It is an impressive aquarium and we got to watch 
an open-air dolphin show. This was an amazing experience for all.

 
An unforgettable and once in a lifetime experience.

George O’Rourke, Year 11
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It was an amazing experience. My family were really 
nice. I loved visiting the different monuments and the 
flamenco lesson was a lot of fun! I also thought my 
Spanish really improved because of the intense lessons 
at school.
Cem Ozicer, Year 10

Day Three
In the morning, we visited Valencia’s 
football stadium where pupils got the 
opportunity to tour the stadium and 
learn about the history of the club. 
Pupils took lots of photos and role 
played as a journalist in the clubs 
press room. 

We decided to explore the city of 
Valencia by foot. The first stop was 
the Valencian Cathedral, which 
sits at the heart of the old town 
in an area called El Carmen. The 
Cathedral links two of El Carmen’s 
most iconic plazas - Plaza del la 
Reina and Plaza del Virgen. The 
Cathedral itself is an impressive 
structure that combines a variety 
of architectural styles, including 
baroque, Romanesque and gothic. 
We climbed to the top of the 
cathedral’s tower to see the most 
impressive views over the city. 

We later headed to the central 
market which served fresh 
vegetables, fruit, meat and even live 
fish.

Finally, we toured around the new 
city and saw the bull ring, shopping 
area and the town square.

Day Four
After another morning of Spanish lesson, we decided to spend the afternoon at 
the beach. The sun was shining and it was a beautiful day, pupils loved splashing 
in the sea and making sandcastles. It was a wonderful day. 

To finish off, the pupils worked in pairs to make Paella in a real Spanish 
restaurant. It was a lot of fun.

Day Five
Our final day. We went to a 
Valencian dance academy where 
we learnt and performed a flamenco 
routine. It was a spectacular 
morning.

Lastly, we did some gift shopping in 
the centre of town before we made 
our way to the airport. 

 
The trip was amazing. 
Thanks to my host family 
who were super nice, I 
was able to learn more 
about the Spanish culture 
and language.

Anais Arias Galan, Year 13
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Mathematics

Award Winning Department
The Prince’s Teaching Institute Mark has been awarded to Skinners’ Academy’s 
maths department for two years running! The Mark recognises exceptional subject 
leadership in schools and each successful department has to submit an evidence-
based report to demonstrate their progress towards:
• Increasing challenge within the curriculum
• Enthusing pupils through subject-based activities beyond curriculum
• Developing the staff’s subject specialist subject knowledge
• Raising the profile of the department within school.

To demonstrate that our maths department met all the above criteria we…
• Launched a Numeracy Question of the Week competition, with one pupil 

being awarded the ‘Mathematician of the Term Award’
• Wrote new Schemes of Work to ensure that the demand of the new GCSE 

is met through quality teaching, problem solving skills and appropriate 
assessments and feedback.

• Started working with different subject areas, such as art, working 
collaboratively to run maths in art competitions where the winning pupils had 
the opportunity to recreate their designs on the maths corridor walls.

• Worked with subject areas across the Academy to embed numeracy across 
the curriculum. We prepared numeracy based starters which each department 
identified as a key area to focus on.

• Ensured that classroom and corridor displays are to the highest quality, 
providing information about mathematics in a real-life context as well as career 
projections for the future.

• Continuously celebrate the high standards of pupil work through the display of 
their great work.

• Worked collaboratively with other schools in the borough to develop strong 
academic links where best practice is shared and celebrated.

We have set new targets for the coming year and we are delighted to be making 
great progress already.  The maths department is always striving to evaluate the 
work that we do and improve it if necessary as we only want the best for our 
pupils.

Ms Ozcelik, Head of Mathematics
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Computing

Developing Product Designs for Clients
Year 12 computer scientists are currently working on the planning and design 
stages of their programming project which is worth 20% of their overall A Level 
qualification. Students had to contact and secure a real-life client (testing their 
soft skills) who they could design a product for, based around the client’s needs. 
The design sketches of computer games, which will be developed using Unity and 
App, are already showcasing some real potential and promise.

Students have already carried out research to see if their product idea is already 
available on the market as well as considering the USP (Unique Selling Point) 
of their own designs. Project management skills are being observed and assessed 
throughout which gives them a great opportunity to use a wide range of the 
Academy’s enterprising skills both inside and outside of the classroom.

 
This is an excellent 
opportunity for students 
to experience what it 
could be like working 
with a real client in 
industry. 

Their subject 
knowledge and soft 
skills will be developed 
further throughout the 
project life cycle and 
this can even prove to 
be a great enterprising 
opportunity for them.

Ms Rao, Head of ICT & Computing

Sixth Form Taster 
Day - Computer 
Science
Prospective A Level computer science 
pupils explored the use and concept of 
robotics in a chosen sector as part of 
their sixth form taster lesson.

Pupils were given the opportunity to 
use their research skills, demonstrating 
their inquisitive side, and teamwork 
skills to be able to prepare a short 
presentation exploring robotics in 
sectors such as retail and e-commerce, 
military and medicine. They did 
a fantastic job at explaining their 
understanding of the uses of robotics 
in the chosen sectors using their soft 
skills to drive their points through.

There are many aspects of 
computing that are used in a wide 
range of industries, therefore it is 
extremely important for pupils to 
have an awareness of how and what 
technology is shaping the world 
of work and beyond in this ever 
changing digital world.

Ms Rao, Head of ICT & Computing
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Thorpe Park Fright Night!
KS5 computer science and digital media students had the opportunity to see 
and experience how Merlin Entertainments (a large entertainment organisation) 
promotes and executes a theme-based event using a range of digital graphics and 
technology at Thorpe Park Fright Night in October – perfectly timed for the build 
up to Halloween.  

Students were able to identify and explore the ranges of digital graphics that they 
saw around stalls, rides and mazes to help capture the atmosphere of Fright Night, 
some of which were really effective – our students claimed to be brave throughout 
the night, but were they really? The trip was a thrilling experience for our 
students, screams of horror could be heard from around the park – though perhaps 
that came more from the staff rather than the students.

This was seriously scary! Yes, yes, I confess to having run away from the Platform 
19 ride, which looked really scary, before I even went through the door. Well I 
was being chased by one of the Park zombies! It was amazing to see the range of 
videos, images and effects used to bring a scary vibe to the whole event. Would I 
take students again to Thorpe Park Fright Night? Definitely!

Ms Rao, Head of ICT & Computing

 
It is very interesting to 
see some of the rides 
that were opened this 
year at Thrope Park, 
especially the Ghost 
Train ride where they 
use VR technology 
as the main part of 
the ride. It really 
complemented the 
Fright Night.

Lucy Luong, Year 13

Spoof Horror Movie
The challenge was set! Year 12 digital media students had to create a spoof horror 
movie using any available resources that they could source for themselves – let’s 
call it an initiation into the course.  They took on the challenge well using pre-
production skills (storyboarding their spoof horror movie ideas), production skills 
(role plays, props and video filming) and post-production skills (editing their 
scene, applying effects, adding sound and testing the film). It was great to see the 
students work collaboratively within their teams to produce something that was 
pretty good.

Oscar winning? Maybe next time.

Students not only displayed their digital skills in a creative way, but also 
showcased their acting skills.  Their use of fundamental digital media skills is 
promising considering they have just started the course.

Mr Alexis, Teacher of ICT & Computing/HOY 11

 
Making the spoof movie helped me gain insight into 
what to expect in digital media. Actually I now get 
how this tied in with the Thorpe Park Fright Night 
trip – scary!

Ragheb Saleh, Year 12
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Digital Day 2018
The annual Digital Day hosted by the Academy’s ICT department was a successful one-day event delivered by Bravand, 
a digital design company founded by Jilly Cross. Our Year 9 and 12 computer scientists and Year 12 digital media students 
welcomed this fantastic opportunity to work with digital professionals who have worked with clients such as Betty Boop, 
ASOS, Men’s Health, Paco Rabanne, Nandos, UCL and more.

The digital professionals, Jilly Cross and Ross Musgrove, came to our Academy for a day to inspire our pupils giving them:
• Insight into the depth and breadth of careers available in the digital sector.
• Practical advice on how to get into the digital sector, expressing the importance of soft skills as well as technical skills.
• Hands-on experience tackling challenges from a brand sponsors BBC, Vodafone and FA.

The challenges taken on by our pupils from brand sponsors included:
• BBC: Develop an idea to market Earthlings, an up-coming BBC program. They had to consider how they would create a 

big impact and encourage the audience to stay tuned on a weekly basis.
• Vodafone: Design a tool using VR (Virtual Reality) or AR (Augmented Reality) technology to change the way people shop 

on the high street, how more people can be attracted to the high street as well as bring the high street shopping experience 
to remote locations and disabled customers.

• FA: Develop ideas to help increase the number of people following The England Women’s Football Team (The Lionesses) 
competing in FIFA World Cup in France 2019. They also had to consider how they would increase the number of girls 
aged 8-16 playing for local clubs.

Our pupils really impressed Jilly and Ross with the ideas they presented in the afternoon. Our pupils were extremely lucky 
this year as each group was awarded a prize by Jilly and Ross, Nandos vouchers!

 
I learnt about the 
various jobs available in 
the sector and it made 
me realise that I need to 
continue networking to 
gain more information 
about all the possible 
opportunities available. 

Huseyin Atim, Year 12

Computing Rewards Trip – The Grinch
Year 8 Computing pupils attended the pupil premier of The Grinch at Cineworld 
- Leicester Square, as part of the Into Film Festival promoted by Ms Bowling each 
year. This allowed us to be part of the largest youth film festival in the world.

The Into Film Festival has provides a fantastic opportunity for us to reward our 
pupils for their hard work in the first half term of this academic year. Pupils were 
nominated for the rewards trip in recognition for all their hard work in class. It 
is encouraging to see pupils working with such dedication and demonstrating 
behaviour for learning in an excellent way in computing. This was a wonderful 
opportunity for pupils to celebrate their efforts with their peers and teachers as 
well as exploring the use of computer graphics in animation.

The pupil premier had a Christmassy feel which was really exciting to see. Our 
pupils were also given Grinch themed activity sheets to complete and take away 
with them. The event encouraged pupils and staff to think of those less fortunate 
over the Christmas period, with this in mind we contributed food donations to 
local foodbanks on behalf of Skinners’ Academy.

Ms Rao, Head of ICT & Computing

 
Watching The Grinch 
was a great reward, I 
liked how Christmassy 
it was. 

Sebastian Chamorro, Year 8
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E-Safety: Let’s talk about… Backups & Cyberbullying!
How often do you backup your files? More and more of us use devices, websites and apps to create and store files that we 
have – these could be school related and personal files such as photos, videos and music files. But have you thought about 
what would happen if you lost these files? When was the last time you actually checked to see just how many photos you have 
stored on your smartphone alone?

As users of technology grow in number, so does the demand for storing data and files. Consider how often you backup your 
files incase you lose your work to viruses, device malfunctions and even theft. There are various ways in which files can be 
backed up, this is one aspect of study that our Year 7 computing pupils have been learning about in their E-Safety unit. Pupils 
have considered the impact of losing work and how/what backup methods could help safeguard precious data and files.

It’s good to talk! So let’s talk about Cyberbullying! Cyberbullying is bullying that can take place over various types of 
electronic communication devices such as:
• Mobile and Smartphones
• Tablets
• Desktop Computers/Laptops
• Games Consoles that facilitate online gaming
• Smart watches

Year 7 computing pupils have explored the nature of cyberbullying, forms it can take, impacts this can have on individuals 
(socially and emotionally) and ways in which to get help. They looked further into the preventative methods that could be 
taken to reduce the ways in which cyberbullies can contact them and tips on keeping their digital footprints small.

The common places where cyberbullying can occur include:
• Social Networking Sites
• Instant Messaging/Text Messages
• Email
• Online video platforms.

Often individuals fail to understand the severity of cyberbullying, considering the consequences not to be as destructive as in 
real life BUT this is not the case. Online reputations of everyone involved can be harmed; both the person being bullied and 
the person bullying or taking part in the bullying ordeal. Digital footprints can be left behind online for many years and this 
can then be accessible to others such as schools, colleges, employers and even clubs. If you or someone you know has been 
affected by cyberbullying, seek advice, there are many organisations and websites that can offer help such as:
• childline.org.uk
• bullying.co.uk
• nspcc.org.uk
• kidscape.org.uk

 
Learning about e-safety 
makes me more alert 
when I am online.

Narin Durak, Year 7

 
E-safety should be a 
number one priority 
when online. People 
should be aware of the 
digital footprint they are 
leaving online.

Sofenias Yohannes, Year 8
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Goosebumps 2
In order to explore the use of graphics 
in the film industry our Year 9 creative 
iMedia pupils visited Vue Cinema-
Finchley Road to watch Goosebumps 
2 as part of their Creating Digital 
Graphics unit. 

Our pupils were able to experience 
the use of CGI in the film to bring 
Goosebumps characters to life. They 
used the trip to identify various film 
advertising posters and digital posters 
used in the cinema to promote and 
advertise current and upcoming films. 

As creative iMedia pupils it is 
important for them to explore the use 
of graphics all around them – this will 
inspire them when designing their 
film-based DVD cover.

 
Watching Goosebumps 2 helped me see how 
graphics and CGI is used in cinema. Seeing the 
posters has inspired my DVD cover design
Mark Olah, Year 9

Creative iMedia Explores Photoshop Skills
Our Year 9 creative iMedia pupils are currently exploring the development of 
digital graphics skills. This is helping them to understand the level of work, effort 
and creativity required to produce graphics used by many industries across various 
sectors such as film, sports, entertainment and more.  

During October, pupils got in touch with their ‘dark side’ by designing scary 
Halloween masks which were later digitised using Adobe Photoshop – some 
were very scary! Pupils developed their understanding and appreciation for the 
design stage which helped them to plan and prepare for digitising their graphics 
taking into consideration dimensions, colour and research skills to become more 
self-taught. Having created a digital graphic version of their scary mask, this 
then enabled them to explore Adobe Photoshop further by completing a series of 
challenges to develop their skills and use of techniques to achieve specific effects 
such as drop shadows and opacity masks. This skill development opportunity 
encouraged them to take on their own independent self-set challenge to create 
their own digital graphics – this was interesting to see. Deniz Dogan created a 
particular interesting piece, can you spot the figure hiding in the woods above?

Anil’s scary mask is truly horrid – this is actually a really good thing! It is 
encouraging to see that pupils are willing to take risks and show a real sense of 
resilience when their use of graphics software skills does not work out as intended 
the first time round – learning from mistakes is valuable, especially when learning 
a new program. Often pupils were seen to use their online research skills to find 
ways in which they could use Adobe Photoshop to achieve particular effects, it 
was brilliant seeing pupils helping each other with the new skill that they had 
learnt from doing their own research - now that is teamwork.

Ms Rao, Head of ICT & Computing

 
When I watched 
the news about 
clowns popping up 
on the streets during 
Halloween I thought 
YES! Learning graphics 
editing skills is 
important because when 
I’m older I hope to be 
a graphics designer so 
these skills will really 
help me with my future 
career.

Anil Kuzu, Year 9
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GCSE Computer Science - Searching
Year 9 GCSE computer scientists went to see the movie Searching at 
Vue Cinema-Islington as part of their course which looks at the uses of 
communications technology such as social media, digital footprints and data 
crumbs that are left behind by people. Pupils were able to see the positive and 
negative impacts of digital footprints within the context of the movie. The movie 
helped pupils realise just how digital footprints can be used to trace the activity of 
individuals and groups. Digital footprints can be created through:
• Profile pages containing data about individuals such as profiles created on 

Facebook, WhatsApp and other social networking sites.
• Photographs posted by individuals online these can also show information 

about locations.
• Any written texts posted online such as discussion boards, blogs, or in articles.

Our pupils’ awareness of ‘people tracking’ through digital footprints has really 
been highlighted in a new way thanks to the movie. It ties in really well with the 
issues around both e-safety and digital media. People don’t always know who they 
are really talking to so it is crucial for pupils to take precautions when they are 
interacting online with others. Even though digital footprints can have a negative 
impact, this movie highlighted how digital footprints can also help as lives are 
documented online, but it is important for pupils to know how to save and share 
safely.

Mr Adaba, Teacher of ICT & Computing (PGCE)

 
This movie showed 
us uses of technology 
I didn’t even know 
existed. It has made me 
realise that I need to be 
very careful when I am 
online.

Angel Montero Espejo, Year 9

Girls Robotics Club
Launch Date: 25/09/2018

Year 10 Robotics Team:
• Tajala Ali
• Yasmin Ali
• Nafisa Chowdhury
• Bushra Jabbar
• Justyna Nowak
• Esther Taiwo

Mission Statement: Our mission is 
to...
• Inspire girls to get into the 

wondrous world of Technology.
• Build confidence by exploring a 

range of technical skills.
• To get girls to stand out amongst a 

crowd in the tech industry.

We are part of a movement. We 
believe that there should be more 
females working in the tech industry.
We aim to change the perspectives 
of other females in our Academy and 
beyond about technology. Really, it’s 
so much more than programming and 
coding…believe us!

The Girls Robotics Team, Year 10

Blog Post One
• Welcome to club
• Secretary nominated: Esther Taiwo
• Jobs identified:

• Slogan needed
• Robot needs a name! – Or perhaps this could be a great competition idea
• Take pictures: Group shot and Individual shots – advance warning given

• This is great, we are seriously using our enterprising skills!

Blog Post Two
• Group picture taken – looking 

good!
• Unleashed our robot from the 

box, okay, so we haven’t started 
to build it today but we have 
checked out the parts – so game 
on for the next session!

Blog Post Three
• Finally, we have started to build – 

woohoo!
• ‘Dissection’ build approach is now 

on the way. We have started to 
build the core section of our bot – 
team work at its best

Blog Post Four
• We have continued to build on the 

torso today – parts identification 
is proving a bit tricky but hey, we 
can manage it!

• Yes… we are now combining 
our computational skills and 
enterprising skills.
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Exploring Life without Tech
When asked the question ‘What would you do if you had no access to the 
internet via your smartphones?’, as you can imagine the response was SHOCK 
HORROR, GASPS and a class that almost had an UPROAR. They struggled to 
imagine life without their smartphones. 

Year 10 Computer Scientists were challenged to explore ‘Life without wired and 
wireless technology!’. Each group, using their teamwork skills, was required to 
explore life without wired/wireless technology in given sectors, such as the prison 
system, food industry, retail, travel and tourism, and road traffic enforcement. 

Pupils were able to use their own experiences and draw upon information 
that they had heard about previously to be able to prepare for their group 
presentations – but wait, did I forget to mention that they were not allowed to 
use ANY technology in class to do this? Yes, pupils had to revert to using good 
old fashioned pens and paper to prepare their work. Some pupils found this to be 
quite a challenge. This was a great opportunity for them to consider what would 
happen if people were not able to rely on the technology that is readily available – 
some thought it could have a positive impact on social skills and life itself, others 
highlighted negative impacts.

Ms Rao, Head of ICT & Computing

 
I can picture what life 
would be like without 
tech now. Learning this 
has helped me rely a 
little less on technology.  
It also makes me 
appreciate how 
beneficial technology 
can be.

Kevin Leite, Year 10

Debate : WiFi Connections
Year 10 computer scientists debated which Wi-Fi connection (2.4GHz or 5GHz) 
was better and why.  Ground rules were set by Ms. Singh in order to keep this 
debate ‘classroom friendly’. The group that used all the ground rules set were 
given five positives each as their reward. The debate was fun and engaging, 
and the class showed a real passion for the topic given. Overall the 2.4GHz 
debate group won as they provided very interesting and valid points, this clearly 
demonstrated some valuable enterprise skills such as effective communication, 
enthusiasm and innovation.

Having finished the debate, the class were introduced to yet another fun activity 
called Hot Seat (yes, we do like to make learning fun). Ms Singh established some 
ground rules for the fun activity which were:
• A word will be displayed on the board.
• A player will sit on a seat in front of the board facing the audience.
• The audience will challenge the person who is in the Hot Seat by giving a 

description of the word (acting out the word is permitted).
• Cannot say the word on the board.
• Remember to keep calm and play!

Overall I felt this was a very positive way to end a lesson as the pupils were very 
energetic and excited to do something out of the ordinary.

Ms Singh, Teacher of ICT & Computing (PGCE)

 
Debating is helpful 
as it lets me express 
my views. It was a 
challenge but I was able 
communicate my points.

Basheru Sundifu, Year 10
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Design & Technology (D&T)
National Cake Week
From 1 to 7 October, the D&T 
department celebrated National Cake 
Week by opening a ‘Design your 
own cake competition’. Pupils were 
given the opportunity to showcase 
their talent and skills in the hope of 
winning some fantastic prizes. The 
cake making skills displayed were 
excellent and entries came in a variety 
of shapes and sizes. Year 7 showed 
that they were up to the challenge as 
the top places went to the following 
Year 7 pupils. In joint first place, huge 
congratulations go to Gabrielly Fantin 
and Ken-Wei Lu! Also a big well 
done to our runners up Erika Jaquez 
Reinoso and Yezda Izzigil.

Well done to all pupils who took place 
in the competition. Look out for more 
great D&T competitions throughout 
the year.

Mr Ojewunmi, 
Teacher of D&T (Food Tech)

 
I really wanted to enter 
this competition because 
I wanted to make the 
best cake. I was most 
looking forward to 
everyone trying my 
cake.

Yezda Izzigil, Year 7

Amira Ahmed’s Notepad Holder Prototype
Year 7 are learning about how to analyse products so they can use what they learn 
to inform their design work. They have been tasked with identifying ‘different 
ways to hold paper together’. 

They have learned about specific design skills, materials, and the range of practical 
skills required to realise their ideas. They have developed their literacy skills by 
investigating how things work then using oracy to explain this clearly to a third 
party in the same way that a designer would present a concept to a client.

Amira was very interested in how ring binders work. She brought a ring binder 
from home and took it apart to investigate how it worked. Amira then decided she 
would like to re-use the ring binder’s components to make her own prototype. She 
measured, marked out, drilled and joined the ring binder to a sheet of MDF with 
small nuts and bolts. This is her first prototype. She will develop this further to 
make a fully functioning product. This is how our future engineers, architects 
and designers start.

Mr Nayar, Teacher of D&T

 
I was interested in finding out how the spring in a 
ring binder works to hold open the rings and snap 
them tightly closed.

Amira Ahmed, Year 7
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Homework 
Celebration Board
Recently the D&T department have 
seen some great pieces of homework 
submissions across each discipline with 
pupils demonstrating determination 
and an enthusiasm for learning. A 
few pieces have already been selected 
for the new Homework Celebration 
Board that will be displayed in each 
D&T classroom.  

Well done to Lia Kamil, Year 7 and 
Vedika Sandeep, Year 8 for being the 
first pupils to make it onto the textiles 
homework celebration board! Both 
pupils produced beautifully unique 
pieces investigating different types of 
embroidery and embellishment.

Ms Betiku, D&T Teaching Assistant

Hand Embroidery Vs Machine Embroidery
Hand and machine embroidery are two popular textile techniques that we have 
been learning about. We have practised different hand embroidery stitches 
including back stitch, herringbone, chain and blanket. I have really enjoyed 
learning about how to do the different stitch types and using them to create my 
own design. I decided to incorporate buttons into my design to make it stand out 
more. I am happy that my practical work has come out looking like my original 
drawn design as I was worried that it would be hard to achieve.  

Blessing Ajibade, Year 8

The Design Museum
The Year 9 product design and textile group were wowed by the new Design 
Museum. For these future designers it was an insight into the evolution of products 
though simple yet effective developments. 

The pupils saw a wide variety of products that have gone through changes, for 
example the Apple Mac computers or the Sony Walkman. Not only did pupils 
learn about why brands develop their products but they also got to see how the 
brand logos have changed over time. 

In the afternoon pupils were lucky enough to gain entry into the Design Products 
of the Year exhibition to see a range of products that have been successful in 2018. 
This included a range of ‘No plastic’ food brands and the trending Nigeria or 
‘Naija’ football kit, which was designed by Nike for the 2018 World Cup to pay 
homage to the ‘Super Eagles’ team kit from the 1994 World Cup. 

The pupils behaved beautifully and were a credit to the Academy.

Ms Greco-Addo, Head of D&T

 
Going to the Design Museum was different but in 
a good way. It was interesting to see products that 
were made before I was born but also see products 
that had done well this year. 

Rojin Bozkurt, Year 9
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Year 9 Tote Bags
Kudhinda Fabrics is a design project from Africa which creates beautiful 
fabric prints using stencilling and screen printing. Year 9 textiles pupils have 
been looking at the processes of both these techniques, their advantages and 
disadvantages and the historical background of where they originate from. 

Pupils were given the opportunity to learn how to do the technique both through 
demonstrations and practical testers. Once pupils were confident with the 
techniques they were asked to design and make a tote bag using inspiration from 
Kudhinda fabrics. To create their tote bags pupils had to make sure they included 
a background design and a stencil design that could be layered over the top. Pupils 
learnt how to use a variety of machines and also how to make bag straps. 

All pupils worked really hard to grasp these new techniques and the results have 
been really positive with some lovely designs being produced.

Examples above right (left to right); Rojda Terbas, Tomo Radev and Olivia Janik.

Ms Greco-Addo, Head of D&T

 
I really enjoyed using 
a variety of techniques 
like screen printing and 
stencilling to make my 
tote bag. I liked learning 
how to change thread 
colours on the sewing 
machine.

Olivia Janik, Year 9Gifted & Talented

G&T Update
Year 8 pupils have seen some very close rounds throughout their Top Class 
advisory quizzes. The final is due to take place next week with 8A1 vs 8B1. The 
winning team will have a chance to take on the winning team from Skinners’ Kent 
Academy. Year 7 top class will start next term.

As part of their IntoUniversity Buddy Programme, Year 8 pupils enjoyed a recent 
trip to Oxford University. This involved a morning of workshops followed by a 
day trip to Oxford, a tour of the campus, two workshops, and a Q&A with current 
university students. Our pupils were very impressed by the University and the 
opportunities available, here are some of their comments:

“The trip helped me to learn about and understand university”

“Talking to uni students gave us an idea of what life could be like”

“I learned that university is not just about learning but about personal growth”

“The best thing was visiting and looking around because it gave me an idea of 
how to be more productive in the future”

“I have improved my group work and my enthusiasm”

“The best thing was meeting new people because I have learned how to break the 
ice and engage with people”

“The best thing was learning about the structure of a student’s week because it 
made me want to go to uni more”

“I built my confidence and I feel more open to trying new things”

Mr Legge, Teacher of PE/HOY8/Talented Coordinator

LAMDA
Building on the highly successful 
exam results for LAMDA pupils last 
summer, LAMDA lessons are running 
again for our Year 10 ‘More Able’ 
pupils. 

LAMDA involves pupils taking 
oracy lessons to develop their public 
speaking and communication skills in 
preparation for LAMDA exams in the 
summer term.

Mr Legge, Teacher of PE/HOY8/
Talented Coordinator

Bridge the Gap
The Bridge the Gap program has 
re-started this year for pupils who are 
interested in a career in Medicine or 
Dentistry, with the first workshop 
taking place during November for 
Year 11 pupils. 

Watch this space for upcoming 
workshops and trips to Queen Mary 
University taking place next term for 
pupils from Year 7 to Year 10.

Mr Legge, Teacher of PE/HOY8/
Talented Coordinator
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Physical Education (PE)

Sports Day Recap
Our annual Sports Day unfortunately didn’t feature in our Summer newsletter 
because it took place right at the end of the term, but not to worry, here are a few 
pictures of the day. 

Our young athletes displayed great determination in disciplines such as the long 
jump, shotput, javelin and high-jump. What everyone was really waiting for was 
the excitement of the races which truly met everyone’s expectations.

Junior Basketball
This year our Year 7s will solely focus 
on the development of basketball, with 
those who show great desire, talent 
and hard work being able to play up 
an age group. So far both the Year 7 
and Year 8 teams have taken part in 
a tournament in which they played 
two games against our Year 9 teams. 
Although they lost both games they 
did very well at putting both our Year 
9 teams under pressure.

Over the course of this season the 
Year 7s will play a range of friendlies 
in preparation for the start of next 
season’s league.

For the Year 8s, the Jr. NBA League 
kicks off in just under two weeks! We 
wish them well over the course of the 
season.

Mr Williams, PE Teaching Assistant

Girls Basketball
This year we have kicked off girls 
basketball. We now have teams from 
Year 7 to Year 9 with the Year 7 & 8 
teams both in the Jr. NBA League. So 
far the Year 9 girls (who have never 
played basketball let alone as a team) 
took part in a mini tournament hosted 
at Clapton Girls’ School. The girls 
faced teams from both Clapton Girls’ 
and Haggerston School. The evening 
ended with our Year 9s winning one 
of two games. As for the Year 7s & 8s, 
their league will start in two weeks.

Ms Antwi, Teacher of PE | 
Mr Williams, PE Teaching Assistant

Climbing Wall
We now have a state-of-the-art 
climbing wall installed in our 
sports hall. It is a fantastic piece of 
equipment and a tremendous addition 
to our facilities. We look forward to 
all pupils making use of it over the 
coming months.

Mr Clark, Principal
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Year 9 and Year 10/11 
Netball
Both the Year 9 and Year 10/11 teams 
have started their netball league this 
half-term. 

There are high hopes of both teams 
doing well in their respective leagues. 
They have fixtures scheduled against 
Stoke Newington School, Our Lady’s 
Catholic High School, Mossbourne 
Community Academy and City 
Academy.

We wish them all the best of luck.

Ms Bell, Teacher of PE (PGCE)

Year 7 & 8 Netball
Both teams start the netball season 
off this term with high hopes of doing 
really well. 

Last season the current Year 8s 
finished second in their league, losing 
just one game. The aim this year is 
to do one better and go all the way 
to first place, bringing the winners’ 
trophy home to Skinners’!

Ms Antwi, Teacher of PE 

Sports leaders
This term Year 11 have been teaching primary school pupils from Woodberry 
Down and Sir Thomas Abney Primary Schools as part of their sports leadership 
qualifications. 

Year 11 boys are completing the Junior Football Leader Qualification, whilst the 
girls are completing the Junior Sports Leader Award. Both boys and girls have 
shown excellent patience, leadership and sporting knowledge throughout the 
sessions which have been really enjoyed by the primary school pupils.

Mr Legge, Teacher of PE/HOY8/Talented Coordinator

Duke of Edinburgh - Bronze
A big well done to the 130 Year 11 pupils who received their Duke of Edinburgh 
(DofE) Bronze Award certificates and badges in a presentation by Richard 
Collison from the DofE London and Mr Clark. This is their reward for 12 months 
of work towards the award, completing their skills, physical, volunteering and 
expedition sections. Skinners’ Academy is again the top school for DofE in 
Hackney and amongst the top schools in London for the Bronze Award.

The current Year 10 cohort have just started the physical and skills sections of 
their award with the expedition this year scheduled for 9-12 July 2019.

Mr Legge, Teacher of PE/HOY8/Talented Coordinator

Rugby
During this first term the rugby club 
have seen great success, playing 
four developmental fixtures against 
Mossbourne and City Academy 
respectively.

The Year 7 boys’ team have engaged 
and developed into a great young 
team, showing fight, determination 
and teamwork. In their game against 
City Academy, the Year 7s ended 
with a win and learnt a great deal. 
However, against a vastly more 
experienced Mossbourne team they 
just came up short but again learnt lots 
of valuable lessons.

The Year 8 team has had a slightly 
indifferent start to the season, 
however, they are improving quickly 
and will be winning matches again 
soon.

Mr Howe, Teacher of PE/HOY 9
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Year 7 Football
Our new Year 7s have been entered 
in two London Cup leagues and 
the Local Hackney School League. 
They have played one game, losing 
on penalties against Acland Burghley 
School. It was a hard game but we 
were leading, due to a small lapse of 
concentration we gave away a foul 
and conceded. As a result we are 
now out of that London Cup. We 
now look forward to participating in 
the Hackney League and the second 
London Cup. Our next game is 
against our local rival Urswick School. 
We wish the boys luck.

Mr Williams, PE Teaching Assistant

Year 8 Football
So far for our Year 8 football team there are many positives to take from this 
autumn term. Firstly, the introduction of a B-side which has boosted numbers at 
training and also created competition for places in both sides. Unfortunately, it has 
been a slow start with the B-side losing 6-4 in a friendly against the Year 7 A-side. 

Year 8 got off to a positive start this season winning a friendly against Gladesmore 
Community School, unfortunately since then the team have not managed to win 
a game. In November the team were knocked out of the Inner London Cup by 
Riverside School, after losing our first league game to Petchey Academy. 

It is still a very early stage of the season and the team have experienced heavy 
rotation in order to find out the strongest team. I would like to thank everyone 
who has attended training. It has been tough but I am very optimistic that we can 
turn our situation around with a bit of hard work and confidence in our ability. 

Mr Smith, Teacher of PE/AHOY 7

Girls Football
Plenty of KS3 girls have shown 
interest in playing football for 
Skinners’ Academy and have been 
training enthusiastically every Friday 
after school. Unfortunately they were 
knocked-out of the Inner London 
County Schools Football Association’s 
Wyn Bailey Trophy competition. 
However, the girls are determined 
to do well so have begun playing 
regularly at the Arsenal Hub on 
Thursdays, representing themselves 
and the Academy well.

Ms Bell, Teacher of PE (PGCE)

Year 9 & Year 10/11 
Girls Football
The under 14 team were 
unfortunately knocked out in the first 
round of the London School Cup 
after a hard game against Greycoats 
Secondary School. Nonetheless the 
girls are still training hard awaiting the 
commencement of the Arsenal Hub 
League in spring!

The under 16 team got off to a great 
start after a battle with Mossbourne 
Community School, winning 4-3 in 
what was a very intense game. Their 
determination and will to win allowed 
them to score in the last minutes of 
the game and to win and progress 
on to the next round against Stoke 
Newington School.

Ms Antwi, Teacher of PE

Year 10 Football
Skinners’ have had a positive start to the season despite some tough fixtures. 

In the Inner London Cup vs North Dulwich College, Skinners’ started slowly 
with some hesitance in defence and missed chances up front. Dulwich found 
themselves up 3-0 with 20 minutes left to play. Skinners’ showed their fighting 
spirit with a brilliant come back including goals from Jamal Adam and Jordan 
Vibert to level the score with only three minutes left on the clock. Cruelly, 
Dulwich scored a late winner from the penalty spot, however, Skinners’ can still 
be proud of their performance. 

This was followed by a 2-0 defeat in the league to Cardinal Pole, with Skinners’ 
more than matching their opponents but missing several chances. Despite the 
results the performances are looking positive for the rest of the season.

Farewell Rooney
The PE department and Mr Maloney took over 30 pupils from Year 7, 8 & 10 to 
see the England vs USA friendly game at Wembley Stadium as a reward for their 
behaviour and hard work in PE this half term. This happened to be the game 
where England’s all-time top goal scorer Wayne Rooney returned for one final 
game. We were lucky enough to be right up close to the action with our seats only 
four rows away from the pitch.

The game did not disappoint! England were two goals up in the first 30 minutes 
thanks to Liverpool’s full back Trent Alexander-Arnold and Manchester United’s 
winger Jesse Lingard. Gareth Southgate’s men made USA look like boys as they 
dominated the whole game. A goal in the 78th minute from Bournemouth’s 
Callum Wilson was the final nail in the coffin which trumped USA.

Mr Smith, Teacher of PE/AHOY 7
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Parents’ Corner
You can find more information and keep 
up to date with news from the Academy 
all year round through our varying 
communication channels, including:
Our website:  
www.skinnersacademy.org.uk 

Twitter:  
@skinnersacademy; @skinners6thform

Facebook:  
www.facebook.com/skinnersacademyhackney

LinkedIn: 
Search Skinners’ Academy

Dates for your diary
Monday 07 January 
Term Starts for all pupils/students
Monday 14 January 
Year 11 & Year 13 Mock Results Day
Monday 18 - Friday 22 February 
Half-Term Break
Thursday 14 March 
Year 8 Girls HPV Immunisations
Thursday 21 March 
Spring Concert
Friday 22 March 
Music Café
Tuesday 02 - Thursday 04 April 
Academy Production - 7.00pm start
Friday 05 April 
Term Ends - 1.00pm

Learning Resource Center (LRC)
LRC Update
Knights Of (a children’s book publisher) kindly sponsored our Librarian, Ms 
Lutterodt, to attend the Bookseller Children’s Conference in County Hall in 
September. The focus was on information (non-fiction) books and books on 
diversity, which is also the specialism of the Knights Of publisher. The event was a 
celebration of children’s literature with authors, publishers and industry specialists 
also looking at trends in reading and literacy. The LRC has since bought many of 
the titles involved in the programme for Skinners’ Academy pupils. Knights Of are 
also interested in any budding authors or illustrators, so please check their website 
for further information www.knightsof.media. 

Ms Reilly has continued to promote literacy in the library with her beautiful 
displays that have received praise from external visitors. Book reviews by pupils 
are encouraged, contributing to an inclusive environment. 

The Wellbeing collection is still going strong and many more books have been 
added to keep up with demand and support the Skinners’ Academy community.

We were delighted to receive a very generous donation of fiction books from Ms 
Palin (SEN Department Volunteer) and our keen readers are looking forward to 
borrowing them.

All Year 7 pupils were welcomed to the LRC with an induction on how to best 
use all it has to offer. This was enthusiastically received and each child was given 
a bookmark to use with the first book they borrowed. They were also invited to 
select a book from the Bookbuzz scheme which they will get to keep. 

It is great to see the LRC thriving with readers from Year 7 to Year 13.


