
Admission Criteria 2020/21
1. Arrangements for admission to 11–16 provision

We admit at least 180 pupils in the relevant age group 
year if sufficient applications are received.

2. Process of application

Admissions to Skinners’ Academy will be co-ordinated 
through Hackney Learning Trust’s co-ordinated 
admission arrangements and we use the timetable 
published by Hackney Learning Trust. Applications for 
places at the Academy must be made using the Common 
Application Form for the relevant local authority where 
the applicant resides. 

3. Consideration of applications

•  We consider all applications for places. Where fewer 
than the published admission number for any relevant 
age group are received, we offer places to all those 
who have applied.

•  All applicants are required to take a Cognitive 
Ability Test (CAT4 Level C) designed by GL 
Assessments, and are placed in one of 5 bands 
according to their test scores. As far as possible the 
same number of pupils are admitted to each band, 
so each band represents a fifth of the applicants.

•  Pupils with an EHC plan naming the Academy, and 
pupils who are looked after/previously looked after, 
are included in the band allocations. If they are 
unable to take the tests, their allocation is based on 
their primary school teachers’ assessments or such 
other assessment as shall be appropriate in the 
reasonable view of the Academy.

• In the case of other pupils who have not sat the test,    
  in order to place such pupils in a band the Academy    
  may seek other evidence of the applicant’s academic  
  ability if (for acceptable reasons) the child is not able  
  to take the test. If such evidence is not sought, such  
  pupils will be considered after those who sit the test.

• In the case of applications from multiple births (e.g.   
  twins or triplets), if one sibling gains a place through  
  the banding allocations, then the second or third   
  siblings will automatically be given a place.

 
 
 

4. Procedures where Skinners’ Academy  
is oversubscribed

After places have been allocated to pupils with EHC 
plans naming the Academy, places within each band 
are allocated in the following order of priority:

a) Looked after children or previously looked after    
children (previously looked after children are children 
who were looked after but ceased to be so because 
they were adopted or became subject to a residence 
order or special guardianship order).

b) Pupils whose siblings attend the Academy at the date 
of application in national curriculum Years 7-13.

c) Pupils with an acute medical or social need (see 
note 2) for admission to the Academy. Applications 
must be supported by a written statement from an 
appropriately qualified professional with responsibility 
for treating the pupil’s condition.

d) Pupils whose parent is a full time member of staff at 
the Academy and either (i) the parent has at least 2 
years’ continuous full time employment at the 
Academy or (ii) in the reasonable view of the 
Academy the parent has been recruited for a position 
for which there is a demonstrable skill shortage.

e) Pupils who live nearest to the main entrance of the 
Academy using a straight line measurement using a 
map or a computerised mapping system from the main 
entrance of Skinners’ Academy, Woodberry Grove, 
London N4 1SY (see note 3). 

Note 1: Siblings must live permanently at the same 
address as the pupil for whom the application is made. 
This includes adopted brothers and sisters,                           
half-brothers and sisters, step-brothers and sisters and 
foster brothers and sisters who live permanently as a 
family unit at the same address.

Note 2: Applications must be supported by a written 
statement from an appropriately qualified professional 
with professional responsibility for the pupil or 
treatment of the pupil’s condition. The statement must 
confirm that the condition or need is acute and                   
long-term and how admission to the Skinners’ 
Academy will be beneficial compared with any other 
school.
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Note 3: For the purpose of calculating distances,  
the address is identified by using the property 
geographical references determined by the Borough/
County Council in which the pupil lives. Where more 
than one applicant lives the same distance away, any 
“tie-breaker” decision required will be made by 
random allocation.

In the event of parental responsibility for a pupil being 
shared, the pupil’s home address will be considered to 
be that of the parent/guardian who receives the 
relevant Child Benefit Allowance.

If within any band the total number of applicants 
meeting oversubscription criteria a) to d) plus the 
number of statemented children in that band exceeds 
the number of places available for allocation then, to 
that extent, places for those applicants will be 
allocated from the next adjacent band in which places 
remain (after allocation to applicants within that band 
who are statemented and those who satisfy criteria a) 
to d)) alternating firstly between the band above and 
then the band below (except for Band A where places 
will be taken from a lower band only, and Band E 
where places will be taken from a higher band only).
The Admissions Policy will be reviewed each year.                                                                                                                                           

5. Operation of waiting lists

The Academy operates a waiting list. If we receive more 
applications for places than there are places available, we 
maintain a waiting list for one term after the admission 
date. Parents can ask for their child’s name to be added 
to the list if their application was unsuccessful and it will 
be placed on the waiting list according to their band up 
to 31st August 2020.

From 1st September 2020, banded waiting lists (using 
pupils’ band positions from the original allocations) will 
be maintained until the end of autumn term in 
December 2020. During that period pupils who haven’t 
taken the banding test will be allocated to a band on the 
basis of an alternative assessment or on the basis of Key 
Stage 2 SATs results.

Pupils who must be admitted under the local council’s 
rules, or those allocated to the Academy in accordance 
with the In-Year Fair Access Protocol, will be given 
priority over pupils on the waiting list. 

Arrangements for admitting pupils to other year 
groups, including replacing any pupils who have 
left the Academy 

We consider all applications for places outside the 
normal year of entry and, if there are places available, 
we admit the child unless one of the permitted reliefs 
applies ie the Academy refuses the applicant on the 
grounds of challenging behaviour under Section 3.12 
of the School Admissions Code 2014 (and only in 
accordance with Hackney Learning Trust’s Fair 
Access Protocol). If more applications are received 
than there are places available, the oversubscription 
criteria shall apply, but without banding.

6. Applicants out of normal age group

Parents seeking a place for their child outside the 
normal age range at transfer from year 6 to year 7, or 
at any other time of the year (in year admission), 
should read the guidance on out of normal age 
admissions in Hackney’s secondary school booklet.

7. Appeals

Any parent whose application is turned down can appeal.

Contact Information

Skinners’ Academy
Woodberry Grove, 
N4 1SY

T 020 8800 7411
F 020 8809 1382

enquiries@skinnersacademy.org.uk
www.skinnersacademy.org.uk

Principal: Tim Clark

Specialism: Enterprise (i.e. acquiring the skills you need 
to succeed in everyday life)

Transport:

BUS Woodberry Grove
253 / 254 / 259 / 279 | Nearby: 29 / 141 / 341

RAIL Stamford Hill
Then bus 253 / 254

TUBE Manor House
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How to Contact  
Skinners’ Academy
In Writing:

Skinners’ Academy 
Woodberry Grove,  
London N4 1SY 

By E-mail: enquiries@skinnersacademy.org.uk 
By Phone: 020 8800 7411 
By Fax: 020 8809 1382

The Skinners’ Academy  
Limited
Registered Office:

Skinners’ Hall 
8 Dowgate Hill 
London EC4R 2SP

Companies House Registered Number: 6543682   

How to Contact the  
Chair of Governors
Nick Roberts

c/o Skinners’ Hall 
8 Dowgate Hill  
London EC4R 2SP

Key Contacts:
Principal:    Tim Clark

Senior Vice Principal:  Jay Kerby

Vice Principal &  
Chief Financial Officer:  Olu Alalade

 

A list of all the Academy Governors is available from 
the Academy office

Key Contact Information
Skinners’ Academy is a co-educational 11–19 comprehensive sponsor led Academy. 

Published admission number for September 2018: Year 7: 180; Year 8: 180; Year 9: 180; Year 10:180; Year 11: 180 

Specialism: Enterprise

03 Skinners’ Academy - Admissions Information



Term and Holiday Dates 2019-20
Autumn Term

Term starts (Yrs 7-9 & 12) Tuesday 3 September

Term starts (Yrs 10-11 & 13) Wednesday 4 September

Half Term Holiday Monday 21 October to Tuesday 29 October

Term ends Thursday 19 December (at 1.00pm)

Staff PLD day Monday 2 September

Other useful dates Prize Giving - Thursday 7 November 

Spring Term

Term starts Monday 6 January

Half Term Holiday Monday 17 February to Friday 21 February

Term ends Thursday 2 April (at 1.00pm)

Staff PLD day Friday 3 April

Other useful dates Academy Production - Monday 30 March to Wednesday 1 April

Summer Term

Term starts Monday 20 April

Bank Holiday Friday 8 May

Half Term Holiday Monday 25 May to Friday 29 May

Term ends Friday 17 July (at 1.00pm)

Alternative Curriculum day Year 6/7 Transition Day - Thursday 2 July 

Other useful dates
GCSE Options Evening (Year 8) - Wednesday 29 April

Public Exams Start - Monday 11 May

On Staff PLD days, the Academy is closed to pupils (any exceptions to this will be communicated)

04 Skinners’ Academy - Admissions Information



Skinners’ Academy Curriculum
Year 7 & 8

In Year 7 & 8 pupils study the following subjects:

Pupils arriving who have not met the required standard 
of English and Maths at KS2 will undertake literacy/
numeracy intervention.

All Skinners’ Academy pupils also:

•  Participate in specialist Enterprise activity - designed 
to help pupils acquire the skills they need to succeed in 
everyday life

•  Follow a unique programme of quality Careers, 
Education, Information, Advice & Guidance 
(CEIAG)

Subject Lessons per week

Y7 & Y8

English 4

Mathematics 4

Science 4

Computing 1

Physical Education 2

History 2

Geography 2

Religious Studies 1

Art & Design 1

Modern Foreign Languages 2

Drama 1

Music 1

Design & Technologynology 1

Additional Enrichment Activities:

PSHE 1

Year 9, 10 & 11

In Year 9 (Key Stage 4) pupils begin their GCSE 
studies. All Year 9, 10 & 11 pupils study the following:

Subject Lessons per week

English 6 / 5

Mathematics 6 / 5

Science / Triple Science 4 / 6

Physical Education 2

PSHE 1

Religious Studies 2

In addition, pupils are able to choose three further 
options from the list below

Subject Lessons per week

Art & Design 2

Business Studies 2

Computing 2

Creative iMedia 2

D&T Food Technology 2

D&T Resistant Materials 2

D&T Textiles 2

Drama 2

Economics 2

French 2

Geography 2

Health & Social Care 2

History 2

Media Studies 2

Music 2

Physical Education 2

Psychology 2

Sociology 2

Spanish 2

Travel & Tourism 2
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Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Advisory
8.30 - 8.50

Period 1
8.50 - 9.50

Period 2
9.50 - 10.50

Period 3
11.10 - 12.10

Period 4
12.10 - 13.10

Lunch
13.10 - 13.55

Period 5
13.55 - 14.55

Period 6/7
14.55 - 15.55

PSHE
8.30 - 9.10

Period 1
9.10 - 10.00

Period 2
10.00 - 10.50

Break
10.50 - 11.10

Period 3
11.10 - 11.55

Period 4
11.55 - 12.40

Lunch
12.40 - 13.25

Period 5
13.25 - 14.10

Period 6
14.10 - 14.55

Lunch
13.10 - 13.55

Extra-curricular activities

Breakfast Club
7.45 - 8.20

Skinners’ Academy School Day

Please note that:
•  Pupils are required to be settled in advisory at 8.30am therefore need to arrive on site slightly earlier. 
•  Wednesday’s timetable differs from the rest of the week to allow for 6 periods and 45 minutes of PSHE instead 

of advisory.
•  Pupils are encouraged to make the most of the wide array of extra-curricular activities the Academy offers
   after school. Extra-curricular activities run until 4:00pm.
• There are certain exceptions to the length of the school day which parents/carers will be notified of. At the    
   time of printing, these exceptions include:
  • Once a week ‘Music Ensemble’ | 3.00pm – 4.00pm (Year 7 only)
  • Daily lessons | 3.00pm – 4.00pm (Year 11 only)
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Academy Uniform
We help our pupils to develop a keen sense of 
belonging, self respect and an understanding of  
the impression they make by the way they behave  
and dress. We want pupils to understand that different 
dress codes are applicable in particular circumstances. 

This will support our business-like approach to 
education. We are therefore committed to a strict 
uniform policy. Any pupil not properly dressed will be 
sanctioned and, if necessary, not permitted on site. 

The uniform policy is available to be viewed on our 
website, and the full list of items available from our 
supplier, Rough Cut Casuals.

Curriculum
Details of the Academy curriculum at Key Stages 3 
and 4 are available on page 5 of these inserts. 

Parent/Carer Partnership
Parent and carers are welcomed, informed and involved 
in their child’s education. Home Academy partnership 
is underpinned by good communication between the 
Home and the Academy which includes:

• Our newsletter

•  Regular contact with Advisors, Heads of Year and 
subject teachers

•  Progress reports and Parent/Carer academic progress 
review meeting 

•  Our Head of Parental & Student Engagement,                       
Ms Bowling, via parents@skinnersacademy.org.uk                                                                                                                  

•  Updated information via the website (www.
skinnersacademy.org.uk) and an opportunity to 
connect via Twitter on @skinnersacademy 

Policies
A selection of the Academy policies may be viewed 
via our website, and all are available on request from 
the Academy Office.

Arrangements for pupils 
with SEN and Disabilities 
The Academy shall have regard to the SEN Code of 
Practice (2001), the Disability Discrimination Act 
(1995) and any guidance issued by the Secretary of 
State relating to sections 316 and 316A of the 
Education Act 1996). The Academy is committed to  
a fair and equal treatment of all individuals regardless  
of disability. 

Skinners’ Academy will strive to provide an appropriate 
and relevant curriculum for all pupils, to ensure  
that their academic, emotional and/or physical 
requirements are met through a variety of learning 
activities matched to their individual needs, interests 
and capabilities.
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Attitude & Behaviour
Our intention at Skinners’ Academy is to enable all 
pupils to fulfil their potential - i.e. “Be the best you 
can”. We aim to develop an ethos in which individual 
pupils take full advantage of opportunities available to 
them in the Academy. 

We also wish to provide all members of staff with an 
environment in which they can undertake their core 
purpose of teaching and pursue fulfilling, rewarding 
and enjoyable careers.

We aspire to the highest standards in all aspects of the 
life of the Academy and recognise that we have 
responsibilities as well as rights. 

All pupils at Skinners’ Academy are required to work 
hard, to contribute to the life of the Academy and to 
show consideration and respect to others. We expect 
pupils to behave in a way which recognises the rights 
of others, such as the right to enjoy an undisrupted 
and successful education and the right to be safe and 
free from fear. Similarly, teachers have the right to 
conduct their professional duties without hindrance or 
stress caused by pupils’ challenging behaviour. We also 
recognise that young people make mistakes, and a 
teacher’s response should guide them towards 
acceptable behaviour. 

The Academy has a clear set of rules which are      
non-negotiable and apply to all pupils, without 
exception. We insist on standards of proper behaviour 
for the benefit of all pupils, so that they learn well and 
are an asset to the Academy and society. 

Pupils will be encouraged to accept responsibility for 
their behaviour. Good behaviour is encouraged and 
rewarded. Unsatisfactory behaviour is dealt with 
firmly and fairly. The behaviour policy and practice of 
the Academy must be accepted; it applies to all pupils, 
without exception. All rewards and sanctions also 
apply to all pupils, without exception. 

The Academy pursues a “no excuse” culture; whilst 
pupils have different needs and backgrounds, there is 
no excuse for rude, aggressive or disruptive behaviour. 
By accepting a place at the Academy, a pupil agrees to 
abide by the rules of the Academy, and his/her 
parents/carers agree to support the Academy in 
upholding our rules and expectations. 

Our core values are an important aspect in guiding 
pupils towards the most appropriate behaviour.

These are detailed in the graphic below:

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Good behaviour is encouraged and rewarded. 
Unsatisfactory behaviour is dealt with firmly and 
fairly. Our behaviour code is based on the 
principles of:

• No pupil has the right to disrupt the learning of
   others

• No pupil has the right to be rude or aggressive to
   any other member of the Academy

• No pupil has a right to defy or disobey a member of
   staff

All members of the Academy should show respect for 
ourselves, respect for other people, respect for our 
environment. 
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Anti Bullying
One of the main aims of our academy is to encourage 
every pupil to reach his or her full potential. Central to 
this is the recognition of the worth of every individual 
and the raising of everyone’s self esteem no matter what 
their gender, race, religion, age, sexuality or disability. 
We encourage the values of tolerance, sympathy and 
the acceptance of differences. (See also our  
Inclusion Policy).

Everyone has the right to be safe in school and on  
the way to and from school.

It is important that everyone working within our 
school, pupils, staff and parents, understands what 
bullying is and how it can be prevented. Our anti-
bullying policy encourages pupils not to suffer in 
silence. Bullying is unacceptable and will not be 
tolerated. It is the responsibility of all of us to make 
sure that bullying has no place in our academy.

Charging and Remission
The Academy acknowledges the right of every pupil to 
receive free school education and understands that the 
activities offered wholly or mainly during normal 
teaching time must be made available to all pupils, 
regardless of their parents’ ability or willingness to  
help meet the cost.

The Academy also recognises the valuable contribution 
that the wide range of additional activities, trips and 
residential experiences can make towards pupils’ 
education and aims to promote and provide such 
activities, both as part of a broad and balanced curriculum 
for the pupils and as additional optional activities.

The Academy reserves the right to make a charge in 
the following circumstances.

Practical subjects – where parents have indicated 
in writing that they wish to own a finished product.

Activities outside school hours – all approved 
activities deemed to be optional extras taking place 
outside school hours and therefore not part of the 
National Curriculum.

 
Residential Trips (including study visits abroad)  
– the board and lodging element of approved 
residential activities deemed to take place in school 
hours. The cost will not exceed the cost of the actual 
provision and prior written confirmation from the 
parent is required that the parent is willing to  
pay the charge.

Breakages – parents will be charged for the  
cost of replacing damaged or lost equipment  
where appropriate.

The Academy is sympathetic to those parents who are 
unable to afford the cost of additional activities and has 
limited funds available to assist parents in particularly 
difficult financial circumstances.

Attendance 
The Academy believes that if pupils are to benefit from 
their education, excellent attendance and punctuality are 
crucial. The Academy regards attendance and punctuality 
as a priority, encouraging maximum attendance and 
punctuality for all pupils. Any problems that impede 
full attendance will be identified and addressed as 
quickly as possible.

Religious Education
Parents have the right to withdraw their children from 
religious education and acts of collective worship. If 
you would like to withdraw your child from Religious 
Education please contact the Academy office. The 
Academy has no affiliation with any specific religion.
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